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even thine, 21. Ch. 29. vv. at, 
1 - ſhall-add-'but one example more = 
ature, and it is a very remarkable one; God's 
deliverance of the Fews im the days of Efber 
from the wicked Conſpitacy of Hamam: Fhis 
Hamas being advanced to great Power and 
Authority by King Abaſuerus, took great of: 
ferice at Mardecai the Few, ho refuſed to re- 
verence him as others did; and ſor his fake 
obtained a Decree from the King, to deſtroy 
all the Feu in the Provinces of his Domini 
ons: Mordecai ſends to Queen Efther to go to 
the King, and to petition him about this mar»! 
ter; This was a very hazardous Attempt, it 
being Death by the Law for any Perſon; 
Man, or Woman, to go to the Kin without 
dei 2 unleſs the King held out his 

olden Scepter to them: But the Queen at 
aft, after three days faſting ,- ventured her 
, n Life to ſave — and obtained 
TInt29 4 
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and Wonders and a Mighty Hand. ATE gt 


FF 


— he ſhould periſh there, and this 


Favour 
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2;Vavouriin the King's fighty1whid theldnoutabe 
Golden Scepter to her: All chat ſhe xequeted 

Z at that time was, That the King und Hann 
ud còte to the Banquet which ſhe had 
Pre pared; and being then asked, What her 
Petition was ? with an aſſuranca bhat it ſhould 
be granted; ſhe begged, Thatithe King and 
>2Haman would come the next day alſo to her 
Banquet, and then ſke would declare it: 
Maman was much exalted with the King Fa- 
veur, and that Queen Efbir had admitted 
nonę ta the Banquet with th Ring, but im- 
fell; but ſtill Mondecai, who gefutc: Oy 
before him, was a great Grinvince; and by 
the advice of his Friends, he huilt a Gallows 

- Fifty Cubits high, and reſolved that night to 
beg of the King, That Mordecai mighib be 
banged on it; and had he come in time, his 
ppetition had been certainly grarged-; but ĩt fo 
happened, that that very night the Küng 

F ufd not ſleep, and he called fer the Book 
1 of ithe Records of the Chronicles; and there 
| they found written, That Aaundenai had dil- 
covered the Treaſog of rw: of the King's 

© Chamberlains 3gainſt him g and finding uon 
{1 enquiry, that he had never been rewarded 
for it, he reſolved to do him Hondur, and 
made Hamam, who was at tlie door to beg 
that Mordecai might. be hanged his Miniſter 
in doing him Honour: This prepared the 

{1 King to grant Queen Eſtber s Requeſt, And 
hanged Haman upon the Gallows he had built 
for Mordecai, and:i preſerved the Fews: from 
that Deſtruction he had deſigned: againſt them, 
And' thus it is almoſt in all the Remaikable 
 Paſlages, of Providence; there is ſo much ap; 

. EE Þ. $ 


& S — 


Divine \Proyidente. dy 
openrante df Chance and Radident, which:Has 
þ1fle:greatedt ſtriiè àn ſome wenderſul Events, 

«as thdyldatid conſidering; men, That the 
> World:iis: [governed by a Diuine Wiſdam»and 


; Counſel, and cam-Inviſible! Hower, and that 
| the immediate and viſible Gatſes have always 
| the leaſtband:if it. 33880 98} AVE > 

150 For can we think otherwiſe, when welſee 


- as many viſihle marks of Wiſdom, and Godd- 
neſs, and Juſtice, in what we call Ghafte, 
as ain any other acts of Providence? Nay, 
hen the Wiſdom of Providence is princi- 
pally ſeen in che government of Fortuitous | 
Events When we ſee a World wiſely made, 
tho we did not ſee it made, yet we conclude, 
That it Was not made by Chance, but by a 
Wiſe Being; and by. the, lame reaſon, when 
We ſee i Accidental Events, nay, a longando- 
herent Seęiss of Abcidents concur to the ꝓto- 
zaducing the moſt admirable effects, we ought 
tal conchude, That there sa Wile Inviſible 
- Hand W hichigoverns Chance, which-of:icdelf 
ban do notlüng wiſely. When the Livres und 
Fottunts of Men, the Fate bf Kingdoms and 
Empires; tlie Succeſſes of War, the Changes 
of Government, are ſoloſten determined and 
brought hbout by the mioft [yifible-Accidents ; 
hen Chance defeats the Wiſeſt Counſels, 
and the Gteateſt Power ; when Gcod men 
Ante rewarded, and the Church of God pre- 
ſerved by appearing Chanees;: when: Bad Men 
are puniſned by Chance, — Cbebes 
hereby they are puniſhed; carries the marks 
noſ their ſins upon it, for which they are pu- 
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e niſhed; I ſa, can any man in ſuch caſes, 

* think that all this is mero Change? When 

0 1063887 "of how 
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 4:Diſeomfe ofc«the 
have accidental: Joever the Means are, or ap- 
pearito- be, whereby ſuch things are de 


/ there/is no appearance at all of ;Chanes-in\ 


the Event; but the Changes and Revolution 
the Rewards and-Puniſhments of Chande, are 
all as wiſely done, as it there had been nothing 
of Chance and Accident in it. This is the 

great: ſecurity of our lives, amidſt all che un- 
cettainties of Fortune, That Chance it felf) 


cant hurt us, without a Divine Commiſſion x/ 


This is a ſure foundation of Faith, and Hope; 
and Truſt in God, how calamitous and de- 


ſperate ſoever our external condition ſeems to ; 


be;:- that God never wants means to help; 
that he has a thouſand unſeen Wways, a Whale 
Army of Accidents and unexpected Events 


at command, to diſappoint ſuch deſigns, which 


no viſible Art or Power can diſappoint, and 
to ſave thoſe whom no viſible Power cand 
ſave. „Hod gdhiane blen bot motor 
This is an undeniable Reaſon for a perpe- 
tual Awe and Reyerence of God; and an 
entire ſubmiſſion to him, and a devout ac- 
knowledgment of him in all our ways, That 
we have no Security but in his Providence 
and Protection; for whatever proviſion we 
can make againſt foreſeen and foreknown. 
evils, 'we can never provide againſt: Chance ; 
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man Wit or Strength can withſtand it; which 
may abate the Pride and Self confidence oſ 
men, and teach the Rich, and Great, and 
Mighty, a Religious Veneration of God, 
who can with ſo much eaſe pull dum the] 
might from their ſeat , and advance tbeſe of 
ow gegree, on Pots Tt moron 
Y 34. The 
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which-God makes uſe of ſot the accomplſs' 


Divine Proviifice: 
It The men thing: de be explainedy'is. 


ee of Morat Cauſes or Fret 
t is, the government of 


he: Inſtrumenta of Providet 


mant of his own Wiſe Counſelisss 
»Meſt-of the good or evi which. happen 
to'ius” in chi world is done by Men: 
God rewards , or if he puniſhes us, uſually 
Men are hs Minit ip both, lofts} 
his Vengeance, or to is Ble 
and therefore God muſt have as 'Abſolute: 
a0 Government over Mankind; of all "their. 
Fhoughts , aid Paſſions, and: ang 
Actions, 2s che has of the Powers 
fluences of. Natural Cauſe or elfe he — 
reward and puniſh when and as. he: plenſes, - 
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If men couid hurt thoſe whom! God wioald:: 


bleſs and reward, or conld do good to thbſe 
whom God would puniſh, both good and bad 
men might be happy iN in tethis 
world, Whether Gol would or not; o, 
Fortunes would depend upon the Numbers: 
and Power of our Friends or Enemies, upon 
— or bad humonrs and inclinations of 
— Þ — wo! iro! 5 and Providence” 
—7 not 4 Nan TIE 
Now this is the great Buchculty, Ho-] 
God can exerciſe” ſich an Abſolute Govern- 
ment over Mankind, who are Free Agents, 
withour deſtreying the Liberty and Freedom 
of their Choice, which would deftroy the 
nature of  Vertue and Vice, of Rewards one! 
Puniſhments : The neceflity of allowing t = 
if we will acknowledge 2 Providence, 
the N. Teſtimonies and Examples of this 
Abſolute 
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they a 
0 La og and the Mea = 
of Good and Evil, and the Lag 


gan 

cited with Abſolute + — racy and Fate, 

0 hers, Fa avoid theſe Diet, are afraid. 

of attributing too much to Providence, or 

have ſuch, confuſed and perp Ao | 

about! it, that there are W. 

they can ſecurely depend on God, 
ut 1 think this Difficulty will be ealy 

removed, if we. diſtinguiſh between G 

8 8 of Men, as Reaſonable. Karten 

and F 0 nen and 5 50 ee of 

as., . n f Providence Js! 

cont ers i the on private AN ad ar, 
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reaſonable, Creature, and. nt — 
therefore the proper govern 9 Man,.cony. 
fiſts in giving ws, that he; may know; 
the difference between good and evil, . 
he ought to chuſe, and Mat: 45 9 8 
is aue ſuch e $ ng pun 10 
the obſervation or to the ITE 
Wie, as may reafopab] 12 invite him 

dignce, 'and deter him from fin ; and as 

degene · 
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ms 
— 


1 
4 


ments, as 1 he 
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Tho God has made Man a ſree 
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Mee 7 dickere bh 

degenerate uires, in 
ral rin 16 i Ld: din 4 
ſuch internal Miſtances bf Grace, as _ i- 
vine Wiſdom ſees proportioned to the 'w 
nefs and corruption of Hüntan Nature: 
when this ig done, it becomes God to leave 
Him a . __ „ * to l bet ; 

hi rves*; a forced Ver- 
ae rde 'no Reward, and a neceſſity of 


ſinning will reaſonably excuſe from 
K Virtue and Vice, of Rewards and Puni | 


ment. The nature of a reaſonable Creatt 


himſelf is only Scored 
But when we conſider Man in Society; 


the'eaſs in alteted; for when the good or coll | 
of theit actions extend beyond themſelves, 185 
do good or hurt to other men, the Providetice 1 


of God becomes concerned either to hinder, 


or to permit and order it, as, may beſt ſerye. 
the Wiſe Ends of Gorernment, as thoſe other 
men who are like to be the better of the 


worſe for it, have deſerved well or ill of Gi 


ent, yet 
muſt not think that he has made ch's Cine 
ture as he himſelf cant gorern: No man 


doubts, but that God can eden he pleaſes, 


an Irreſiſtible Power, turn mens h 


x4) "chain up their Paſſions, and alter their 
Ocqunſels; I 85 only Queſtion is, When it is 
to do this: And no man can 


Eu the fitneſs of it, when the, good G- 
Fernment 


fit for G 
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5 ernment! of the world requires 


A. Diſcvurfe ef be 


good or bad, —— f jo 
eius, by 4 perpetual and Attebiſtible force ; 
4og-4his oontradids: the Nature of Verruvatid 
oo Choice; but God may by a ſecret and 
taſiſtible inſtuehce upon mens minds, enen 


Choice, and che natute of Virtue und 

1 —— —— 
the ax tern a S Or Merry, 

tds or Puniſutnents of Mehler Namonb; 
and 20 this purpoſe God may aufe Hat laſtru- 
ments he pleaſes; and exerciſe ſach 
over Mature ur Men, as is necaſſury to 
:compliſh his on Wiſe Counſelꝭ of Mero Ur 
Judgment. And it was neceflary to ; 
this diſtinction, becauſe the cunſdu chele 
two, has -vocafioned great diſſicuſties ud 
miſtakes both in che Doctrine of Graco and 
Protidence. F012 ee eee 
Toft Let 
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Let us channow more particularly oonſider, 
. How -Godigovenns ind, ſo as to mae 
them the Inſtruments and iniſters of his 
Providence in the World. The Methods of 
the Di tine Wiſdom are Infinite and Unſearch- 
able, and e muſt not expect tully: to Som- 
aprehend N Secrets and ſerif God's 
ors ern ut ſomething we may know of 
to teach us to reverenoe God, 
—_ to in him, and to vindicate his Pro- 
— fond the Cavils of Ignorance and In- 
_ 6delity ;/::whbich is as much as is uſeful ſor us 
to — 5 And I ſhall reduce what I have to 
ſay, to two General Heads: z. The Govern- 
ment of mens Minds, of their Wills, their 
Paſſions, and — 2 de Govemment 
of their Actions. ei. Sion 1104 
1% A bas 81D 10 31SENLTSVORD 1 199W3 
e Gotatnmens af the N 
their Wills, an g Naſſions, an Ooui- 
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on; andhasafr e Principlerias the Mind Gf 
man is, it is not ungovernable:y | it may be po- 
vorned j and thats withoub/an Omaipotenc 
-Power,> agaitiſt its: own: Byiaſs,//and/withohr 
changing) &3ancli i:and what! map$ec 
done, certainly! can::d0i;:atnd whetr ith 
neneſſar tobe ends of Providence; we nay 
—— he: will de it. Lern man be never 
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ſential to the greateſt Power, It is certain, 
that to do good is the moſt glorious Power 
becauſe Good is in it ſelf a beautiful, lovely 
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but àn Arbitrary; Lawleſs Power, which tyn 
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niſchiet it pleaſes, and delights to do it, is a 
1 e thing indeed, but not glorious; 
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muſt be unaccounta 15 her Ways are un- 
ſearchable and paſt finding out, and therefore 
we muſt be contented in many, caſes, to be 
ignorant of the Reaſons of Providence ; and 
we have great reaſon' to be ſo, ſince we are fo 
ſecure that Infinite Wifg om will always act 
wiſely, and conſult the . ood of the 
world, and the happineſs of particular crea- 
cures, tho by. phoricy ſecret and incor re- 
benſibie to us: which teaches us not to deny 
oti cenſure Providence, wh we do not un- . 
derſtand the Reaſons of it; but in an entire 43 
belief of the wiſdom of God, quietly to ſub- 5e 
mit to all Events, and . adore 12 reverence , che 
his Judgments wich an implicite Faith, _ 
2. The better to ſatisfy us in a pto found 
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convinced him how ignoraht — marr 
of NE 28, 39, 40, 41. Chapters. Whe i: 1. 
that darlnet 5 counſel by words without knowledge 7. 
Gird up now thy loins like a man, for Id e of 
thet, and anſwer thou we; Where wal thou ue 
laid the foendations of the earth? teclare if thou baſt- 
underſtanding , ho hath laid the ineaſure thereof, - 
thou. knoweſt 2 or - who hath ſtretched the line 
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? who ſhe up the „ 
7 2 forth as if is had iſſued out ys 2 
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and canſed the day i 3 bus place t. 
Where us the way w . — gbe dwelletb? and . 


or darkneſs, whete iu the e Haß tlas 
ie into the treaſares be ſunt 7 or or baſt tho 
known the treaſures The bail? hath the rails. 
2 ? on who bath / begotten | the of the 
e womb. came'\the ice G and. % 
' beaven, who. bath'\gtndred ir? By 
ray fo 3 uch like Queſtions, expreſſed in. 
unimitable words, God convwances Jab how. 
ignorant he was of the moſt common and 
miliar Works of Nature; which made ic great 
Prefumption in hedge. — a Creature, to- 
cenſare the Wiſdom o Providence. And che. 
foroe of the Argument does not only conſiſt 
in this, That the very Works of — 
vince us, that God is ipfinitely wiſer than we- 
are, ean do great and excellent things 
which are above out ho derſtanding and there- 


pm never ought cenſure any thing 


| that; God does, becauſe he is ſo much! wiſer [ 
than we are, that we are not competent Judges } 
of what he does, Which is an unanſwer- Þ 
able Argument to teach us the moſt profound: t 
Reverence and the moſt abſolute Reſignation t 
of our ſelves to God: But the Force of this \ 
Argument reaches farther; 'That our igno- je 
rance of the Works of Nature is both the. 0 
Cauſe and the Proof of our great Ignorance el 
of the Works of Providence. For no Being ir 


1 can know how to goverm a world, who does | 
EP not know how to make it; and he who does j 
1 not know how to govern the world hitnſelf, n 


is a very unfit Judge of the Wiſdom of Pro- 
vidence, for he can never know When the th 
world is well and wiſely governed, becauſe he w 
does not now what belongs to the govern- MW fo 
ment of the world, +} oY I 
The wiſe government of all creatures muſt th 
be proportioned to their natures; and there- to 
fore without underſtanding the Philofophy of 
Nature, the Springs of Motion, the mutual Fa 
dependance of, Cauſes and Effects, what end the 
things are made for, and what uſes they ſerve, are 
we can never know what is fit to be done; nor en 
what can be done, or by what means it is to be Ml anc 
done, and then can never tell when anything is ¶ or 


3 done as iłſhould be: we kno not what the rales, ed 
; nor what the Ends of God's Government are ] 


which; makes it impoſſible to judge of the Wi ſel\ 
dom of Government: Without underſtanding I} anc 
che Natures of «chings, we muſt of 'neceflity I mit 
make as wild Conjectutes about Providence, I and 
as a blind man does of Light and Colours. cre 
As for inſtance; how is it poſſible to talk a. of 
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kind, in what manner, and by what means 
he turns their hearts, directs and influences their 
counſels, ſuggeſts thoughts to them, and foreſees 
their thoughts, and how they will determine 
themſelves; when we know ſo little of the 
Make and Frame of our Minds, where the ſpring 
2 is, and how we connect Propoſiti- 
ons, and draw Conſequences; what the pow - 
er of the Will is, how we determine our ſelyes 
in different matters, where the balance is e- 

ual? for tho we feel all theſe Powers in our 
elves, yet we know not whence they are, 
nor how they a st t. 1. , 
And yet how many intricate queſtions are 
| there, relating to the Diſputes of Providence, 
| which are wholly owing'to ſuch Nice Philo- 
ſophical Speculations, which we know no- 
thing of, 'and yet which ſome men perplex 
themſelves with, and undertake very gravely 
to deter. e M Ponies 4 lh 
Such are the Diſputes about Neceſſity and 
Fate, Preſcienoe and * Predetermination, and 
the liberty of Human Actions; which as they 
are differently determined, make very differ 
ent and Contrary Hy potheſes of Providence; 
and either charge God with the Sins of men, 
4 3 7 him from any Partnerſhip in Wick 
edn es. GU e 
For all theſe queſtions at laſt reſolve them- 
ſelves into this, How the Mind of man acts 
and determines it ſelf? Whether it be deter- 
mined from abroad, from a neceſſary Train 
and Series of Fatal Events, or from the De- 
crees and Predetermination or Foreknowledge 
of God? Ot whether it be a ſelf: moving Be- 
ing, and determines * from the 3 
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Willis moved, how it is determined, or deter- 


mines it ſelf ; whether by the Conſtitution of 


its Nature it always neceſſarily chuſes what it 
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Chuſes, or might have not choſe, or have 
choſen any thing elſe: Now whatever other 
men may 

Philoſophy of theſe matters, and therefore 
they don't concern mme. 1 


I'm ſure I know nothing of the 
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Others make God himſelf to be nothing 


elſe but Neceſſity and Fate, Who by Eternal 
and Irreverſible Decrees, as nece and eſ- 
ſential to him as his own Being, has deter- 
mined. whatever ſhall come to paſs/; but no 


man can pretend to know — without an 


Immediate Viſion, if I may ſo ſpeak, of the 


Naked Eſſence of God: His Attributes and 
Moral Perfections give us no notice of ſuch 


Fatal Decrees ; his Wiſdom, Holineſs, Juſtice, 


| _ Goodneſs; contain nothing of Fate and Ne- 


ceſſity; and thoſe who can ſee the very Ef 


ſence of God to be Fate, muſt be able to con- 


template his Pure Eſſence, and to know God 
after another manner than he ever yet mani- 
feſted himſelf to Creatures, or it may be, 
than it is poſſible for God to ſhow himſelf: to 
Cteaunseeee aon innen Shed 
Others conclude the Fatal Neceſſity of all 
Events, from God's Preſcience ; for they ſay, 
that God can forekno things only in his on 
Decrees; and therefore if God ows all 
things, all things are Decreed ; or however, 
what - God ; foreknows will come to paſa will 
certainly and neceſſarih/ come to paſiʒ aul 


thereſote all Events A and * 
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il they are all ſoreknown by God. But theſe 


are Concluſions which no man can be certain 


_ of, withont pretending perfectly to under- 


ſtand the Nature of Preſctence, or how God 
foreknows things to come ; for if God can 
foreknow what he has not decreed, and can 
foreknow What does not cone to paſs ne- 
ceſſarilſ, then the Preſcience of God does 
not inter a Fatality of all Events: And yet 
this may be, for ought we know, unleſs we 
perſectly underſtand the Nature of Preſci- 
ence, and how God foreknows things to 
come, and then we may foreknow thinęꝑs our 
ſelves. The. like may be ſaid of Gods con- 
courſe: with his Creatures in all their acti 
from whence they conclude, That the Wi 
of man in all its elections is determined by 
God, without whoſe concourſe it cannot 
nor detetmine it ſ el.. 
Theſe are all, Nice Philoſophical Speculati- 
ons, which creatures who are ſo ignorant of 
the Natures of things, can know nothing of; 
and therefore they are not fit to be made Ar- 
guments ſor or againſt any ching. 
The Sum is this 3 That ſince we muſt, Son- 
fe, our ſelyes ſo very ignorant of the Works 
of Nature, withont the knowledge of which ' 
in Ten thouſand Inſtances, it is impoſſible to 
. the Wiſdom of Providence, it is 
unreaſonable and ahſurd for us to demand an 
account of Gods Providences; but we. ought 
to be ſatisſied, to leave God to Govern the 
World with the ſame Sovereign and Unac- 
countable Wiſdom, which at firſt gays Being 
to all, things ⸗ 8 Doh? y 24.18 nt 970 
och ils ah vas e205 DOD AN 
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. Thirdly, That the Wiſe Government of che 
World requires ſecret and hidden Methods of 
Previdence; and therefore at leaft in this 
Aate we ought not to expect or defire a parti- 
cular Account or Reaſon of all Events 
The Wiſe-man tells us, It is the glory of God 
to conceal a thing, 25. Prov. 2. It is the Glory 
of the Divine Nature, that jt is incompre- 
henſible by us; and ir is the Glory of the Di- 
vine Provigence to be Unſearchable ; and 
therefore many of the Ancient Philoſophers 
and Poets forbid too curious an Enquiry'into 
the Nature or Providence of Gad ; and Se 
 phroniw gives a wiſe Reaſon for it, becauſe 
we are all born of Mortal Parents, and there- 
fore the perfect knowledge of an Inſinite Im- 
mortal Being, muſt be above us: Which is 
much the ſame Reaſon that Zophar gives, Vain 
man would be wiſe, tho-may be born like s wild 
Mes colt, 11. Job 12. This is a knowledge too 
reat for our birth, if our Natural Capacities 
bear proportion to it; for God muſt be a'very 
little Being himſelf, could he be comprehend 
ed by ſuch mean Creature. 
BZut that which I at preſent intend, is on 
to ſhew you, That the Wiſe Government 
the World requires, that the Divine Counſel, 
. that che Events and Reaſons of Providence 


ſnoũſd in a great meaſure be concealed from 
us; and I hope chat is a ſatisfactory reaſon; 


why God ſhouſd conceal them, if he can't 
fo wiſely govern the World without it. 
I would defire thoſe perſons who are ſo apt 
SI 
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preſently | underſtand, to fit down and agree 
_ themſelves, How they would have 
overn the world? Wut it is chat they 
— bo pleaſed with? But let them conſider 
well of it deſore- hand, that upon ſecond 
thoughes they don't find more to quar- 
rel at their own'ways and methods of govern- 
ing the world, has they now have to quarrel 
n find — ro h them, 
not find more reaſon to quarrel wit 
than they have now to quarrel with God. As 
A ve an Inſtance or two of this, uy way'et | 
MAY» 
Some ſeem” to be very much diſcantented 
- the — and Uncertainty — 9— 
vents t all things are in a perpetual Flux 
add Motion ; that no man knoweth what a 
day or an boar will bring forth : The inſtabi- 
liry of Fortune which 79 
and every — ſhews a loc face,” and _ | 
new and fi has been an old ä 
Complaint. 
Well — Would th mk this reQtifi- 
ed ? Would they have all the Events of Pro- 
vidence 'as conſtant, and regular, and un- 
changeable, as the Motions of the Heavens, 
as the Returns of Day and Nigh 120 of — 
and Summer? And — 
happen thus evenly and re —— will rt 
then promiſe to ny Jo a Providence 21 
tily ſuſpe& that they will be farther from b 3 
'lieving a 1 then, than they are now. 3 
We ſee that the Regular Motions of the Hea- 3 
'yens, and the Uniform Productions of Nature, 1 
which ſo ſeldom vary, that it is thought Por- 
&ntous and Ominious if they do, cannot con- 
vince 
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vince them, That ,Godigoverns:the Heavens 
as far as all cheir Vertues and Powers move 


and act uniformly, by conſtant and-unerring 


Laws: and if the regular uniformity of Nat 
ture is not thought = theſe men a ſufficient 
Proof of a Providence, I doubt à conſtant 
and uniform round of all Events would he 
thought much Jeſs ſo: Thoſe who nowire- 
ſolve all the uncertain; Changes and Revoluti- 
ons that happen, into Neceſſity and Fate, 
would have more reaſon to do ſo, did Provi · 
dence always ſhew the ſame face and appear 
Ances, as the Heavens do. ee l Dit 
But can they tell what kind of Uniformity 
and Stability of Providence it is, would pleaſc 
them ? Would they have all mens Fortunes 
equal? Thar there ſhould be no diſtinction 
between Rich and Poor, High and Low, 
Princes and Subjects, the Honourable and the 
Vile? I believe few of them would like ſuch 
a Levelling Providence, which, as the ſtate 
of mankind now is, would deſtroy: the good 
Government of the world, and gnoſ of the 
Pleaſures and Conveniences of Life-; and yet 
without this, the Providence of God is not 
ſo uniform towards men, as it is towards Beaſts ; 
and thoſe who fare worſe than others of the 
fame nature with them, will ſtill complain. 
- Tf then Providence muſt not deal alike by 
all men, do they mean by the Uniformity 
and Stability of Providence, That mens For- 
tunes, whatever they are, ſhall always be che 
ſame? That the Rich and Proſperous ſhall 
always be Rich and Proſperous, and the Poor 
always Poor, and Beggars and Slaves? e 
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theſe Objects be all Rich and malen 51 
doubt they will never agree to this; for the 
Poor and Miſerable muſt needs think it hard 

uſage — be always poor, without room for 


But ſuch 2 Stablliy of Providence as this, 
would deſtrey the wiſe and juſt Government 
of the World; for how ſhould God reſtrain and 
puniſh Wickedneſs, and reward and encou- 
rage Vertue, if the Rich muſt always be Rich, 
and the Poor always Poor? Nay, how. can 
the Providence of God do this, without ma- 
king men Vertuous and Vicious too, by neceſſity 
and Fate? When Wantonneſs and Prodigality, 
Idleneſs and Folly, will ſpend or loft an 
Eſtate; and Frugality, Prudence and Dili- 
gence will get one. And when all. men in 
this world muſt not be equal, does it not more 
become the Wiſdom and juſtice of Providence, 
that mens own Virtues and Vices ſhall in a 
great meaſure make the diſtintion, and carve 
out their own Fortunes for them 

So that when men 9 of the Un- 
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till we can make men all move alike, as 


l s; 
4 pylarly and uniformly as the Heayenly a 
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Fortune, as they . 
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- wsk theſe Objectors, Whether to remove 


warded nor 


eheir deſerts: That 


it one Event to the'righteons - — 


makes the Events of Providence very ſudden, 


and that they may the better underſtand the 


| * 


do, it id an —— and e cork] 


888 That Prowdence does not act regu- 


and that the Events of Providence Gie 
nor always the the ſame. 

Another great Complaint againſt Provt- 
Jones is, That good men are ve ＋ 
men puniſhed accordi 

That many bad men are by 
von in this world, and ſome. men 
Giriferers : That al things come alls to ab gy 

1 


the good and to'the clean, had vhs chlo ye 
dim that and bie tbr 
2 


4 d the good, fo i the ſinner ;' and he 2 
eth, e & , 9 Ecel. 2. "Thi 


myſterious, and'unaccountable ; that no man 
Ro what — — 'to make his life 


for whether he be gen 
— of may y be happy or miſerable, 2 


g tion, I ſhall conſide? 
it more hereaſter; but at preſent . 


Difficulties and Uncertainties of Providence, 


Reaſons of all — do in earn 
eſt deſire, That God ie 2 mat- 


ter to a Certainty, by-puniſhing all bad men 


ir deſerts? If they do, I muſt 
tell pw Jack Chriſt told the two Brethren, 
ho defied. that they ſit one on his 


might 


Right hand, and the other on his Left mo 
Kingdom, + ark ye know not what : Teck 


x — ———̃ ——— 


moſt rel thing · that could 


r af mm Ad oo RAE ct / Es 


r 


Derr 


* 
8 1 
8 . 7 , 
* 0 
| ” o 

' 1 8 T ? 

Y . 1 P Y 

; . ö — 9 I 

3 . * a — 


1 
1 
0 


7 
4 | 


E J | 
7 1 : 
Fo | 
. 
iN 


- 
"ge _ 
wy * 
a * 0 * 
= 
— 
2 Dn. 
= * * 
* 
- 
, . 
* , 


theſs men dere ence and 
| 98 — requires 


- 
*+ 
0 - 


as vp 
le Reward op be and ab profen 
bn, Swacd of. every, 8000 


— , 


* 8 
ln A 
4 - 
* 


. and Forgiveneſs of 
, or for the Repentance of Sinners; And 
is it not much more deſirable, for ever to be 
ignorant of the Reaſons of Providence, than 
to have ſuch Proofs and Demonſtrations of 
Providence as this? 
Let me deſire theſe unthinking Cavillers at 
Providence, to review their Objectio over 
again, and conſider what is the meaning of 
every word init, and how upon ſecond 
thoughts they like it themſelves. © © 
That they may have a plain and certain 
Reaſon of God's Judgments,” they deſire that 
no man may ſuffer any external Calamity, 
but only for ſin; and that every ſinner may 
be puniſh'd in this world according to his de- 
ſerts; and tlien they will believe, That there 
is a Providence that governs the world; tho 
it is better for the world that they ſhould con- 
tinue Infidels, than be thus convinced. Well 
then, who in the firſt place are theſe ſinners | 
whom they would have puniſhed ? Do they 0 
mean every one who does a wicked action; ¶ re: 
or every impenitent and incorrigible ſinner? an. 
If every one who at any time does any tur 
wicked action, muſt be puniſhed for it, then fert 
is is plain that no man can eſcape ; then there ¶ and 
is no place for Repentance or Forgiveneſs, but I it i: 
a ſpeedy Vengeance muſt purſue the ſiiner; ¶ imp 
- and God knows, we are all ſinners, and muſt I the) 
all be puniſhed ;-and if this removes one Ob- I no a 
jection againſt Providence, Im ſure it will T 
very much encreaſe another; from the many dad 
evils and miſeries that are in the world, which I may 
will be many more, and much greater, if eyery ec 
ſin muſt recive its juſt puniſhment. 1 rings 
Gl 121 


"If they mean only That impenitent and 
incotrigible ſinners muſt be puniſhed,” then 
they muſt allow, that God may ſpare a ſinner 
a great while, and then very great ſinners may 
bs proſperous a great while, and if they re- 
pent at laſt, may finally eſcape the Judgments 
of God; and then the Proſperity of Sinners 
can never be an Argument againſt Providence, 
unleſs they can preſcribe to God, juſt how: 
long and n longer, he may juſtly ſpars ſin- 
ner 1: Ka 0 1 De en c 15 Stach * 

It is an eaſy matter to I! of any 
thing, and to ſtart Difficultiès and Objections, 
but it is impoſſible for the Wit of man to re- 
duce Providence to ſuch a Certainty as theſe 
men deſire: Tho God 7 the world by 
never ſach fixed and ſteady Laws, we can ne- 
ver ſee it in external Events, ſo as to be able 
to aſſign a reaſon of all that good and evil 
which happens to particular men. 
For would they have God reward every 
good man, and puniſh every wicked man, or 
reward and puniſh every man for the good 
and evil that he does? There is a gteat mix- 
ture of good or bad in moſt men; that for dif- 
ferent reaſons they may deſerve both Rewards 
and Putiſtimenty;-abd tho God knows when 
it is fit to reward or yan ſuch men, yet it is 
impoſſible we ſhould ; and therefore whether 
they bs rewarded or puniſhed,” we can give 
no account of E127. 5% 0 1 . Dine 23T f 

There is alſo a great mixture of good and 
bad in moſt actions; ſome very bad actions 
may not deſerve Puyiſhment; as the ef 
fe of Ignorance, or Sutprize, or ſuch in- 
rintible Temptations, as Human Nature, 
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Wits would deſire None be 
Fot. 3 * deſire that ae tht 67 lp 


without 
e'God 


hs 
EEE: = 


ho 2 moms deſire 4 you ** be 
contented to be ignorant 3 Reaſons of” 
— — of thoſe good and evil Events 
which happen to men; why God puniſhes 
one man, and ſpares or rewards another x 
| why he does nos pa not puniſh puniſh thoſe whom we — * 2 
to deſerve 9 r reward thoſe whom 3 
we think worthy Reward. God has : 
N wiſe Reaſons for all this, but we cannot un- b_ 
g derſtand them; and it is happy for us all that .J 
| they. are not underſtood. 

This ſhews how abſurd it is for us to de- 
mand a Reaſon, and to com that we - 
cannot give a Reaſon of all the — 
Providence: And I ſhall o only Werte this by 
the way, That if men wo in other caſes 
take the ſame courſe that I have done in this, 


Eee . 2 
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els all their Objections againſt 
. let them turn 
try whether that * be 
A Fes confider how would 
55 pence, 
ly for the with and happy Gos 
vernment of the world, if it were fo Toy 
challenge th greateſt Pretenders to Wie 1 


are: That is, Whatever BY 095 
hays what — S T ond whocter” Þ it : 


* 
* 


: Reiſon;' to give any one Inſtanee of ithis u- 
tire to name any one thing AG 
uatrel at, which they know how to mend: 

1 dy that choſe who complain moſt, cafft teil 
nom any thing could be better dene; it is Ri- 

diculous and r to find fault; which e 

are no hard words in ſuch a Cauſe as this. n 

But this is not all Fintend, merely to ſhew, MW : 
That this is an Unreaſonable Objection MW 4 
againſt Providence, That the Events of it are P 
W. 

er 

an 


many times very uncertain, hidden, and my. 
ſterious, and ſuch as we cannot give the par« 
tioular x eaſons of 5 but Hkewiſe to 9 ry 
That the Wiſe Government of Mankind re. 
quires ĩt ſnotild be fo ; and to repreſent to yon 
The great and excellent Advantages et it 
Now T fappbſe- you will all grant, That 
what is moſt for the Glory of God, for tlie 
advancement of true Piety, and the Reſtraint 
ingehs World” dead if you wil gare 
ing the 10 it you will grant this! 
doubt not but I ſhall preſently ſatisfy you, 
That the Wiſe Government of the workd:re- 
quires fecret and hidden Methods of Prom 
dence; ſuch uncertain' and ſurprizing Even 
as at leaſt we 1 of, till u 
comes to Its laſt concluding ue. n 
7 rc ons bur er 

r. For what is there that excites in u 
greater Admiration of God, than to ſee greii 
and glorious things brought to paſs by a long 
< and winding Labyrinth of ſurprizing and per 
plex d Events, which we know nothing! of; 
nor Whither they tend, till ufo Tee Whert they 
end? Mankind never * Wiſe 
** plain 7 


! 
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in and obvious,. and every man's thought; 
— there is nothing in it which ſhews. 
any extraordinary Contrivance : But When 
unexpected Events are brought to paſs by un- 
ſuſpected means, and yet deſigned and direct 
ed by a ſteady and unerring Counſel; When 
great things are done by ſuch means, as have 
no Natural Cauſality to produce ſuch Effects, 
and therefore can give no notice nor the leaſt 
ſuſpicion of hat is a- doing; When our very 
Fears are turned into Triumphs, and that 
which ſeemed to threaten us with ſome | 
evils, is made the Inſtrument of ſome. great 
and izing Bleſſings; When bad men are 
enſnareck in their own Counſels, and fall into 
the Pit which they have Gigged tor others; 
When God turns their Curſes into Bleſſings, 
and ſaves NR men by the Miniſtry of thoſe 
who inte their Ruin: Theſe, I ſay, and 
and ſuch like Pvents, of which there are nu+ 
merous Inſtances both in Sacred and Prophane 
Story, and which our own. obſervation may 
ſurniſſi us with freſh Examples of, juſtly give 
us r thoughts of the Divine 
Wiſdom; a Wiſdom which is to be reveren -- 
ced and feared? as well as praiſed ; for who 
$ as in ſtrength 2. Who bat 
15 will, ered ? | 
24ly; The ancertain Events of Providence, 
That good and evil is promiſcuouſly diſpen- 
ced; That God does not always viſibly re: 
4 che good, nor youll the wicked; tho 
ſignally rewards fome' good men, and: as 
7 emarkably puniſhes ſome wicked men, is the 
Vite Mechod-of 2 Mankind. That 
7 2 
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hs the. Protection and the 


Miraculous Deliverances which God 


mies, are a pln, pooch eyen the exter- 
nal Proſperity |.0 { oo * a My 
God's Favour to them 1 805 external . 
ferings. and Calamities of b ad meg, ga : 


fome good men are. viſibly i 
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The ellential kifference b 
evil, the Hopes and Fears o FOR 
ence, the Promiſes and Threatnings of 
pture, and the Scripture-Examples of 
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wrought for his Peo ple, and the W Fug 
Deſtruction. he has "bro ht upon Wes Ehe 


of his. Anger and Vengeance: And, chen, th 
all, good men are not ſo viſ ix rewarded in 
this world, nor all bad; mei puni ed, Ye 
unce no good excepted. 
Proiles,- ngr 00 bj men from his 1 
s, the Rewards of ſome 1804 en i 
lr 4 and the) 7 
ments executed upon ſome bad men, is a 
fon for all bad men to fear. * bel); aN 
And chis. is better accommor plows ll 


Divine Providence. 
offers '\ofs Force and Violence to men 
leaves them more to the e vie their 
own free choice. Should God make fiicws 
viſible differetice emer r= all good and bad 
men in this world, that all gobd men ſhoutd 
be proſperous and happy, '4hd'all' bad men 
m Fable, there would be no more choice 
left to men, Whether they wonld be good or 
bad; than; Whether chey would ſpend their 
lives'in Health th or Sicknels, in Riches or Pes 
verty, in Honour or Dilftace ; but where 
the Eventi h nc not certain there! is room leſt for 
wiſe Conlideration , for II opes and Fears, 
may are che Natural Spies of a Free 
ice. 15 
greg beiides this ; That all good men are 


this world, gives us a truer wet acer of th 
nature of preſent thin 58, and reaſonable ex- 
pectations of greater Rewards and 
ments ered” We ſhould be too apt to 
think, chat che” enjoyments of 'this life were 
che beſt and; greateſt chings, d the peculiar 
3 of ec Favour, dd none — — 
in them; and were they the 
00 men, we bold 
World, and little think of an 

OO 7 fuch Divine Vertues —— 
1265 that ſtate: Nay, we ſnould want che 

brat” Argütdent for another Life, That 
fr good miert are not rewarded, nor alt bad 


. EE: in this world -which - ad wh nt 
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on of another life. nth 
Bin os we ſee bad men proſ e 8 
1 ol 994 bod, and good hen ſu 
vhs ry bad men 


not rewarded, nor all bad men — Ar 


+ this e us, 
That 


, v3 


** * 1 * 4 N * q — a WIE? 9 7 * 
, N „ 
\ | 4 


That neither the Bleflings nor the Suffers 
of this life are the Final Rewards or 
ments of good or bad men: That God hz 
greater Bleſſings reſerved for good men, and 
greater Miſeries for the wicked; Which is a 
greater Incitement to a Divine and 0 * 
Vertue, and a greater Reſtraint to Wicked- 
nefs, than any preſent Rewurds or Puniſh- 
ments can be. S0 chat chis Uncertainty df 
Events which ſome men complain of, and 
which we can ſeldom give à feaſohable a- 
count of when we come n 
and particular perſons, is fo far from being x 
Pefect in Providence, that it is the wiſeſt Me- 
thod of Governing Mankind, both cenfider- 
ed as a Free Agent, and as an Immortal Crea- 
ture, who muſt live in another world, whitn 
ke Opeeraing of Ever wy 
3h. This Uncertainty of u Events, 1 
el undd exerttle 6f many Aal 

and Vertues, which there would be ho place 
for, With reſpect to this world, were chu 
vents and Reaſons of Providence knowh'snd 
certain: Such as Faith, and Hope, and Trtiſt, 
"and Dependance on God, which there would 
be little uſe of in this world, were all goad 
men immediately rewarded; for they aft 
ſpect abſent, unſeen, unknd un Events. 
ficulties and Sufferings, hich in Scrig 
are called Temprations, are the trials" bf Ver- 
tue: When we ferye God without any. p- 
ſpect of a preſent reward; and ruſt in h 
and depend on hum, when we Are forfagen of 
all other hopes; when we ſay with Jo Th: 
be flay me, yet will Itruſt in him; or with the 
Prophet Habbutul, 3. 17, 18. Altho * . 
2861 4 Shs „ a) 


* . 


YN 


— 4 14 


l 
gpl d al 


e 


e „ ˙ U T7” YT CCRT 


a 


2 7 


ld 2 dio e 


be, hd the ka 


Divine Providence. 


7 edit - b 


all be. ng berd in 


re- 
1 will joy 1 1 8 F Fr 
i Bl Vet i F Provide = 
particular Reon of 0 ror ence 
1 


5 5 8 and Þ cet 
i Was, he not poſ- 
meant and intend- 
ities on him; 
his was only a trial 
Gere ers, and that God 
rd theſe ſufferings wich Avery.long 
rous Life, with, a,new increaſe, o 
| EL ve 155 1 


= 


- 


16 


1 Diſwadhe of he 
- of-the- Events of Providence, tha 
bot what ſhalh be, nor in many 
Aſons eee is | 
and therefore 


my * marr | is 
2 Beauty and Perfection of 


Providence.” 6 An! 1 BITE", 216" ee 
en wyifhmeds yorlt GH ; gonzhivort ni 
© hr Fourthly, We are _ neceſſ:rilyignorantoſi2 
great many things, without. che n f 
hich it is impoſſible for us to und the 
Reaſons. of Providence; and therefore e 
Quhc <p" moe to complain that e are igno- 
5 the Reaſons of Providence, chan we 
do of our ignorance of other mattars, with. 
out the knowledge of which the Reaſomof WU + 
Providence cannot be werf r Nev 1 
ſome few of them: Ar: Hamit sus 


ene 40 73 oft ob oungqnLe nt 


ä dee knewobett 


applied right, it id 4 — cs apple 
wrong ; eſpecially as to the ſuffe — — — gd 
men: For we very oſten take 


bo tf 1 Me are wrpricnomnt of Men, ü £ 


: ſerved before/: We know not their Hearts; and 0 
thoughts, and counſels, wel ſee little of theit , 

private Converſation, we cannot look into 

their Cloſets and Retiremohts ; and un- 
what men are, it is im- 
peſſible we ſhould underſtand the Reaſons of 
Lodz Providence towards them: : Nou tho 25 
0 berternal appearances, there is ſome truth 
ingchis Objcchan, Thar bad men are oſten- 
times very proſperous, and good mem afflifted 
in this world ; yet-I I doubt inorbnotwtbentdis 
| n is applitd to the Preſperity or A- 
fiction of partieular: men, where id is ente 


„ep, who. are adt ſo, and tee 
ber pluck 


"Didi . | N ide cr. 


. themſelves, 

pom mn are = ſo; _ 
e if any misfortune or —— beſal ſuch 
r e known, we are a 5 
wonder that God ſhould ati fuch g 

as they are, and think it a great — 
in Providence; when they themſelves know 
- tharthey:deſerve all that they" ſulſer'; and a 
greut deal more. 2 1913 
Nay; Ibelieve chere is not a good man in 
the world, h knows himfelf , Nr impar- 
tially obſerves his on thou . 
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ſſions 
d and actions; but knows a reaſon w God 
3 affficts him; knows how 
it, and how he wants it, and can 


e careſt ſeverities of Providence tb- 

' wards him Kl: 1. I am ſure; all the good -.]n 
in Scripture do ſo, excepting Fob ; they fre- 
queaely :-0dffefs :2mbrbewail/ cheir- fits, i and 

— — uſtice and _ l God 
Auer tt iſh, ; And as for Jol all that 

the —— on; is to juſtify. his own? Upright- 
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'H A his un 5 

8 . knew noching ſo bad be 
——— to deſerve ſuch amazing Su 


— — And Heer 
Caſe was very 


and it'ap 
. Jer Onl didrex o, 
» kim for ſome — wickedneſs, — — _ 
exciſe his Faith and Patience, and to fake 
him a Glorious and Trium Example of 
- new adherence to God er the lovereſt 
Y 8 3 1 : 
bh! Now-vtien: theres tangy — nn in che, 
world, who upon his own account can charꝑ 
AJ? ng 7 is ft God % 
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ſome private Quarrals 
ſome men paigt 
each other as lack as Hell caa wake them, 


in Roligion, or 
Worſhip: ney, differ 


and then / quarrek;with Heaven if it docs, not 
revenge their Quarrels 
geance which they deom each other to. 

And cas for others, Whe with more reaſon 
are thought bad men, as guilty of know 
— Jet they may have great £ 


eb and / execute that Ven- 


in chem; many Gener — — 
Social Verwas, which —— 
mem in a Gown 
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noowkhftandiog their cher 7 do ag id 
other bad N ome ſecret and! la- 
e e erte, hich deſerve to be 


and when this is, God alone 

but if we know it, we ſhould have 

eee quad wi e 

to ſuch men, whichis intended 

e them t Repentance. And ag for 
ate finners who are at open defiance 


markable Vengeance at one time or other of- 
altes chem, and vindicates the guſtice of Pro- 

viden@in ddr Confuſion . So eaſy Were it 
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Wards good and ehe gone Ree we Lufliciently 
m eee nd ae 

ma a r 
' ihtpad of anſweriggic, we ſhould deny che 


of che Objeston, the have: no way 
2 ie. Shogid- ons Who Phat all good 
e all had men punihed, 
whe! de ſerve rewarded or puniſhed-in 
this world; they have no way to diſprove this, 
bur by plain neee ridoniog a, 
g60d men Nr who deſerve a ward, 
Ant ſome bad men proſperdus, who deſerve 


to be puniſtid : No this they can newer do, 


Without ptotendittg to ænͥ]ꝗ/ Vat s ain man, 
+ ee their Inde, to he nhequainted with all 
their Seats; in a werd, to know men ns 
Sod knows chen: For chamb ſome men arc 
HMlicbad; whom we tlünk good men, and it 
4 D —5 
; a mixtur 
e en good in-thele :gaod and bad ma, 
Run We cannot ſoe, as may make it ve 
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A thou 78. 
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cannot Ny know the 
89985 ery modeſt in < 


. We are in moſt” caſes 2 none 
allo of the Counſels and gus 6 vi- 
dence: We ſeldom 3 7 in os oh 
what God is a doing in the 9 and chen 
impoſſible for us to underſtand the admi- 


. ble. d iſdom of all choſe han Ay nap Events, 


which tend to In the beſt- 
contrived Plot there er alws 2 be ſme 
2 full of nothing but Ae er ** 9 
fufion, till the End e and then 
we admire the Skill a ES the Poet. 110 
Now the great Obſcurities and Difficultics 
Providence are in ſuch 9 85 5 
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Books as they are, and as diffientt as it is to 

apply the ſeveral parts of them to their parti- 
cular Events; yet thus much is plain in ok; 
Fe there is a long Series and Chain of B- 
venes; Which reach from Age to Age, with 
Infinite Tutnings and Variety of Widom, di- 
rocted by a ſteady and unerring Counſel, to 
ſome Unknown, but Glorious: Concluſton. 
And when the Divine Counſels' are ſo deep 
and myſterious; and fo far out of our ſight; 
when we ſee ſo little a part of whar God 
does, and know not what end God aims at in 
je, how impoſſible is it, chat we ſhould under- 


ftand the reaſon of particular Events 2 Had 


we a certain and particular Hiſtory of what 
God has already done, and conld-we certain- 
ty underſtand the Propheſies of what is fill 
to be done in every Age, and in all fueceeũ - 
ing Ages; that we could have one View of 
Providence: from the Beginning to the End, 
werfhtould be more competent Judges of the 
Wildom, Beauty, and Juſtice of Providence; 
burt when our acedunts of what is paſt are ſo 
imperſect and uncertain, and our Know- 
tedgs of what ig to come much more im- 
perfect than of what is paſt; When we 
know! ſo Httle of our own Age, f our 
ow] Countrey, of our on Neighbour». 
hood, it is as impoſſible to underſtand 
the Reaſons of Providente; as it is to 
underſtand the wiſe Contrivanco gs 
a $42 eo gn 
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oſ a cone Ac orit 
— . ne bs vt 
Th is certain; that ue ca never under. 
fland the Reuſons of Prövidence, without 
ane ene God; And ſor 
what end every thing is J ſor every 
3 is well or ill —_— as it ſerves — x 
end ſor which it is intended; and 
we iheyiins Xcbforetdy prenind:es — 
all the ſecret Counſels 5 God, as all the Rea- 
ſons of Providence: This very reafon St. Paul 
gives, why the Providence of God is ſo un- 
ſearchable, r. — 34. 4 wy 


riches both and — 
how unſeare are — — —— 


paſt finding out! For erty — = 
the Lord; ar who bath been his Counſellov 3 

34%. We are very ignorant alſo of the ſtate 
N 
is e We e v 
comprehend the Reaſon of God's Providence / 
in this: world. te ty tem: 1 Inn V. 

It 5 4 W thing 26 uud of Pn 55 
without taking the other World into the ac 
count. Were there o other life aſter this, 
it were not worth the while to diſpute, Whe- 
ther there be a Providence, or not 7 for he- 
ther there be or be not 2 Providence, 0 
are as they are; and if Death par 5 00 
us; it is of 10 great conſequences which is 
35 ty i 2 reaſen why fome men ſo 


againſt a Providence, is be- 
bee are — to believe that there 
is 4 or another world; and the reaſon 
why we fo zealonfly-conrend fora Providence, 
9 ſelves againſt all oroſs Events, 
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Da 


. 


7 cc 


| _ Divint® Provides | 134" 


. Re if chews be another 158 458 
this, it is evident, that the Reaſons of Prot? 
dence muſt in many caſes be wholly fetched” 
from the other world. If we muſt live d 
another world when we remove oùt of this, 

then this life is but one ſhore Seene of Prowi- . 
dence; and the government of Mankind in 
this world, is chiefly in order to the next; and 
then the Reaſons of God's Gevernment alſo 
muſt relate to the next Word: Aud if we 
muſt judge of ehe Providence oſ God by its 

relation to the next World, it will give a ge. 
neral Anſcrer eo all the Diſhcultles of Ptovi- 
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The gener! *Anfwer is this, That an de 


5 — 2 
world, / will de rectifed in dhe fen; 


en we ſee this done, we fall then ſee 
Wicdem of what we now call the Irrogutee 
e Providence. "Iris 
| 1 no an can pre 
it cane — — ate, ugg 
2 — — — 
he robe 0 er 
ons probable that it will be-fo; -- : 
| bobs nh believe another world, be- 


Alſo chat men ſhall be ly re- 
oy: good 3 greatly 
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A: . of iahe; 


1 and the wicked puniſned in ch. 
e Chriſtians are aſſured that 
Walde lo, by the San Me Revelations. o 855 
ptare ; that good man ee be. eternally, pen 
warded in Heaven, and men 955 


puniſhed in Hellfire: And it is wonderful tg 
me, that any Chriſtians who prof b tobe 5 1 


this, ſhould puzzle themſelves about 5 
A 


eulties of Providence; for what 
\ afe; there, which Eternal Aae E 
ternal Miſeries wil not anf bed i} 

The great Prof] perity of bad, Za elpeci 
ay. Mn. fans openly en Pw 0 


all the e e n e 


— to. Poyerty and Diſgrace, Pex Stk, 
fexings: of, 00d men, 51 H 0014 


See in Flames, 1 hea 

Drop. of, Water to co 
Tongue; could they ſee Lazar in 4 ams 
Boſom, no longer begging an Alms, bu 
Cage With allt of Paradilez 
Could they ice the. Puniſbments of, L 2 — 
Laadecurent and ce 0 d the G 
Crowns of Martyrs, would 6 — — any 
longer complain of Providences Would t 
think God too kind to men, or $991 
e e ne I EE 
II t na ewar ents 
good and bad men are reſerved for the next 
world, there is no difficulty at ab 2 in che is 
880 of ſome bad men, and 

the good in this world; for they art 

n intend- 


Divine Providence. 


om ee of Diſcipline and 2 
ments, 1 M 0 ipline 

1 the Juſtice: of 04 04 

eee in it, as the Wiſdom of Pro 

ce; which” we WHO know” not what be- 

10 the government of the world, re 

7 or zunfit judges of. This leaves raom for 

- 35 his on Infinite Wiſdom ſhall direct; 


to! Gereiſe reat Patience and Long: ſuffering 

towards bad men, to make them the Mini- 
| ſters and Executioners of his Vengeance upon 
I wicked world; or to lead them to Regen- 
ace 5 arid » ——— the . —— pers 

n, to re: e temper of their 

123 their paſſions, to exerciſe and im- 
rove their Graces and Vertues; in a word, 
make bad men good, and tomake good men 
better; and to ſerve the wiſe ands af hit Go- 
yernment and Providence by bon. 
So that the belief of another world, wh 
1 general Anſwer to all the Difficulties of Pro- 
videnee; and it does not become a Chriſtian 
to call any thing a Difficulty in Providence, 
which the other world will anſwer. That 
chere are ſuch Pifficulties as we can give no 
15 acdougt of without another Hſe, we all acknow- 
ws MN ledge, and know that it muſt be fo ; fort 
ny Wl iis life have a relation to the next, the Rea- 
bots of Providence in many caſes: muſt of no- 
d eeflity be fetched from the next world; and 
+; therefore when an Atheiſt diſ tes with a 
e Chrifian'cagainſt Providence, it he will ſay 
ex IN any” thing to the purpoſe, he muſt diſpute a- 

zainſt Providence, upon- the ſuppoſition of 
another life,” and prove that the eternal Re- 


Wards and Paniſhments of the next world 
L 2 cannot 
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— of; the 


.<} REY 
know ſo little 2 the 1. 5 Wor X ae 
impoſſible for us to give a partieular rea 0h « 
every paſſage of. Providence, Which i xelat 
the next world., offs nf 5; nar ; 

II ſays which. ar 4 ;£h 
which are the greateſt 


good men. The belief of ang 
anfwer all men The batt of * 
concern this 1 thoſe ty 
concern the ſtate of the other world, i 
not anſwer ; hut then there lain'r 
why we canngt:aniwer ſuch Diff 
Becauſe we 06 gs 
— a other ent ; 
&.,0ugh jy 9 þ 
es EE here, e 15 095 yt We 
eme into world n 
Þ Fill be no 550 by OR 


trou 


rohable ch Fu 1 Blow 
and; an py 2 e 1 this Wc 
Which is no, Obiectien as; 
wich 8 199 life, hu 
\@ulty:of i Com la 
al men haye. I c 
happy or 1 10 
ſo many Ages ſu a C5 
ing ah, Jews: ad Js, in Tenorance. | Þ 
Hager Idola peeling: That Choi 


ſo 6 
| "God, e 2 80 Neche Foy 4 
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he Prod. 
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hip of Chriſt* This Js, Terf tiene 
and times A gfeutet Difficulty | 

feht evils and 'calamities; bechuſe tie befſe- 

17 Fes of it Tach to Eterhity Ln wond 

Bur chen the whole Pacht in öde 

thin this, That we know not what there 

ted ition of fuch men is in the other world vH 

fviticible ignorance of the ue 

1595 Four ate Jeſys Chriſt in this. 

e do not know, butcbelivee 

1 EP hat we are verily perſwadet, 

could \ What their ſtate: is in tke other 

dna, e ſhould! ſee no reaſon to aye 


oe ge or Goodneſs of Ge 
902 Ar acc And have wel atry reaſon chen 
to _quatret Wirt God, only becauſe we know 
Rot Ho Be Beals with che ignorant Heathons 
the” hext” world'? If we knew hehe God 
* wi theſe tuen, ald knew that he deale 
5 by them, as far a8 wee Sould judge ch 
would be 4 difficatry ; but hat Difficn Na 
5 in knowing nd 1. 5 itis of the matter? 
if we” know. noch t, we — 
e judge ching '0 een Men m 
ery much iche to quarrel with God, 
no will raiſe Objections from what t 
confeſs they ns of; and — cis 
not gueſs how they ſhoul know any ching 6f 
the ſtate of 1 notant” Heathens in the nent 


world, ſince tlie Scripture ſays nothing of iti; 
/ on, et this can be 5 by v Nenn 


tor” we cannot Hook into th other world. 


God 


i 4 


en 


4 Diſcourſe of u 


The plain „„ ee 
men, without any Authority of Sgripturtꝭ 
conlidently aſm; That ignorant [Hoathens 
ſhall; ſuffer the ſame Condemnation hieb 
Chriſt has threatned againſt wilful dnfidals, 
and wicked Chriſtians; and then it ma vel 
be thought a great Difficulty, That God ſhduld 


as ſeverely puniſh men for not knowing _ 


when he was never preached! to them, a 
they had no othet poſſible way of knowing 
him, as he will puniſh thoſe who have had af 
Goſpel of Chriſt preached to them, but in 
ſuſed to believe in im, or hate eſſed che 
Faith of Chriſt, but lived very wickedby./ Thi 
1 conſeſs, is a great Difficulty, but ĩt is 4 Di 
ficulty of their ;own making ; and I {haul 
think it much more ſafe for our ſelves, und 
much more honourable | for God, to confeſs 
our Ignorance of ſuch matters as we have 10 
poſſible way to know, and to reſen all ſuch 
unknown Caſes to the Wiſdom, Juſtice, and 
Goodneſs of God, than ta pretend to know 
what we cannot know, and from thence to 
raiſe ſuch Objections as we cannot anſwer: , 
Whatever Difficulties immediately relate to 
the ſtate of the other world, we muſt be con: 
tented ſhould remain Nifficulties till we go 
thicher-;' for we: kn little. in particular 
about the other world, chat ãt ĩs ũ 1 
ſnould be able either to ſatisf our ſelyes:or 
others in ſuch matters ;; but theſe are not prox 
perly Difficulties, in Providence ; for they 0 
not ſo much concern the government of thi 
World, as of the nekt. l 
Thus IT have at large ſhewen, not only, That 
the Abſolute Power of God makes him-Unac- 
a Ms {6 * =" ? 1 RT : countable, 
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countable , 25 the Sovereign Lord of the 
World ; but; That his Infinite Wiſdom is a- 
bove tg comprehenſion of our Narrow Uns 
deiſtandings; he is not bound to give an ac 
— ey all' the Wiſe Deſigns of his Provis 

ee; and we are not capable of receiving it: 
This indeed is ſo plain/at the firſt hearmg; 
c6:u1l men who believe God to be Infinitely: 
Mie, and are ſenſible of their own Ignorance; 
thut I ſfiould have been aſhamed to have in- 
ſiſted ſo long on it, did not All men know: 
who know any thing of this Diſpute, That 
moſt r the ions againſt Providence 
ate Wholly-6wing to this cauſe, That men will 
not allow God to do what they cannot under- 
nd: And the beſt way Leould take to teach 
tneſe mei more Modeſty in cenſuring Provi- 
dende, was to ſhew them particularly, That if 
God govern the World Wiſely, there hre a 
thouſind:things which they muſt of neceſſity 
be ĩgnorantiof, and then t can be no Objedtts 
om againſt the Wiſdom; Juſtice, and Good- 
neſe of God in governing the world, that 
they cannot in many eaſes give a ſatisfactory 
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account: of the Particular Reaſons of Provi- 
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Hfibh, Let us now enquire / in what cafes 
this id à reaſonable Anſwer to all the Pifficul-· 
ties of Providenee; That God giveth wo account 
of bu matrers; That the” jagments! of God are 
unſexrchable, and bis ways paſt finding our. And: 
there is great reaſon for his Eng that no 
man may preſume to attribute any thing ti 
God; which can never be reconciled with the 
common Notions of Good and Evil, Juſt and 

die Es Unjuſt, 


Mercy in chuſing.. ſomesfew oũt 
mupted Maſs of Mankind to bel 
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— Judgment of God are — 
tmacconntahde, and that we dughtindt 38/de- 
and a reaſom o themi; nongmꝗml dot 
That thereclarm ſuch mentin theiWoeroldy:q 
ſuffeaientiy krown! to thoſt WhOIunderſtand 
_ xofvthing of ſomei modern Contraverian 
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A Diſcouiſe of che 
Tbiis plaialy proves, That alb the admini« 
ſtrations of Providence are very juſt und ed 
qual; and chat to attribute any thing to God 
which contradicts the eommon Notions of 
Juſtice and Righteouſneſs, is a very great Re- 
proach to him, and is thought ſo by God 
himfelf: And therefore when — gy 1 
7t1ih' "complained of the proſperity of bad 


meh, as a great difficulty in Providence, he lays = 


this down in the firſt place as an unſhaken 


Principle; That God is very Juſt and Righte- 


os © Righteous a#t "thou, O Lord, when I plead 
with thee, jet let me talk; with thee of thy jd. 
nente; 2 ore -' doth the way of the wiolbell 
Proſper? '1pherefore'are al they bappy this deal ws 
rredtberuuſy? 12. Jer. T. Tongs 
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Difficulties in Providence; That ibe ure 


julgintntt of God are unſearchable; and puſt fila 
ing out; is a plain proof, that all mankind ex- 
pet” from God, that he ſhould govern the- 
world wiell great Fuſtice and Equity; for 
otherwiſe, (tho ſuch a Proyidence it ſelf 
would be a great Difficulty ) there could he 


no Difficulties ia Providence, if God were 


not by the Holineſs and Juſtice of his 'owh. 
Natute obi to obſerve the Eternal and 


Immutable Laws of Juſtice” and Righteovſ- 


neſs in governing the world : For upon this 
ſuppoſition, What could the Unaccountable 
Difficulties of Providence be? E it that we 
obſerve ſuch Events as we know not how to 
reconcite with the common Rules bf Juſtices: 


And what then? This is no Difficulty, nor 
unaccountable, if God obſerves no Rules of. 
Juſtice in his Government; if he act by ſuci 
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Providence; contiſts not in the Rules of Pro- 
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ling the Rules of Providence to the common 
Notions of Juſtice - and Righteouſneſs, but 
1n. reconciling. ſome Events to the acknows 
ledgad Juſtice and Righteouſneſs:of God's Go 
rernment. This is the Acheiſts Objection 

agaihſt God's governing the world , becauſe 
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Otrhis is all tho Acheiſt endeavouts to-prove; 


becauſe the Unſearchable Wiſdom of 


atid all that he deſires ſhould 1 Bir, 6 
cotiſute the belief of a God and a Providenee: 
Thar God ddes ſuch things as we can give 0 
favis factory account of, does him little fer 


to talk as much as we pleaſe, of the Arbitrary 


and Sovereign Will of God, but he will-be- 
tieve no ſuch God; for this is not the Natural 


| Notion of a God, to be Arbitrary, but to be 


And to ſay chat od is Gov 


Good and Juſt: 


and Juſt, but not Good and Juſt as men un 


derftand Goodneſs and Juflice, is to ſay thit 
woe have no Natutal Notion ol che Goodnefs 
and Juftice o God, and then we can have no 
Natural Noeion of a God: For if the Natural 
Noten of a God is, That he is Juſt and Good; 
iv ems hard te think, that we ſhould have a 
Natural Notien of a Good and Juſt God, 
without having any Natural Notion what his 
Jaſtics and Godneſs is; bur inſtead of that, 
mould have ſueh Natural Notions of Juſtice 
and Goodneſs; as (if we believe what ſome 
won ſay ef God) can never be reconciled 
Wich his being Juſt and God.. 

This then muſt be laid down as a ſtanding 
Rule, That we muſt never ateribute any thing 
to God, which contradicts the Natural Noti- 
ons which we have of Juſtice and Goodneſs, 
under a pretence, That God is W 
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© Divine Providence. 


anch hs ways and judgments unſearchablel i for 
it is got the Will of God, Which is always di- 
rected by Goodneſs and Juſtice, that is whac- 
yah, but his Wiſdom ;; not the ſtanding 
of his denn dene, which are nothing 
but perfect and unerting Juſtice and Good- 
but the application of, particular Events 

RAG. Rules: And having premiſed this by 
WAY. of F.Cau T1 come nom more partici» 
latſy to conſider in what, Caſes, this is 5 reaſo- 
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0 1 in. 2 firſt place 1 obſerve in ge- 
yeral, That the Unſearchableneſz of the. Din 
vine Wiſdom in governing the World, is 
eaſonable ae to uh Aue, Which 

aye no 9 0 ick or eflential evil. in them. 
Whatever we done in the World, i ebe 
poſlible to imagine. any Caſes ot Circumſtances 
wherein ſuch a thing Bay. be, wiſely. and juſt- 
ly done, we have reaſon to believe that the 
Infinits Wisdom of God had Wiſe; and Juft 
reaſons for doing it, tho we know. not what: 
they are. For is 15 not lech. perverſenels,to 
charge God, Wich ping Ins uch things unjuſtly, 
as it rel might be tor wile and juſt 
Real ons? And yet L —— all the Atheiſts 
in the world, 3 name me any one thing 
which ever God did, that — not poſſibly 
in no Caſes or Circumſtances whatſoever, be 
wiſely and juſtly, done. 

The Diffculties of Providence do not con- 
ast merely in external Events; for all exter- 
nal Events may be good or evil, juſt or unjuſt, 
un — to their Different eee, 
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r I E next Enquiry is, Concerning the 
4 Juſtice of the Divine Providence. Ju- 


ſtice and Righteouſneſs is eſſential to the No- 
tion of a God, and therefore if God govern 


the World, he muſt govern it Righteouſly ; 
and this is the great and formidable Objection 
ainft Providence, That the World is not 
* overned with Juſtice and Righteouſneſs: 
And could this be evidently and convincingly 
proved, I would allow the Concluſion, That 


. does not govern the World. But I 
challenge any man who underſtands what the 
Juſtice of God's Government is, to charge 


and 15 ye — - — 1 — the truth 
Tis the ground of all theſe Objections, is an 
ignorance of the Nature of God's Govern- 
ment, and of the Juſtice of Providence; and 
when this is truly ftated, all ſucfl Objections 

will need no Anſwer, | ; 
Juſtice is commonly divided into Commu- 
tative and Diſtributive Juſtice ; the firſt re- 
— mens Rights and Properties; the ſecond 
ir Deſerts ; the firſt conſiſts in giving every 


man what is his on by ſome Natural or Ac- 
3p quired Rights; the ſecond confiſts in reward- 
nr iſhing men, as the nature and qua- 


or | 
Il lity of their Actions deſerve. And upon both 
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do ver is conſiſtent with Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs; For Abſolute Dominion is Abſolute 


Authority, and Abſolute Authority makes e- 
very thing juſt, which is wiſe and good. A 


Limited Authority has a Rule, and muſt not 
do what is wiſe and good, againſt its Rule of 
Right: No man muſt take away that which is 


take away, whatever wiſe and good ends he 
can ſerve by it. Tho it were never fo appa- 
rent, that it would be a great kindneſs to the 
man himſelf, to take away great part of his E- 
ſtate; which he uſes ill to 1 his Neigh- 
bours, and to make himſel! a Beaſt tho he 
does not deſerve the Eſtate he has, nay, de- 
ſerves to loſe it; tho we could beſtow. it upon 
men who deſerve and would uſe 3 


could employ it to excellent uſes, ſor the 
vice of God, and of his Church, ar for the 


relief of the Poor: All theſe wiſe and good 
Pur would juſtify no man who inyades 
another's Rights without a juſt Authority: But 
had any Prince ſuch an Abſolute Authority 
over the | Eſtates of all his Subjects, that he 
conſe Hive or take them away as he pleaſed, 


ch Reaſons as theſe would: juftity the 


exerciſe of ſuch a Sovereign Will and Power 
in transferring Eſtates and Properties, and all 
men would allow it to very Jab and Righ- 
teous. Now this is the with reiß 
| as I obſerved before; for he wthe 
Lord and 2 of the world; and thare- 
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eminent Example of Faith and Patience; bur 
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knew not what other account to give of th 
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Thus God dealt with , made him the 

Inſtrument of t ting his Father and all 

his Family into Egypt; and rewarded his 

ſufferings, by advanicing him to Phurcot's 
Throne. | 736 


Nay,” thus God dealt wich Chrift himſelf, 
who, as man, was Perſect and Innocent, who 
r Was 
obedient to his Fathers Will in all things ; 
and yet him God delivered into the hands of 
ſinnets, to ſuffer an ignominious and painful 


Death, for the — — of the world. 
Aid the Soverei God will juſtiſy che 
FBreateſt Sufferings of the moſt innocent men, 
when they ſerve ſuthadmirable Ends, and are 
ſgreatl rewar des. 
ound erf nibo6 ſome of the beſt 
1 ved in the world: Wihmeſsthe 
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4 Diſcburſe of "the 
whenever God does reward or puni | 
men ſhall have no reaſon to complain; that 
their reward was delayed ; nor bad en to 
lory in the long delays of puniſhment; but 
e greatneſs of the Rewards or Puniſhments 
| ſhall recompence for all delays ; for then God 
is juſt in rewarding Good men, and puniſh- 
ing the wicked, how long ſoever he delay ei- 
ther. Sovereign Juſtice is nor cotifined to 
time; and when the Sufferings of good men 
who deſerve a Reward ; and the Proſperity 
of bad men who deſerve Puniſhmene,” and the 
_ delays of both are taken into the account, 
God: is very Juſt and Righteous, how long ſo- 
eyer he delay to reward or puniſh, 
From what I have now diſcoutſed concern- 
ing the Soyereignty of the Divine Juſtice , 
you, may eaſily. obſerve, That all: the Objecti- 
ons againſt the Juſtice of Providence, have 
no other Foundation, but our Ignorance of 
the Nature of God's Juſtice'; we meaſure the 
Juſtice of Providence by the Rules of Jae: 
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among men, without conſidering that God is 
5 Lord of the world, and there- 
fore has a Right and Authority ſuperior to 
men, and therefore a ſuperior Juſtice too. 
It is unjuſt for men to deprive one another 
of their Juſt and Legal Rights, and therefore 
they think this a Reflection on the Juſtice of 
Providence too, when men ſuffer” wipng- 
fully. ; but no man has any Right againſt & 
who is the ſole Proprietor of the world; and N wa 
alan he may give, and he may take away, to. 
he may e and pull down, and do what- Ob 
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the innocent and yertuous, or to encourage 


and proſper the wicked, and therefore they 
complain againſt Providence too, when N | 
men ſuffer, and the wicked are proſperous ; 
but God has an Abſolute Right to the ſervices 
of all his Creatures, both of good and bad 
men; and if he can ſerve the Wiſe Ends of 
his Grace and Providence , by the Sufferings 
of Good men, or by the Proſperity of the 
wicked; and when he has no farther uſe of 
their ſervices , rewards or puniſhes them ac- _ 
cording as they deſerye; the Sovereignty. of 
God 7 . the preſent Sufferings of good 
men, and Proſperity of the wicked; and theit 
wn; —_— and Pumſhmencs will Vindicate 
is Juſtice. © S 
: 15 But for a fuller Vindication ofthe Juſt- 
ice of Providence, we muſt conſider the Nature 
of God's Government of this lower world, and 
what acts of Juſtice the preſent Government 
ofthe world requires. The Juſtice of Govern- 
ment muſt be proportiongd to the Nature and 
Ends of Government: for all acts of Juſtice 
are not proper at all times; and it is no Re- 
proach to the Juſtice of Providence, if, God 
do not exercile ſuch acts of Juſtice as are not 
roper for the preſent ſtate of the world; for 
juſtice © Rectitude; and whit is not right 


and fic in ſuch a ſtate of things, is not juſt. 
The great Objection agalnft the Juſtice of 


Providence is, That all good men ate not re- 
warded, not all bad men puniſhed according 
to their deſerts in this world': But this is no 
Objection againſt the Divine Juſtice; to thoie 
who believe that there is. another world, 
where” al good men Hall b rewarded; and 
al wickgd men puniſhed'; Gf i all Soo And 
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zad man .puniſhe 15 wor 
A < ſite of this von 
will not admit of ſack a tit and Exact Fult ies. 
Now not to take notic de at preſent. of 1 s J 
this Sccaſion, a 
I have formerly Act Hon ig, 
That Tu world i not the place of 
put a ſtate of 19 
Pline; Where go en mar e fu 
not ſo tuch in 3 of eit ils, 
exerciſe- their Faith N x 
brighten their Vertues, ati Na as 
for greater Rewards ; and bag men are pro- 
ſperous, to lead them to Rep entance or to 
make them Inſtruments of the Diyirie Provi- 
dence, in chaſtiſing the Wickednefs. of other 
85555 or the more. remarkable Lam tes of 
the Divine Ju ice and Vengeance f x Their 
final ruin, 
2 1 ſay; not to take "notice of ele things 
now, 1 ſhall only Obſerve, That the Juſtice 
of Providencess {ing elſe but the Juſtice of 
Government, Which in the nature bf the 
thing muſt ip diftingu wiſhed from the Jbftice of 
the Final Judgment. 

Now to cen *, world, does not fig- 
nity ro deſtroy ut to u phold Pre- 
ſerye it, and to online a ſuccefich 79 5 
in it and to keep it in as good order, as thi 

reſent ſtate of things Will admit, 
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t and yet i we conſider the c cor- 


the juftice of Providence God to pu- 
fiſh alt bad men according to their doſerts, 
he miſt deſtroy far the — part of man- 
kind in every Age. | This earth would ſoon 
be little better than a deſolate Wilderneſs, 
if none but good men were ſuffered to live in 
it: But this kind of Juſtiee God has renoun- 
ced ever fince the Unĩverſal Deluge - He then 
indeed exerciſed ſuch a terrible Juſtice and 
Verigeatice, as ſome men think can be the 
only proof of a Providenee ; he deſtroyed the 
white World by Water, excepting Noah and 
his Sons; whom he preſerved in tlie Ark ; bur 
2 —— that he would never do fog gain, 

wichſtanding the great Wickedneſs of man- 
kind. The Lord ſoid is bis bears, 1 will nt ogain 
curſe the? e more for mam t ſake-; for the 


is me hy wy heart is evil bis youth : 
will again ſmite any more every living t 
ery . 


a Ibu, 1 While the earth remaineth, 
time, and harveſt, and cold, and hear; and ſum- 
mer, and winter, and | day, and vights ſhall not 
ceaſe. 8 Gen. 21, 22, $0 that God will 
more deſtroy t the world, nor all the wick 
Inhabitafits of at, till t e day of Judgment ; 
and then it is certain all wicked men cannot 


be 
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The Juſtice of ä chen does not 
conſift in rooting all bad men ont of che World, 
or in making them all miſerable in it, or in 
rewarding all good men with Tempora Fe- 
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rupt. and degenerate. frace” of the world, did 


to their deſerts in this | 
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city which, 2 the alen ſtars . 


of the world, cannot be done without con- 


ſtant Mi iracles, and the viſible. interpoſition 


of a Diyine Power; ſor when bad men are 
ſo much the greater numbers, they will have 
the greateft ſhare and intereſt in this 
wor : But the Care of Providence is to 


govern bad men, and to protect the good; 
dd reſtrain and govern the Luſts and Paſſions 


of bad men, to make them the Inſtruments 
and Executioners of his juſt Vengeance on 
one another; and to make ſomęe of them in 


every Age notorious Examples of his Juſticg, 


to keep the world in awe, and; to awaken in 


them a due ſenſe and teverence of the Divine 
Power; and to correct and chaſtiſe the Miſ- 
carriages of good men, and to exerciſe their 
Graces. and Vertues. The Juſtice — am 
dencs conſiſts in this, Not that all good men 
Jhall be . in this world, and all * 
men miſerable; but that notwithſtanding 
the Wickednefs that is in the world, the do 
is kept in tolerable order, and is a. tolerable 
place to live in; and that bad men are as of- 
ten puniſhed, and good men as ↄſten reward- 
ed, as the government of this works requires; 
that no man ſuffers any thing but what he 
deſerves, and what God ſees good for him, if 
he will make a wiſe uſe of it; and that how 
proſperous ſoever bad men are, there are few 
of them. go out of ,the-world, without ſome 
Marks and Toßens of a Divine Vengeance 


tho not always ſo remarkable as to be obſery 
by the/worls. ane oof 4:5 1 


The. Sum is. this, God is ve Jan in his 
Government 1K. World; but the, Goy 
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Ads of -Juſtice that the final Judgment of 
Mankind does: And if we do but conſider 
the Nature of the Divine Juftice, which is the 

| Juſtice of a Sovereign and Abſolute Lord, and 
the difference between the Juſtice of Provi- 
dence, and of the final Judgment, that is, be- 
tween God's Governing and. Judging. the 
world, we ſhall eaſily anſwer all the Objecti⸗ 
ons againſt the Juſtice of Providence... , 


This 1 take to be a full and true Account of * , 
the Juſtice of Providence, and to agree very 2 4 
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exactly with the actual Adminiſtration of Pro- 
vidence: For it is manifeſt, that all good men 
are not rewarded, nor all wicked men puniſu- 
ed in this world; that a Righteous Cauſe is 
ſometimes oppreſſed; and that Oppreſſion 
and Injuſtice is very often proſperous; which 
muſt needs appear a great Difficulty to thoſe 
who make no difference between the Juſtice 
ol God 155 Men; who think that the Juſtic‚e 
of Providence is as much concerned to defend 
all mens Rights and Properties, as the Juſtice 
of a Prince is. This makes them quarrel a- 
gainſt N when they are hardly and 
unjuſtly uſed by men, and fo blinds their 
minds, that they ſee not the true Reaſons 
why God afflicts them, and neither reverence 
his Judgments, nor make a wiſe uſe of them. 
Ihe Reaſons of this ſeem very plain; the. 
only Queſtion is, How it agrees with that ac- 
count which the Scripture gives of God's. Ju- 
ſtice and Righteouſneſs ? For the Righteouſ- 
neſs. of God is repreſented in Scripture, by 
loving. n and favouring. a Righ- 
teous Cauſe. Thus 11, Pſalm 7. The righteous 
Lad ge bal, and by ge dh, 
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4 Diſconrſe of the 

behold the upright. And ths P/abnift very often 
rene f. {lf to expect the Divine Fa- 
vour otection, from his own Innocence 
and rity, and the Righreeufneß of his 
Canſe : 35. Pſal. 19. Let not them that are mine 
enemies wrongfully, over me; neither les 
them wink with the eye, that bats me without 4 
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d eee Let : N en tony 
brought to confiuſion together, that rejoice at my 
Let them be cloathed with ſhame and yoke ord thet 
magnify themſehoes 4 me. Let them ſhout for 
Joy, and be plad, rene 
yea, let them [: „Les the Lord be — 
nified, which 255 pleaſure in the proſperiey 

ſervunt $4 46; 17. v. The Ltd 
 -vhe people 545 me, O Lord, according 10 
righteouſneſs, and ace | 
3s in me. 42 let _ 
ro an end, but eff the — bteou⸗ 
Tord trieb "the e Garth the 
righteous, and God is with the wicked ev 
day. If be turn not, will het bis fuer; 
bath bent bis byw, and made it ready : And con- 
cludes, I 25 ps praiſe the Lord accord ing 10 bis vi 
reonſneſs, w/o il fo 1 to the name of the 
Lord 8. on Where the 
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ths Procedor © of the Widow, the Fa- 
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| eb 0 51 ut thoſe conclade a 1 

1 ted much, who would prove Fon fuch 
Texts as theſe, hat no Righteous Man, not 
Rae good my ale, Nan Mor! be oppreſſed: 
men ſhall atways rous, 

wicksd atways miſerable ; ir is 
een that this. was 2 ok the ſtate 1 1 the 
wördd When theſe Platths wete penned ; and 
erg 75 this could not poflibly be the mean⸗ 


chem. 
Ach many Complaints does the Plalmif 
make apaipſt 955 Enemies, thoſe who were 
wrongfully his 2 acid 72 . We 
Entmies ivere Tovel Bey that 
bated bim org ere 5 3 38. bei 
19. How | paffiohatety does for Pr 
N a aug his Engthies ? Hb lo will thew 
7775 Lord, for Wer ? -wilt thos - 
277 fs on mg ber Jong fl 1 
eving ſorrow in my 12 7 
Dok 1557 mine 27 Peg. over me? 13. Plalm 
The 35h. Pſalm is a plain proof, that 
IF hich weſe Yety profixerons 12 "thoſe 
n o they are ane with fmal de- 
tu 55 And to the ſame ptitps ſe 90 . 
7 us a large deſcription 2 5 the 
i? 64 Pride of bad then” many of whotn 
| 2 lives, and end theirdays 2 
1 * envious at thi fooliſh, Jau 
of the wicked : rn 


2 en ths mori „Re. — 
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not in trouble as other men, neither are they plagued 


Ef Si other Rh — Bebold theſe are the ungodly , 


in the world, they increaſe in riches, 
The be toe perity of bad men, and the Miſcries 
and Afflictions of the good, were in thoſe 
days a great Difficulty. in Providence; and 
were ſo to the Pſalmift. himſelf ; and therefore 
it is certain, that whatever he ſays of the 
Righeonfuck of God, and his care of Righ- 
teous men, and his abhorrenceof all Wicked- 
neſs and Injuſtice, cannot ſignify, That God 
will always defend men in their juſt Rights ; 
that he will always proſpera Righteous aſe, 
and Righteous Men, for chis was againſt 
5 7 5 of fact; and we cannot ſu oſs the 
Pſalmiſt ſo inconſiſtent with himſelf, as in the 
me breath to complain that wicked men 
were proſperous , and good men afflicted; 
and to affirm, That the . Jaſt and Righteous 
e of the World would always puniſh Un- 
Op} reflors, and protect the Innocent: 
0K indeed the very Nature of the thing 
proves the contrary ; tor there can be no Un- 
Oppreſlors, af no body can be oppreſſed 
in their juſt Rights; and therefore it is certain 
the Divine ae ec * at leaſt for a 
time ſuffer ſome men N 17 ene » in 
their Oppreſſions, and does 05 N 
a juſt and innocent Cauſe; for if he did, th 
E 70 be no innocent gp reſſed man to be re- 
liered, nor an) Opptelſor to be puniſh, 
And if it. 957 conſiſtent with the Juſtice an 
op 65 of Providence to permit ſuch 
things fr e time, we muſt conclude, that 


20 is n E 8 8 of Providence, how ong 
| men dene AAA Ag the * 
pe 80, Anpuniſhed, GR FIN 440 


is repreſented in Scripeure, is di: 4 
T That as God js infinitely Juſt and Righ- 
teous | himſelf, ſo he loves Juſtice and Righte- 


The plain account then of this mütter, as i 


ouſneſs among men; he loves Righeeouſnefs 


and Righteous men, and hates all Injuſtice, 
Violence and Injuries; for the Righteons 
Lord muſt love Righteouſneſs, and hate Thi- 
_ -and therefore, though the Divine Ju- 


ice is Superior to all Human Rights, and his 


Authority Abſolute and Sovereign, to diſpoſe 
of all his Creatures and of all they have, as 
his own Wiſdom directs, yet men cannot in- 
vade each other's Rights without Injuſtice; 
and when Rights and Properties are ſetled by 
Human Laws, it is the Rule of Righteouſne 


to us, to five to ow man that which is his 
| it is the Juſti 


own; an | ce of Government to 
puniſh' thoſe who invade another's Rights; 
and this is that Juſtice which the Righteous 
Lord loves in men, and the violation of which 
py e 
So that the Juſtice of the Divine Nature 
makes God love Righteouſneſs and Juſtice, 
and hate all Injuſtice and Oppreſſion; an 
the Juſtice of Providence requires that 
ſhould puniſh Injuſtice and Violence, and pro- 
tect the Juſt and Innocent, as fat às the na- 
ture and ends of God's Government of the 
World requires; and this the Scriptute every 


where declares, that God will do: That he 


is angry with the wicked every day; That he 
is 9 and ſanctuary, 1 tower 
and rock of defence to Juſt and Righteous 
men. Not that every particular bad man, 
who does unjuſt things, ſhall be immediately 
puniſhed for his Unjuſtice; nor that every 


man, 
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and therefore this cannot ut deren 

the Promiſes wee, 13 eu 


But there is 
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be a ſupport to good mth and 4 2 * 


1. For fiolt, it fignifies, Thari inf 
ſe Providence, where 
e or 


1 — will 0 85 


ir the juff 


5 | 


know, that God i is no 12 of © EO. 3 
but he who has a juſt Cauſe, may for other 
Reaſons e to be puniſhed, and then God 
pars f 


N 
man do not forfeit. God's 


uſtice oppreſſed 
lud Je af ty 


| precio 4 a 4 j Cauſe, the Divine Provi- 


F a rilbls. Kühne zan Potweep 


And ther promiſe 
nel lk ah 7 e ben 


chep Fe 2d 


ng, 
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Divine Providence, 


to move God./to fave and deſead him. For 


God has promiſed his protection upon no other 

terms; and whenever Injuſtice proſpets, it is 

not in favour to the unjuſt man, or his unjuſt 
* * t | 


Cauſe, but in ent to W 
God thinks fic to correct and chaſtiſe by ſuch 
injuſtice. Tho wickedneſs may proſper for a 
while, there is no way to obtain the Divine 
Favour and Protection, but by doing goed; 
for a Righteous God can have no favour-for 
an unjuſt Cauſe ; and therefore if we believe 
or ED, 
7 fi y in the ways of Ri ul- 
F 
on | Wwe not he a- 
ſhamed; while we have reſpett unte all his com- 


mandments. | | EE 

34h, And for the ſame Reaſan, though In- 
juſtice may proſper for a time, no unjuſt man 
can be ſecure from a Divine Vengeance; God 
does not always puniſh bad men as ſoon-as 
they deſerve it; but ſometimes he does, and 
he is always angry with them, and thereſare 


they are always in danger. Gad is angry with - 


the wicked every day; if le turn not, be wi 
his ſword, be hath lem his how, and wade it re 


„ be hath alſo, for bim the inſtraments 
, be bath 7 4 bis arrows againſt the per- 


fecutors, 7. Pſalm x1, 12, 14. 7 

4bh, And — * thaugh every particu- 
lar good man be not rewarded, nor every bad 
man puniſh'd in this World, yet the Divine 


furniſhes us with 'namerous Ex- 
7 0 of Juſtice, both in the protection and 
defence of good men, and ũn the puniſument 
of the wicked. This is ſo natomouſſy known, 
that no man can deny it, That befides — 
in mary 
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A Diſcourſe of "the 
dinary Miſeries and Calamities of Sinners ; 
which are the natural and neceſſary effects 
and rewards of theꝶ Sins, and make them the 
ſcorn, and the pity of Mankind, God does 
very often execute very remarkable Judgments 
upon remarkable Sinners, which bear the evi- 
dent Tokens and Characters of a Divine Ven- 
geance on them, and does appear as wonder- 
fully for the preſervation of juſt and good men 
in a Righteous Cauſe. Both Sacred and Pro- 

hane Story, and our own' obſervation may 
Furniſh us with many Examples.of both Kinds, 
which are ſufficient to vindicate the Juſtice of 
Providence, and the truth of thoſe Promiſes 
and Threatnings which are made in Scripture, 
- 2dly, The better to underſtand that Ac- 
count the Scripture gives us of the Juſtice of 


Providence, I obſerve, That the protection 


and defence of Providence is neyer promiſed 


| 1 23 męrely to a juſt and righteous 


auſe, - but only to juſt; and righteous, and 
good men. This is not commonly obſerved ; 
and yet as ſoon as it is named, jt is ſo evident, 
that it needs no proof, and the canſequence of 


ĩt is very conſiderable... |, 


We cannot indeed ſeparate a juſt and righ- 
teous Man from a righteons.Cauſe ; for as far 
as he is engaged in an unjuſt Cauſe, he is an 
unjuſt Man: but if the Divine Protection be 
promiſed” to the righteous: Man, not to the 
righteous Cauſe, then a righteons Cauſe may 

oppteſſed, when the man has no right to 


Sod's Protection, without any im 


either of the Righteouſneſs or Juſtice of God: 
which ſhews the difference, as I obſerved: be; 
fare, between che Juſtice'of Providence, 2 
i Juſtice: of: Human A => 
Wert u 


— 


any right to invade Canaan, and to bring Ira 


their moral Human Juſtice defends 


bad men in their juſt Rights ; the Divine Ju- 
ſtice, which is ſupreme and abſolute, has no 


regard to Human Rights, when the men de- 


ſerve to be puniſhed, For God challenges to 


himſelf ſuch an abſolute right and propriety in 
all things, as to give or take them away when 
he pleaſes.” And therefore he threatens Mael 
by the Prophet Hoſes, that ſince they had ſer- 
ved Baal with the Corn; and Wine, and Oy], 
and Silver, and Gold, which he gave them; 
Therefore will I return and take away my corn in the 
time thereof, and my wine in the ſeaſon thereof, and 
will recover my wool, and my 
ber nakedneſs, 2. Hol. 8, 9. 5 

The 26. Levit. contains the Promiſes and 
Threatnings to Iſrael ; and the condition of 
both is, their keeping or tranſgrefling his 
Laws, and Statutes, and Commandments ; if 
they obſerved his Laws, he would beſtow all 


ood things on them; it they tranſgreſſed his 


ws, he would take them all away, without 
any regard to their Rights or Properties. A- 


mong other Judgments, he threatens them to 
deliver th 
who ſhould oppreſs them in their own Land, 


em into the hands of their Enemies, 


or carry them captive into ſtrange Countries. 
This deſtroyed all their Rights and Properties 
at once; and yet I ſuppoſe no man will ſay, 
that the Philiftins, or Moabites, or Aramites, had. 
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Juſtice of Human Governments conſiders mens 
Rights, the Juſtice of Providence conſiders 


many f | 
„ known c 1 wa 2 


S wh wor defer 


eee uſtice of Providence; 
weben the . 


Other 2 . ne ee ' 
—. wks & more 
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e rot Sueceſs ; 


4 2 wa the 


exerciſing his Judgments . n Wicked men- 
He does not always them as ſoon as 
they deſerve 
_patiently for their return 3 - ſometimes uſes 
them as the Inſtruments of d juſtice to pu- 
.niſh other Bad men, or to correct the Miſcar- 


riages, and to exerciſe the Graces and Vertues 
of Good men; and when he has finiſhed what 


he had to do by them, reſerves them for a 


| — publick and-glorious Execution, to be 


the Trigmphs' of his juſt Vengeance, and 
ſtanding Examples to he World, which we 
kxnowy was the caſe of ' Pharaoh, and the King 
of Aria, of Antiochus, and — great Per- 
ſreutors of the Chriſtian Faith. 


: «Thus have I ſhewn you, wherein the * 
ce of Providence conſiſts, both from the 


of the Divine Juſtice, and the Ends of 


Gade Government in this World, and from 


the Account the Scripture gives us of it; 


which" will enable us to anſwer all the Obje- 
| * ths e of Providence. 
81 ins thing more, That it 


that we muſt ; 
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"MB next Enquiry s com the Ho- 


- lineſs of Providence. i Ho- 


1 Being as Holineſs is 0 bed al Impuri- 
cy and wickedneſs ; and fuch as God's Nature 
is, ſuch — = and there- 
| That:the Lond. is 8 righteous in all bis 
ways ; which ſignifies- the Juſtice of Provi- 
dere ih IJ have already diſcourſed of; 
ee ee 

6, 51 Pſal. 82 — 6. Cor "ON art g 

644 bath” ; halt 


evil dwell thee e 
oby figbe {- 
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And if God governathe World as his Efeu 5 0 
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neſs; and if nathitng be juſtly 8 
Providence, whieh1s 1 nt and irrecons. 
cilable with the Holineſs of the Di&Hine Nature, 
I ſuppoſe I need e ee e eee 
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as much as the Wi * 
8 Sreadom of Hlamen | 
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aten of his Kawa, and bw 5 


kane, 
terrible Theeatnings Which: he has 
agaiuſt the breach of them both in this: world 


lieve that a 


I Diſeniſe of the 
conſider here, is how the external Adminiſtrs. 


tions of Providence encourage Vertue, and 
diſcourage Wickedneſs and Vice," 


Now thoſe who believe that all the Miſe- 
ries that are in the world are the effects or re· 
wardsot Sin, as all men muſt do, who believe the 
Scripture ; nay, as all men muſt do, who be- 
| Joſt and Good God:governs the 
world, muſt confeſs' that the Divine Provi- 
dence has done abundantly enough to dif- 
courage Wickedneſs: For it is viſible enough 
how many Miſeries there are in the world: 
So many, and ſo great, as are commonly 
thought a reproach to Providence; but if they 
be the juſt 3 of Sin, they are on 
an Argument of the Juſtice and Holineſs of 
If we believe the Scripture, Mortality and 
Death, and conſequently all thoſe Infirmities 
and Decays of Nature, all thoſe Pains, and 
Sickneſſes, and Diſeaſes, which are not the 
effect of our own Sins, or which we do not 


inherit from our more immediats Parents, as 


of. lite, they are viſibly: 


an entail of their Sins, are owing to'the Sin 
of Adam, which brought Death upon himſelf 
and all his Poſterity ; and ſuch a curſe.upon 
the earth, as has entail'd Labour and Sorrow 

nus. | DAM 4 52 M 
As for many other Miſeries and Calamities 
ing to our on, or 


ty, Infamy and Reproach, Sedicieds's 5 
- mults, viclent Changes and Neboldhtens s 
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1 tions | of * ar. Take fu in 
fhoughes of all the ſeveral rr of d 


vernment, and all the-Milehies 
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which 
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Divine Providence. 
which are in the world, and coll toi 
place they could find here, by what 
means they could enter into the , were 
ſin baniſhed out of it? What Miſeries could 
diſturb Human liſe, were all men Juſt, and 
Honeſt, and Charitable, did they love one 
another as themſelves? \ Perſe Vertue is not 
only an innodene. and harmleſs, but a very 
beneficial it does no hurt, but all the 
good it can; 1 — and 
when — nothing to hurt us, neither 
within, nor without, we can ſuffer no hurt. 
And is not this a ſufficient proof of the Ho- 
lineſs of Providence, — — 
the nature of things, and the circumſtances of 
our life in this world, that if men will be 
Wicked, they ſhall: be Miſerable ? Can any 


thing in this rr ; 


ſin; or make them more : zealous to reform 
themſelves and the reſt of Mankind, than fo 
many daily and ſenſible proofs, that there is 
no expeRtation of a ſecure ſtate of refl and 
happineks, - while either they themſelves, or 
other men, with whom they muſt of — 


converſe, -op have "ſomething -to do, are 


he muſtremember, —— eas 

2 the Juſtice, "bur the Holineſs of 

A 5 and — many 
ahave now 

1 _ — | 

greatly byiithe 22 — 8 
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the evils — we ſuffer from ethes mens 
wickedneſs, than from aut awn, Men wha 
are very f. ta their mn Vinas when 
they feel tha Plaaſuras and Advantages of 
by of es —— 
what er mens 

ſins: — they loſe thair own Eſtates 


or are injur d 


mens Luſts; this gives thanj a truec 
the evilof Injuftics; Deſamation, and 
and makes them-candemn theſe — 
4 2 well ſoe var they love them. 


ye eundation of Human Sovern. 
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Violence, or their God Names by | 
and Deſamarians, 
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4 Diſewsſe of ths 
or what we call Accidents; but he is only ob- 


liged to believe, That God governs all Se- 


cond Cauſes to produce ſugh Effects as he ſees 


fit; That all Nature moves at God's Com 
mand; That /fire and bail, ſnow and vapours, 


wind and form, fulfil bis word, 148. Pſal. 8. v. 
That both good and bad men are under his 
Government, and the Miniſters of his Provi- 
dence ; and that: what ſeems perfect Chance 


to us, is directed by his Wiſdom arid Counſel , - 


and then whatever evils we ſuffer, and what- 
ever the immediate Cauſes of them be, we 
muſt aſcribe them all to God; eſpecially when 


the ſame kind of Judgments, which had the 


fame kind of imm Cauſes, are attributed. 


to God in Scripture, it is reaſon enough for 


us, whenever ſuch J nts befal us, to a- 
ſcribe them to the Providence of God. | + 
But I need not diſpute here, Whether all. 

thoſe Evils and Calamities which-befal — 


are ordered and appointed by God ; for till 


they can prove # priars.” by-diret and poſitive 
Arguments, That there is no God —— 


vidence, (which none of our Modern Atheiſts 
pretend to do) while they diſpute only by 


way of Objection, they muſt prove, 


things are not ſo ordered as they ought to 


have been ordered, did God govern theworld; 


and if we can prove that they are, their Ob- 


jection is anſwered. Now with reſpect to 
preſent Argument, to vindicate the Holi 


of Providence, it is plain beyond all contra- 
diction, that things are ſo ordered for the diſ- 


couragement of Wickednefs,* and the encou- 


» 
6 
. 
— 
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* of Vertue, as if they had: been fo 
ocdered on purpoſe by the greateſt Wildom, 
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Dine Providence. 20% 
and the moſt perſect Holineſs; and therefore - 
ve have reaſon to believe, that they were ſo 


ordered by a Wiſe and a Holy Providence. 

As far then as to command and encourage 
all Holineſs and Vertue, and to forbid and 
duiſcourage all W ickednefs and Vice, is a Proof 


of the Holineſs of Providence, I hope I have 


ſufficiently cleared this Point; and I muſt de- 


fire you to obſerve , Thar theſe are direct and 


Poſinive Proofs, ſuch as every man may un- 
derſtand, and cannot avoid the mor = of, 
and therefore are not to be ſhaken by every 


22 objected . againſt them: For our 
knowledg 


is ſo imperfect, that there is nothing 


almoſt which we ſo certainly know, but is 


liable to ſuch Obje&ions as we cannot eaſil 
and 1 anſwer ; but one plain we 4 
tive Proof isa Reaſon to believe any 


thing, than a hundred Objections againſt it, 


are not to believe it; becauſe ſince it is con- 
feſſed on all hands, that our knowledge is very 

imperfeR, it is no reaſon to disbelieve what 
we do know, and what we are as certain of, 
as we can be of any thing, becauſe there are 
ſome things relating to the ſame ſubject, which 
ve do not know; and thereſore unleſs the Ob- 
jection be as poſitive and evident as the proof 
id (and I am ſure there are no ſuch Objections 
| Holineſs of Providence) we may 
vel) reaſonably. acknowledge that there are 
ſame.difficgtties hieb /e do not underſtand; 


didonog lla 


bio 4. 2 


Ah Let us now conſider, what the H. 
neiadof Gods Providence and Goveriiwiene 
des not requite of him: And I ſhalt n 


mob 
be. 


and er nay very reaſonably betzerd on a5 we! | 


* 
» 
„ 
* 0 but 
-- 
vs 
. 


there is ſo uch sin and 2 daily 
committed: in the world. Now if che being 
of Sin in the world, or if the 
of men were irreconcilable wich the Holines 
of Providence, this. were an unanſwerable 
Objection againſt ic for it cannot be den 
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continue in it, ail mee ptopagate 11 k 
Atheiſm, Infidelity and Lewdneſsto all Holes * 
ritys it is great Goodneſs to all ſucteedin 
ions, to cleanſe the World of , its i im- 
fe. Inhabitants by ſore great Deſtructiog; 
yz Sword, or Plague, or Famine, to elfen 
che number of Sinners, and to poſſeſs. thoſe” © 
who eſcape, with a greater Awe and ere 
of. God's Judgments. 5 
a, to obſerve but one thing pott; Miby.. 
81 abeſe terrible. Shakings and Convulſictis 
of. he: World are. intended by God to open ., 
ſomenew and more glorious Scene of Provi- 


denge.: Thus it Was in the four ] mpires which 
were at laſt 


ch other, a a 
[ag py the Raman o wers; though 

aeg . great Deſtructions in the Worſd, ; 

ba they carried Learning and Civilicy into 
;Couptries, that the general State of 

ogld was much the befter for it, and 
Want . better diſpoſed to receive the 
Goſpel, which then began to be preached by 

Chriſt, and his Apoſtles, 

But «his: is enough to ſatisfy us, what little 
realdn there is to impeach the Goodneſs of 
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other Mens wraps xt will . 
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cher to the being of any Miſeries in the ey of 
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account of thoſe many 
n which 1 Mankind N If weicanſider 
what the 5 God retuires of him, 
and what is good for us in 4 Rate af Difct- 


not 


(tion. the Goodneſs 
*F, proceed now 1 acledlatly 4 we ey 
Obj ections ere are made againft the Good: 
* f Providence » Which 1 reduced t 
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we ;7he many "Mites which « are! . 
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. N A 090 of 

1 511 

1. 1 ſhall begin . navy Miſeries of 
an Life, Now this Objectiom relates ei. 
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chem, ee nature, 3775 a 
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wet {fod. dy min 
Worlds Thie Lobfervedand anfwered' before; 
That the Goodneſs of Providenet wilt beat 


e the Nature, 'Qualities, and De. 
0 Croaturet ; and ſince Man, WhO w] d 
ceated innocent and happy, forfcized we: 
ginal Happineſo by ſin; we tnuſt now 
der, not what Abſolute, Unconfined Good 
aſs would — what 8 Nr of 
2 Corrupt and rate World; and 
will abundantly juſtify the Goodneſs? bf. 
vidence in all the Evils which Mankind Ger, 
a5 yo have already heard. AL... 
But this will not ſatisfy ſome Men; fat 
their great Quatrel is, That God made ſuch 4 
Creature as could fin, and be miſerable; tha at 
is, That God created Angels and Men; 
he endowed them with Reaſon and Uni 
ſtanding, and a liberty of Choice; for - 
Creatures as can chuſe, may chule wrongs 
But this is not an Odjection againſt the Good- 
neſs of Providence, but againft the 
of the Creation; and if it proves any 'thir 
ir ptoves That God ought not to have mn 
the World; for if Gaodnefſs would not allo 


him to make a Reaſonable . 1 
might' make himſelf amlerable; odd whit 


out ay Reaſonable Creataresin/it* 151) 
„L confeſs, Lon at 2 great loſs 'to/know how!” 
they would lay their ObjeRion, fo as to 
upon the Goodneſs of God, and what tliey 
inteng by ir; chen they babe done: For let us 

eonfider whertin Creating Goodneſs-confiſts = 
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It then there 10 Fn bach te be wende 
Idea of à Reaſonable Creature, ws ther un 
defect in the 'Workmanſhip? Did nee: God 

10 Men and Angels as perfect as their -=—o 


gave them all the 5 
109650 to their Natures? If he —— 
Jo have been a great fault i thei” Orea- 


if he So Creating Goodiic has done 
eee 

t I wou 5 ladly 7 0 

; _this. Notion” ol Cres ing Goodheſs/> thi i it 

_ muſt make no Sa c Uich ein mate i it 

e f miſerable? Juſtice is as r tze ho- 

tion of a God, 'as Goodneſt; and Ver. fel is im- 

poſſible that Jaſtice ſhoald belong do the Idea 

of God, if it wete ebe b 0 . \ 
vine Goodneſs to mike ſuch Creatures who 
— deſerve well or ill: For Juſtice 1 
erit, 
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7 5 dene of a God. 
War dragged is there 15 any Man to 
27, Tias r the Devil and bis As 
from oo, firſt happy State, therefore, 
was not good in creating the Angelical ON ; 
ture ? Or becauſe fo many Men fin, ban 
chemſelves miſerable, therefore God is no 
+K0od in creating Man? When there ate fo 
many Myriads of. bleſſed Angels and- aints 
Sternally happy in the Viſion ant Froition of 
God; and thoſe who are not ſo, are miſerable 
,only;by their own fault. Nor to have made 
A happy Nature, had been a juſt blemiſt to rhe 
Divine Goodneſs; to make happy Creatures, 
»4bough, they make themſelves miſerable, is 
none; no more than it is to make a Free 
>Apent, who alone is capable of Hape, 
and who alone can make himſelf miletäbte. 
None but a Reaſonable Nature is capable of 
any great . and to make 4 Reaſo- 
enable Creature, without liberty of Choice, and 
. conſequently without a poſſibility of inning, 
and being miſerable, is a contradiction: For 
bat does Reaſon ſerve for, hut to direct dur 
Choice? And indeed all the Pleaſures of th 
tte, which are; the greateſt Pleaſures of 
oman Nature, reſult from this Liberty, 0, 
nchuſe well when we might have choſe 3 I; 
and if it becomes a good God to make a Hap- 
eme it becomes bim « to make a Realo- 
ode 251151915 flag * 


e Nat 'nable 
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nable eee ach many ſuah 
_ Creatures ma make themſelves miſerable, 211-1 
13 Haut ſuppoſe we could not anſwer this Ob- 


jection, That God has made ſuch Creatures as 
h could and do make themſelves miſerable, 
What is it they intend by it? Would they: 
prove, that God did not make che World, be. 
cauſe he made Angels and Men; ſome f 
whom have made themſelves Devils? T baſt 
who are Saints and Angels ſtill hall anſwer 
this Odjection, when any Man has Confi⸗ 
denoe enough ſeriouſly to malie it. Or would 
prove, That God does not govern the 
World with Goodneſꝭ and Juſtice; becauſe he 
| his made ſuch Creatures, as by the good or 
A ue of their Liberty, make themſelves: the 
Suti acts of both? There is no other Anſwer 
necoſſaty to that, but only to ack, What place 
#1492 could be for a Governing Providente, 
weit there no nee who could deſerue 
well or il!? 030361, et nem slots 
But this is n in anſwer to an Obje- 
cen, which no conſidering Man would ſari- 
ouſly! make: The more - conſiderable» Objs · 
hon telates to the many Evils and \Mileries: 
that are in the World; and the only Obje 
ction which, if ic were true, could have any 
weight in it, is, That the Miſeries of this Life 
ate ſd many, ſo great, and ſo uniyerſal, chat 
they over- balance the Pleaſures and Comforts! 
er it; ; that a wiſe: Man would rather chuſe 
i to be, than to live in this Word. And. 
4 Siough the generality of Mankind ae Of ano». 
. ther mind, and therefore need no anſwer to 
this; | yet they N have che Scripture 
* fig; Fg 2 215 01 13831 1200 ory 
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on their ſide. Fot the Man Exel 4e 
tells us Ybtrefore I praiſed i e 
rich Kaen d Gormg - which ard her 
aj, Yea better is be thari bob tbey, who-bitth 
vol per been, ibo hath not ſeen tot evil work that 
Taler Bak the jor? /n ee en) 
_» This at firſt View looks: like a very ſharp 
Yar yr upon Human Life 3 chat it is better to die 
han to live ; and that not to live at all, is bet- 
ter than eicher: And were this univerſally 
true, it were a vain thing to think of vindice- 
ting the Goodneſs of Providence in the govern- 
ment of this World, which has nothing good: 
or deſirable in it. That this is not the meats 
of the Words, we may certainly conelude 
from thoſe: many Promiſes which are made to 
good Men in this Life; and God would not 
promiſe good Men what is worth nothing. 
Zut the Explication of this Text will con- 
tribute vety much to the underſtanding this 
99095 matter; and therefore I ſhall, 5 


ind Sbew you, That this is not univerſally: 
true, nor intended to be ſo underſtood by the 
wiſe Man, That it is better to Gene or not 2 
N it is id lige, 


/ . Sbew you in what "oY 1 wiſe May 
meant this, vi. with reſpect to the many 
Miſcries and Calamities, which ſome Ages of 
the World, and which ſome Men in all Ages 
are expoſed: to: And how wen is alſo to ** 
en boite „ enn ig ' . 
FR That this is not uni /etlaly be, That 
it is better to die, or 05 ©» be born, t lan it 
4 is 
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S$a0lv;1This;1 cotifefs;/ was ichighe>iby 
Lb ef tHe Andiene Philoſopher” 0 Pan 
100 general terms That che firſt bent thing is 
not tobe born g And che new, to die GAY); 
but no body believed them; for Men 
ſelt i otherwiſe: That Ig be i ſweet, and is 
i pieaſant thing ſor t be eyes to behold the ſun, -Ptcl. 
II. 7. There is a ſenſe indeed, wherein'this 
way be true. If we acknowledge, that this 
Life in its greateſt glory and perfection is the - 

moſt imperſect ſtate that a Reaſonable "S6ul 
can live in, as moſt certainly it is; theti theſe 
**Philoſophers: who did believe that the Souls of 
Men lived and acted before they were born 
inte this World, and were thruſt into tfieſe 
Bodies in puniſhment for N He: ui 
amis in a former ſtate, had reaſon to ſay, 
That the beſt thing is not to be born; for up- 
. on this Suppoſition, it is beſt for them to con- 
4 tine in that State of Happineſs; and not to 
tome into this World; and if when they die, 
they return to their Original State of pi- 
neſs, the next beſt thing for them is, to die 

quick 25 and it is moſt probable that this Was 
their ſecret meaning in it. For if we only 
':60nſider the Advantages and Diſadvanta ges of 
- Life, in ordinary Caſes Life is very dehirabe ; 
ſo deſirable, that it makes Death the King of 

Erie, 90G & to 10036. 12017 
It would: be a great Reproach to che Wiſ⸗ 
don and Goodnets of providence; wee *this 
Life ſo cont2mprible, or ſo calamitous a State, 
that it were more deſirable not to he, than to 
dive in this World; but no Man yet evet made 
Life an Objection againſt Providence, though 
we know they do, the Miferies and Calami- 
n! | tics 
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Dine Rrapidence. 8 
ges af Jife, / Menmay make rxhemſeluer mig 
ET) 'Reproeachn fo -Provideast; 
and moſt of Fiche Miſer 6 vn Fader Foy 

ot Folly zcbpt 
made Life „ 
miſerable a ſtate, as * 14 than not he- 


A booknt da 1 rofl 
2114 Im 1 ate very ungtateful to Almigh- 


ec. God, if we do not acknowledge that hun- 
tiful Proviſion which he has made for the Hap- 


2\pinels of Mankind in this World. For what 
s wanting on God's part to make Mat as 
bappy as he can be hefe? We want no:henſe 
Which is uſeful to Life, we want no Objects 
to gratify thoſe Senſes; and which ist very 
conſiderable, che moſt uſeful, and neceſſary, 
and ane) Objects, are moſt common, 
and ſuch as Mankind pretty equally ſhare dn. 
There is not ſuch a mighty difference, as ſome 
Men imagine, between the Poor and the 
Rich: In Zane and ſhe w, and opinion, there 
is a great deal, but little as! to the ttue Plea- 
- ſures; and. Satisfactions of Life; They enjoy 
the ſame Earth, and Ait, and Heavens; hän- 
8 and thitſt makes the poor Mans Meat 
and Drink as pleaſant and refreſbing as alliche 


{ Varieties which cover a rich Man's Table apd 


the Labour of a poor Man is more healthfal, 
and many times more pleaſant too, than the 
- Baſe and Softneſs of the Rich to be ſure 
much more eaſy than the Cares and Soliei- 
+tudes; the Pride and Ambition, Diſcontents, 
and Envyings, and Emylations;/ which com- 
e attend an exalted Fortune. 
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Theſe indeed ar beſt are hut mean Pleaſures; 
che Pleaſures of Senſe, which ard the: loweſt 
Neaſures a Reaſbnable Soul is capable of but 
yet they are ſo entertaining, that the 'generas 
liry of Mankind chink it worth living to n. 
joy them, nay, moſt Men know little of an 
other Pleaſures but theſe; and as philoſophi- 
cally as ſome may deſpiſe the Body and all its 
Pleaſures in words, there are but a very few! . 
who can live above the Body, and all its Plea- 
ſures, while they live in it. But how mean 
ſoever theſe Pleaſures be, it is certain they 
make Mankind, notwithſtanding all the coni- 

mon Allays they meet with, not only patient 
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of living, but deſirous to live. 
And yet chere are more Noble and Divine 
Pleaſures which Men may enjoy in this 
World ; fuch as gratify the nobler Faculties of 
the Soul, the Pleaſures of Wiſdom and Know- 
ledpe, of Vertue and Religion; to know and 
worthip God, to contemplate the Art, and 
Beauty, and Perfection of his Works, and tb 
do good to Men. Theſe indeed are Pleaſures 
that do not make us very fond of this Body, 
nor of this World; for they do not ariſe from 
the Body, nor are they confined to this World. 
We have reaſon to hope, that when we get 
looſe from theſe Bodies, our intellectual Facul- 
ties will be vaſtly improved; that we ſhall 
know God after another manner than we no- 
do; and diſcover new and brighter Glories, 
which are concealed: from Mortal Eyes; but 
yet the Pleaſures of Knowledge, and Wiſdom, 
and Religion in this World are very great and 
raviſhing, and therefore we either do, or may 
enjoy at preſent ſuch Pleaſures, as make Liſe 
CIT? very | 
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plen / State aber this; yet it wete very 
to cm into this World. jand) live as long 
we tan hete, ta enjoy the Pleaſutes and Satiſ- 


nd though! we know there is a happier Life 
this, yet there is ſo much to be enjoyed 
ini chis Word, as generally makes eren good: 
Men very well eee o 908 Marge as loog 
as GOd emen 1 | 

fIESITI Wc i #/., :29 151 
25: But fill we muſt confeſs; That though 
Man may live very: happily in this World, yet 
there may be ſuch a ſtate of Things, as, if we 
only compare the ſenſible. Adyantages and Diſ- 
advantages of Life, 154 make Death much 
more deſirable than Life.” I praſed the. dead, 
utbieh are already dead , wore than ne, Ong 
which are yet alive. tune 


For the underſtandiog of which we moſt 


cbnſider, That this is one of thoſe: Sayings 
which: muſt not be ſtrictl and dae e 
examined, nor ſttetched to the utmoſt 

the words will bear; it has ſome Tah, and 
ſomeching of Figure and Rhetorick in it, 26 
many of our common and — — 


mens vhich muſt be ae 10 f Walden, 


of. 


81 ollen tuo tad mod al 
We muſt: oblerve then, Tbat the deſign 
this whole Book of Eecleſtaſ es is not to put u 
out ot conceit with Life, hut to cute out vain 
Eupectations of a compleat and perfect Hag - 
pineſt in thia World; /t convince us, that 


tiere is no ſuch thing to he found in mere er- 


ternal En ſoy ments, which ate nothing hut v. 
nity and vexation of ſpirit, And the end of 1 
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thi is, not to ike" us weary of Life, but to 
bs 46 moderate our! L090) to, pfeſbnt 
I binps; and to ſeck for Happineſs in tis 
7 Vertue, in the Knowledge and 
F God, and in che Hopes of bined Eife-: 
this is che Application of all. Lei be 
be concluſion” of 'the whole matter; fear God 
Beep bis commandments, for 1hiv is rbe 1 | 
wan: Not only his Buty, but his Happi 
too; For God ſhall bring every work into judgment, 
With every ſecret thing , whether it - _— whe- 
iber it be evil, Eccl. 12. 13, 14 ot 
ON Among other Arguments to epa 
it is to expect a compleat Happineſs: in this 
World, the wiſe Man inſtances in the many 
Oppreſſions and Sufferings which Men are lia- 
ble to, and which ſometimes befal them, which 
may be ſo ſore and grievous, and make Liſe 
e uneaſte and troubleſome, as may 
Men, Who only conſult their own ſenſible 
een to prefer Death before Life? And 
-this' ſeems to he all that the wiſe Man means, 
That we may live in ſuch a troubleſome and 
tempeltuous ſtate of Things, that the mere ex- 
ternal Enjoyments of this Life cannot recom- 
Peg ee tn of it; for this is all that lis 
gu required him to prove, The Vanity of all 
external Enjoyments. And if ever the Caſe be 
1 — ch, That a Vile Man would chuſe rather to 
leave this World, and to leave all theſe Enjoy- 
ments behind him, than to endure che Troubles 
and Calamities wherewith they are attended, 
they are vain indeed. But this does not —— 
That 2 wiſe Man ought to deſpiſe Life ſor the 
Troubles of it; that he ſhould chuſe to run out of 
ts World to be eaſed of i its Troubles; or —2 
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Hard S 2 
en e ſach Caſs ſhould prefer, Deajh- 
before Life, though it may-reaſona bly « 
oute his Fondpeſs.for Life, and make hi welr 
ord Death, whenever God pleaſes to (end. 
I=tivs then briefly conſider. thele hings. And, 


{ Wyo} gin A % 

0 Let us ta ke a View of thoſe Nl 
Diſorders which. may make a wiſe Man willi — 
tu part with all the external Enjoy mentea 
fleaſures of Life to be rid of the Troubles of 
ie, and make him think; thoſe Men happy YO 
ate eſcaped cut of this Wacd, var eee 
come into it. NAA! ev. tig 1 3 
King Selemon the preacher gives us two Ag- 

Founts of: this; the firſt before, the ſecot 
iinmediately after this Next. In the firſt V 
he tells us; So! Leet conſidered al 

Tat are er tbe ſun, and be 

* zents of ſucb a4 1 

ebmforter 3 and en 725 of their oped 25 
n b’, but:they bad no com{orter, And, 

-the concludes; Wherefore: 1 praiſes. tle 2 
[[@fe 8 more than the 

dh. Which ſigniſies the Pale © — 9 
H eicher of the Supteme Power, or k du 
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Jou a ſhort View of ſuch a face of Thiap 
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of, 


A\Diſeondſe of ithe 
diſtoth and diſtragt Homan Lise; but J. (rall 
not! diſcourſs: chis matter ateerding tb Dules 
of Art and Method, but ſhall beg den ve e yi 


as might make 1 Man who conſults only; his 
own eaſe, very contented to ſup out of this 
World, and to leave fooliſh Mortuls te. n 
the Scuffle as well as they call. 1 


When a Kingdom is in a ſtrong Convulf- 


on, aſſaulted by powerful Enemies abroad, 
and divided 145 and reſtleſs Factions 

home; when Men live in perpetual Fear ad 
Suſpence, know not what to call chert on, 
nor how long they ſhalf enjoy it ; when ſome 


Men think themfelves bound in Conſeience to 


ruin themſelves, their Country, and their Re- 
ligion; others will ſacrifice their Country, 
and conſequently themſelves too, te private 
Ambitions, Reſentments, or Revenge; and 
try, their Fortune over again in ſome now: 
Changes and Revolutions of Government, 
When fuch publick Diſputes as cheſe influenos 
all inferior Societies, and as ſometimes they 
have done, corrupt Publick Juſtice, diſſose 
the moſt intimate Friendſhips, make Converfa-' 
tion uneaſy or dangerous, ſet every Man' 
Sword, or which is almoſt as fatal, every 
Man's Tongue againſt his Brother; when no 
Man's Fame, no Man's Life is ſecure; but 4 
flandering Tongue may blaſt one, and a per- 
jured Tongue deſtroy the other: When Zeal 
and Faction make Characters of Men, diſpoſe 
of Liſe, of Honour, of Eſtates; and Religion 
it ſelf ſerves for little elſe but to inſpire Men 
with Zeal and Faction: When we cannot live- 


in the World wichout ſeeing, or hearing, or 
ich « 


feeling 


Divine Providante. 
feeling ten thouſand; Villanies that are o 
uſuted in it, what ſhould makt any Man fond 
of Life? why: q we not come: to good 
Simeon s Neve dimwtiv,| Lord, wow lente thou 
thy ſenwant de part in peace. Such a- troubleſome 


ſtate of Things in this World muſt needs make 


all-canſidering. Men! think of a better, and as 
glad to get out of this, as a Mariner is to 16s 


cher the Haven after a violent Storm at Sea. 


Thus 1 ſay it muſt be, if we conſider on- 
be preſent Advantages or Diſadrantaget of 
2 for perpetual Fears aud! Cares, Striſe 
nd Contention, Oppreſſion, Injuſtice, Defa-⸗ 
mation, Cc. deſtroy the Eaſe and Security ot 
Life; and the Freedom and Pleaſure: of Com- 
votlation, without which all the- other Plea- 
ſures of Life are ver) taſtleſ. goigit 


Aud here I cannot but bewail the Folly and 


Diſtraction of Mankind, who are fond of iLife; 
aud impatiently thirſt after Happineſs, but 
will not ſuffer either themſelres or others td 
live, and to be happy. Who bite and devany 
each other, and by their ungovern d Paſſions, 
raiſe ſuch Hurricanes in the World, that there 
is n RBaſe, or Reſt, or Happineſs to he found! 
bat in a Grave, or in a Charnel-houſe; bers 
the wicked ceaſe from troubling, and bete d 
weary: be at reſt, where the priſoners; reſt -11get ber 
they rar not the voice of the vppreſſors:; tb {mall 


and gread are theres and the: ſervant is free: frond 


hls anefter, Job 3.17, 18, 1d ene 21 

Did Men conſider what it is to live, and ta 
be happy; it would convince them, that there 
is Hgothing in this World worth purchaſimg 
wich Eternal Diſcontents, Envy ings, EW 


tions, Jealouſies, Fears, wich ding all the 
20193! Miſchiefs 


JS 


ow 1 Ls, SIFTE of 
the. Pains (0,1 ge ke 9 
vince them of this, To live, 17 
be, bur to be. 2PPY 3 and. 
not ſignil y, merely to haves of 
10,6990, req! & an ea ly, { 
ed Mind, hel can. 2 Ys W 
extcact its true e and Saſis 
lags of le, the calinefs. and free 
Converſation, wt en we fear no Spies. 
our, Words and W no 1 ve 


1 ongue; Fa our; 
in the e 
dearments zo of. $00 of Fic 
leaſt j in mutual 77 57 and 
to ive, and to be 5 
what is external will make 4900 
happy, which all the Power 4nd 1 ta 
of che World cannot do; W 
keep it, dibides the Hearts A 
, ferments th eit Paſſion 
ſhips,-; and all murual Toaſt! a ande 
Canons 2nd Gumbles 1 5 ietles“ 
Parties and Factions, and af jmates, ohh 
a 1881 Zeal a- Rage, to te Hach ang 


8 0 undermine, each, 90 
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fee his Paſig out of *this World. There 
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Troubles and and Calamities the wi | 
love of Life is natural an 1 45 and re- 
—_ Mes i to great Miſeries, before they. 
done that Death ſhould eaſechem. Self-murcher 
unnatural a Sin, that it is now-a-days 
chough reaſon enough to prove any Man di- 

ſtrated; we have too many ſad Examples 
what a diſturbed Imagination will do, if that 
muſt, paſs for Natural Diſtraction; but w Wa 
" Jom or 5 hear, that mere external Su 


ws „ how ſevere ſoever, tempt Men tc 
BY. emſelves. The Stoicks themſelves; whole 
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| 
| 
| 
| ciple it was to break their Priſon, when 
| hey, Fund themſelves uncaſy, very rarely . 
; it into practice: Nature was too ſtrong fc or 
; their Philoſophy ; and though their Philo 

y allowed them to die when they pl 
; ature taught them to live as, long as they 
9 could; an — fee that they ſeldom thought 
5 mlelyes miſerable enough to die. 

There is N41 then of frightving Men 

9 out. 1 chis World by che Troubles and Cala 
* mities of. it; that I need not gonocern my t 
as with ſuch Fears; but yet, without contradidt- 
4 ing, Selamon, to vindicate the Providence 0 
5 Gad, il nd_to ſupport and encourage. goo! 
7 
, 


Men, I ſhall briefly ſhew you, That ic is ver 
us e for 2 ir Man dy live. on, and = 
a wiſe, d and Man may live very, bap 
notwit ding all che Troubles and DL 
ties which he may, and ſometimes muſt encoun- 
ter in Lb f World. For Difficulties are a glorious 
Verwe,. * h Vertue as can 
1 Nan | 1 conquer 
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6 A Diſcourſe of the 
conquer Difficulties, has its Rewards, its Rles- 
ſures and Satistactions even a Lite bag 
0 lt is very neecflary chat gobd Men houtd 
live in very bad Times, not gay to reprieve 
n wicked World, that God mac not utter 
"deſtroy it, as be once did in be gays of::Nowb, | 
When all Fleſh: had -eorrupted-its: ways Shut 
alſo to ſeaſon Human Converſations: to give 
check to Wickedneſs, and to revive the pra- 
ice of Verve by ſome great and rige I- 
amples, and to redreſs thoſe Victenees and:Hi- 


juries which are done under the Sun, at leaft 


to {truggle and contend wich a corrupt Age, 


vhich will put ſome ſtop to the growing Evil, 
and ſcatter ſuch Seeds of Vertue as will ſpring 
up in time, It is an Argument of God's ch, 


of the World, that Antidote grow in the 
Neighbourhood of Poĩſons; that the moſt de- 
n Ages have ſome excellent Men; who 
feem to be made on purpoſe: for ſueh a Thmne, 
to ſtem the Torrent, and to give ſome s ſe td 
the Miſeries of Mankind: Ahd:\wovld it be- 
tome ſuch Men, when the World ſo moch 


needs them, to get out of it, I chey; Guide Þ 
To chuſe the quiet and ſilent Retireenents 6 
Woods and Defarts, or of the Grave, to avoid 
the Trouble of ſerving God, or doing goοõ,ꝑ 


to Men? Great Minds cannot do this ; Ver 
tue is made for Difficulties, and gros ſtronger 


and . brighter for ſuch Trials; it*-laysra | 
mighty. Obligation on Manbipd t ſerve its | 


Pablick Good with Labour) and Danger 35 to 


putcheſe che Eafe, and Liberty, and Security 
of their, Ce untty, et the price of their own = 
Eaſe, aud the utmoſt haz 1d of their: Lim. 
aud Forte nes; to op poſe a l aide ned, dl 
. Ld Þbcrious, | 
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Divine Providante. 
botzous, tindvurwearied Verive," tg Fhal 
and Fadtibai/ and not ke Maar, to crouch 
between dvd Burthens, and ory; Reſt is good. 
And ie is u ty to a virtuous Mind 
10 feel its o ſtrength, to dontend wich DIf. 
. ficultits, as fur as Vertue and Prudence directs, 
dich an unbreken mind; it is always pleaſant 
de god, bot yet it has the fwecter Reliſh, 
-the denrer we pay for ii This is a Pleaſore 
above all the Eaſe and Luxury'of the 'World ; 
il dor only ſweetens all the Troubles of Life 
but turns them into Triumphs; to endeavour 
.t9 heur up a finking Wotld, though he'ſhonld 
at laſt be craſh's in the Ruins of it, will make 
the very Ruins he ſinks under, an IIluſtrious 
Monument of his Vertue: To do all that 2 
wiſe and good Man ought to do, without re- 
gar eo his own Euſe, to fave à ſinking Church 
and Stute, will make him fall with pleafare, 
and pespetudte hie Memory with: Honour; for 
ia ſpigit of Eney and Dettaction, Verrue 
lb always be bonourable in the Gravel But 
— enlatpe-on theſe things, and there 
Tor the Reſult of all have fats, 
in two — Obſervations Aebi 
1 IDIOVE 03 DH i 21.30 1 Ane Inv 
oaſt, That chough the Troubles al Calami- 
ties which we often meet with in this World, 
do not Life to be a contemptible State 
or⸗worſe than not 1 yet they do prove 
Hife to be a very imperfect State that the 
meteiſenſible Plea Tr and Advantages of 'Life, 
= copecher wich theſe great Allays, are but Va- 
pry, and Vexation of Spirit. Wiſe Men ſee, 
char! ther eàn be no compleat Happiness in, 
tis World and that it is vain to expect t; 
200ti90d X 2 for 
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Good and Evil, 19 many t 
the prevailing Inpredient? Aud Wet d 
| E natural love f Life, and fy Py Sens 
and "Comforts "of ir reconcile vet 
1 to Bying, Jet 3 wiſe Man —.— 
Io to be fond of this — [itch fed ee 
af of Feiler and laft Heppine fs vin 
it” UNO laftirig ith TIPPS em 
"Jay Arte mah Trost we are eApeſtd 
by i prove} That there's 50 Ffappto cc 
(966 tag this World, 8 5 
17 75 It was da vain Brag of -che-81 
That \ Vettue alone could make a Marr 
e perfectiy happy 
PEW Bull; for Vertie is not Meat A 
| Drink and Cloaths, "can't cute body Pais dd 
Fa nor ſatisfy the Appetitez and Deſſres 
1 f the ok 3 ' an while 4 wiſe/Man lives in 
7 real 17205 11 muſt feet the Fe e 


js pine wg ie of i Ars 
practice of Vertue. ce e oh 
— as will ſo wre all. Ver Scher 


cents, and make *. unable to bear up our 
II" Spirits, 
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dl, . Though the Troubles pf this Life are 
v0 Rasen HNA good Man ud haften bis. 
po, this World before his time ue. 
they ate a very good Reaſon do make hic 
contented to leave this World, henever 
calls him out of it. For though Vertpe wi 
ſweeten Labours and Difficulties, yet no Man 
would chuſe always to live in a flare of War. 
Eaſe and Reſt is very pleaſant and refreſping / 
after Labour; chough a Prince be glorious. ig 
the Field, covered with Duſt and Sweat, ang. J 
ſprinkled: with the Blood of bis Enemies, t Wl 
the Triumphs of a ſecure and quiet Throne i 
ate greater and more deſirable. And this 
makes the Grave too in ſome degree accepta- 
bis after the Toils and Labours of Vertue, 
at there the weary are at reſt; eſpecially, ſince,, | 
this. Reſt is not a ſtate of inſenſibility; for all 
the Labours and Difficulties of a Verteous Life. 
ate inſinitely to he preferred. before the Eaſe., 
and felt of knowing, and feeling, and being ² 
ſenſible of nothing, which is the Reſt of 
Stone, and of Things without Life, not che-, ll 
Reſt of a Man. But they reſt from their lalauri, 
and their works follow them; they reſt in a 
peaceſul and ſecure Enjoyment. of 


World; ſuch, a mixt State of Gocd and Evil, 
as may wean, us from the tempting Vanities of - i 
this. Life, and convince us, that there is; aQ/ | 
poiſe Happindſs to be fpgad here, which, W 
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EX Pcov: 19. 3. | Men make themſe 
XX and then reproach the Divine Providence with! 
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neceſfaxy to rag bur Hearts/abgre this World 
ard c ſet dur" Affections upon Things 4b 
wetücht is an Eter tal State of perfect Eaſe anc 
me Y: Atid ſince Religion and Vertue is neceſ. 
ty to ot Future Happineſs,” nothing en 
beter for us than ſuch a ſtate of Things as. 
ſh make Vertue neceſſary to dur Prefent 
ippine(s; © and ſince we muſt leave this 
World, and Death is the King of Terrors, 
whatever reconcile us to Death, and makes it 
eaſy, «may be reckoned one of the 'greacelt* 


Pleaſures and Securities of Human Life. 


5007? Fr F ag 
"Secondly, In anſwer to this Objection again 
the Goodneſs of Providence, from thoſe m. 
ny Evils and Calamities that are in the World, 
we'muſt conſider, That moſt of the Evils'of 
Human Life are owing to Mens own Wicked- 


neſs and Folly 97 it is very unreaſonable to 


make choſe Evits an Objection againſt Pfoyiz 


J gence, Which Nen wilfully bring upon them" 
% ſelves. Thus the wiſe Man 1 os ſince ſf3ted'! 
4 this Queſtion, The fooliſhneſ4 of man fervertith© 


bit ivays, and bis beart fretteth againſt the Lord, 
ves miſerabſe, 


"\ 


b their Miſerles: And therefore I ſhall briefly * 


0 1 * * 


ſhew you, that Mankind undo "themſelves; 


and that the Evils which Men bring upon i 
themſelves, ate no reaſonable Objection a gainſt N 
SELL. i 


S 2 74 — , 5 |} : 
the Goodnels of Providence. 


1. The firſt' is a very proper Subjekt ſor 4 
Satyt againſt the Folly and 'Wickedneſs of 
Mankind, but needs no Proof. If we take 4 
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Survey of the many Miſeries of Human Liſe, 


X 4 | and 
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2ctura egg ee q 
2itake great\cars)noglkaremery IdAHỹH u fr; Godlo | 
Aud in thegPuhiſtinent of 2:Wibketweks n ,t 
World: kinid em yiftubal bas od 
i MHhere are but two viſble Oauſes: oi alkehe 

D Miſeriea that! aces in te World} vitheriche 
-oByfortlers: of Nature, or theo Wieked ub 3 
Men By the Diſorders of Niturez>b-bnean 
.:ipaſtaſonable: Wrather, Earthquakes; &cge Rte 
bo rr great Drovughes, or —— Wh 
3 ins, 1 b ers; Light Storms» an A | 
-v{Etmpeſts;-) which ö — —ê bo 

»/Plagues, great Sickneſs, or a great Morality ; 8: 
ꝛgaheſe may very/rexſonably: be atrrjburedid/the "ih 

Lamar immediare Hand of 'Godþ who directs 
cr9b6d2governs, Nature ; but beſides that in f, ? 
2 Goſes, the viſihle Cortuptiot vf Mankind ju- 
uoſtiſias ſuch Severities; how' raigly do theſe flap- 
ba | 


pea and hom few tuffer bycrfiem,”'ini-cortipa- i - 
stiſoh with thoſe e. cotiſt anti Hvil 

.1:%hich.the Wickedne of Men every day being 1 5 
upon themſeldes, and others. For moſt of the - 
210mber:Bvils and Calamities of ¶iſe are viſibly 
aoctand painful Diſtempers, which ſliortem Mens 
10 . AIluxuryq or 

10 Wantonneb ; Children inherit th Diſeaſcb of 
autheir: Parents: ard conip:injo:the-Wholdcbnly | 

ꝛbota ery and die ort ſtiuggle ſomo ſe Years 
ba ig chef very Kingdom and Territories of 
2: Death.z and] ; to languiſh wndet/thofe: mort] 
h Wounds) whjdh:they received with the ſu ſh be- | 

müssen of afel to 51013 basynowdT 
Ils fot noffivorq Am esd boi) ; cod Sham 
: Shower 
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Diva N ia q . 
en baing; apobr.thiimiklves by-!Idlentfs;: pr 
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:hotin drety) Mats Power i ithelgrea | 
? dence and Induſtry to.make himſelf rich j for 


Bf -civdic bed Aber bahprnerb ron ne al; but in 


ocordiriary Caſes Prudence and Induſtry, joined 
Jo with a> teligious regard for. God: and hid Pro- 
nezidedce, ill /pteſerve a Man from the pteſ- 


dying Wants and Neceſſities of Poverty. Others, 


eise dei not mate themſelves poor by their 
bow ip, are many times, roduced 10 great 
bapovertſ by the Sins of other Men j hy Taju- 
IF; + tice, and Oppreſfion; and Violetce; by the 
„ Mileries and Calamitias of War, whictr brings 
as chonſand Evils with itz vhũch makes man 
2 -- ticlplcfs. Widows and Orphans, -:deprized Men 


aß their Patrons and Benefactom, :drives)oihers 


-£ Bread in a ſt range Landy plundets Poor and 


„ Richz ys 4 Houriſbing Cdnntry , deſolme; 


Schahd leaves no Work for the Poor: non 
d Seme -ethets are reduced to Povertymore 


| are quickly 

10 inched i by a lang and expenſſwe Bick or 
10 Ly. ahe! loficmities:of - Age, or — of 
Jatheĩt Eyes, or Hands, or Legs z rothetsiardun- 
-1:;dbne»by Fice; or Shipwreckabor the various 
0 Anocidenes of Trade, whichithe moſt wur y and 
{£116antious) Men cantmot eſcape; 1 
-) chete are fe uf theſe in dom 
Throngs and Crowds of Idle] Predigat) Self. 
made Poor; God has made proviſion for all 
cho TA | ſuch 
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= <1:1tnmediately by the Providence of Gad weith- 
=E ::2d6tcheinſown fault: Thoſe ho have no other 
Support but cheit daily Labour, are 
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ſugh'@akes, thar no-Man ſhall | 
55 ; 


want by tominiitditig'he Rich clpe 
opply the want of ftic Poor ha a c 
Poor, or the Poor of See by 
and -commanding This under the f aky GA 
err der be eee 
their own 35 1 '' nj - 
unfatehful Stewards 2 80 Ke God m makes: 
ſome Men' poor, it is the fault of other Men 
if they ſuffer want. The Poverty they ſuffer 
is 6Wing to the Providence of God; the W aue a 
and Miſeries they ſuffer, are owing to the Sits; 
to the Uncharitableneſs of Men: For thought f/ ® 
the World be unequally divided; ' of which © 
more pre ſentiy; yer there is enough to ſupply bo 
the Wants of all the Creatures that are in =? 1 
and God never intended that any of biz Cre 2 
tures ſhould want Neceſſaries; that one Mans, 4 
etiry- and abundance ſhodld cauſe ànothe ? 
to ſtarve: And thus it is in moſt of the 
other Miſeries of Life; it is the Sin and the.” 
Folly of Mankind which makes them wien E © 
ble, which is ſo obvious to every one e 4$ 
will conſider it, that I need not expatiate'o 5 
every particular. 1 beliere there is 8 
bur will confeſs, that were all Men good 
1 and vettuous, this World would be a very 37 
happy place; and if the practice of moral and” 
f ſociable Vertues would make Mankind bat 
py; it is no hard matter to gueſs what it is 
Nen the Peace and Happineſs of the!” a 
. Let us now nher how crtifingile "y L 
is to reproach the Divine Providence with 
thoſe Evils and Miſeries which Mankind bring 
upon themſelves. And laying down this as 4 
* Principle, 


XV Go yy e „% A SH ETD 


® 


. Rravidence. 
| Men | 
e. 75 7 ery caly, 0 0 5 | 


17 5 e m nt 


are help, chargeable upon Provid lence; 
Hh - 4 are an unreaſonable e ee 
ſt Providence, God does not bring thoſe. . 
q all upon Mankind, but Men bring Na AR, 
upon themſelves. Suppoſing the ) 
| Things, and and the Nature of Man to OW 
they now are, and that Men lived. juſt * 
now do, there muſt he the fame Mileries. inthe . 
World chat there gow are, though there Wele, 
no Providence. Though God did not intet- 
poſe in the e, of 11 World, yet In- 
temperance, Luxury, and Luſt, would d deltroy,:, 
WE Mens Health; Sloth, and Prodigalicy, and err, 
penſire Vices would make Men poor; ride... 
Ambition, and Revenge, would make 510 
relz, raiſe: Wars, and bring al t the Calamities, 
of War, upon the World; if chere were 9) 
4 Providence, thus it muſt. be; for. Fenn 


8 Ezcing and Drinking will oppre N I 
and choſe, who will take no honeſt Pains to... 


|K 78 

ee Money, or will ſpend what they have Ps, 
on their Lofts, mult be poor z and hols, who, 
TH 3 \ will quarrel and light, mult take h. ff Pr 
of == lows ; | theſe © evils. are nar ; owing 9. 12 
> gens. becauſe Providence does 

05 th 125 no more than Provid ence make et 

* wicked 2 Men make themſelyes 7, 12 


Wickedneſs makes them Arles and We, 


may as well charge the Providence 1 
wich all the Wickedneſs of Men, as. With tho 
Miſeries 0 their . rc brings, 
denden a aA 2. "Now" L 
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the World, bre Int juſtiy Phar dbem 
| Bijvideheo;ithe Goodneſs) is Fery 1 wit- 


te iti thoſe:vety Evils and Calamities wludh 
Mankind ſu For: 7 10 ss flum 
_ 220461 God has in coftinaryCaſes> put! id into 
eyeryi-man's.:/power:.to-preferve:himfelf{ from 
moſt of the greateſt evils and miſcries of Life, 
efen from all: thoſe which men bring; pd 
themſelxes by: theic own fins > Whapicould he 
dane more than; this for a Reaſbhnable ra- 
ture to make it his on choice; and th put 
into his on power, whether he will be-hap- 
py or miſerable? God ee 
Daus, but in the Nature of Things, ſet 
fote us Liſe and Death, Happineſs: and Miſes 
 BYs All men ſce what the-vidble and natural 
puniſimems of Sin are, and have a natural 
Auerſion to thoſe evils, and may asd them 
if they will; this is a plain Proof, not only 
ol the Holineſs of Providence, 6 bobſerved 
before, in deterring men from: ſis hy thoſe na 
tral: evils: which attend it, bit alfo:of the 
Goodneſs of Providence, by :ſhewing mench 
plain and natural method, how tofavoid. the 
miſeries of Liſe, and to make themſelves caſ 
and happy. Let the moſt Sceptical Objector 
aqgaiaſt Providence conſider with himſelk ; 
uchati God could have done more: to prevent 
thelumiſeries of mankind, wichout changing 
the: nature of mad, or the nature of things) 
J have laid a neceſſity upon man; that he 
hebld never chuſeh nor do any ching which 
weill, bring the ſe ils on him, had been d 
hanke dus Nature, to deſtroy the free erde 
oiſe tufchĩis Reaſon, and the liberty. of —_— 
T an 
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cant yet mn cannotdivaaslchayp do, wnTleſ- 
c 1 miſeriet . umlaſs o al Nanite. bb 
changed. bate other! kind of 
alias han l have ur bur Meatbnd Drink 
muſt have other Vertues ani Qualities, e bebt 
abe diſardersland / exotfles of zincemperance | 
mod} [oft ,uichout-facking:theomconveniences = 2 
oli xd Fire muſt not burn nor Mater Urdion; 4 
aOWingmoſtnoat inflame; nor a Rood of indi 
geſted hiquors extinguiſhcthe ical heat: This 
aa>hole World! muſt he a Paradiſe; and being; 
forth Fruit of -udelf 1 and: all things muſt u 
in common; or the die, flothful} pros 
digal Sinners mult be poor. Gu, RH, 
be intulnerable zud rimmorial, ior dure ana 
be hd inſtruments of death in the Worlds fot 
men; Wh⁰ quarreb will fight, and \kAl. ou 
another. - It cis 2 — _ MWotid nd 
is to ſeparate i and miſery ; hut man 
bid miſenyo A abey pleaſei: — 
very goο World;::and:a good Godahuat made 
fach-a\Wodd;i and a good Providence:which 
gorams:the World, wherein men may maks 
themſelvrs happy, if they will! o lanboot 
o\\ 2. Beſides this, the Goodneſs: of: Providence 
isl een inchiddering and preventing aigrtar 
many more-evs and miſeries which the fins 
atidluſts of men would bring upom tie Worlds 
were they) not under the reſttauus band: qu 
of: Providence: N man doubts 
bet ther might be a great deah more euih and 
miſery innthe World than ther ĩe mor! chat 
many bad ment are indlined to do & greab deal 
more hurt than they do ; hat is it chen alter 
all / that makes the Worid ſo tolerable place? 
3 bwing to the Provide of Gbd/ ie 

Ur is 


, 


1 Niſcvitbſe Hf be 

1 great uf His *Goodriefs; chat the 
will — fooliſh” Sinmors to make them- 
felves and others ſo miſerable as they would; 
that as many Turidus Phat ae Here at in 
the World, it is not yet all in ffames j but c 
moral, as well as the natural World), has dus 
!Demperate, : as well as Torrid Zones z And 
hat ſhall we attribute cis to; if we: do not 
attribmte it to Providence? To whit che dn 
we: aſcribe our 'deliverance- from cheſe unſten 
% Snares which were laid for us, and which-we 
knew. nothing of, till we had efcape$;onay, 
which, it may be, we know nothing of tb this 
day? how! many wicked Deſigns prove abo 
tive? how many ſeeret Plots are - diſcovered, 
when ripe for execution? how often dues God 
put a Hodk into the noſtrils: of the ptoudeſt 
Tyrabts, and by fome=crofsn:Acridents,. o 
weak: and obntemptible means, breaks their 
Power, and humbles them to the duſt ? Sacred 
and Proſane Hiſtories are full of ſuch EM 
ples, which can be attributed to nothing elſ 
but a Divine Providence, which ſets bounds to 
the Waves: of the Sea, and to the Rage and 
Pride of men. The Scripture- teaches us 10 
aſeribe our deliverance from all the evi 
efcape;' as well as all the good . enjoy, to a 
Divine Providence; and then we mult ac 
knowledge; tha: the Divine Providence pre. 
vents all that evil which bad men would do; 
but cant; and whO knows how much this is? 
who knows how much evil bad men would 06; 
bad they no feſtraint? that 'we have muthi 
more reafon' to adore the Divine Goodneſs fol 
teſtraining the Lofts and Paſſions of m 
which. prevents an univer{al-delbge of miſery: 
GOUT than 
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to aàffiict dhe; wo. (if 
loo vod 25 i it Tt —— ee 
tar Eſpecia 6 4 we cm in neut 3 
_ That Gad permits bad men to don : 
more hurt and miſchief, than what he over- 4 
ales to wiſe and good purpoſes. Fot Gdd 
= many times ſerves the wiſe: ends of his Fre- 
1 idence by tlie wickedneſs of men, to q | 
niſ the wicked; and to chaſtiſe/the: good; to 4 
Ws exerciſe the Graces and Virtues df good mem, 1 
or co give terrible Examples pf his Vengeanct 3 
on the wicked; and all this, bow fevere foever 
ie may be, proves the Goodneſs of Providened, 
== becauſe it is for the general good of the World. 

chat bad men ſhould be puniſhed. ſuppreſſes, 7 
= deſtroyed, and that good men ſhould be maile f 
better, and become great and eminent BAam 4 
ples of Faith and Patience. Whatever evil 6 
dad miſeries there are in the :Wotld, if hegt * 
be no more than the good government of the 

World requires; if no man ſufſers any mote 
than what be deſerves, or than what will do 
bim ſelf good, if he wiſely improves itz or will 
do others good, if they will eichentake/warhing 
by his Suffetings, or imitate his: Virtues, allithis 
is not only reconcilable with the Goodneſi f 
Providence, but is an eminent inſtance ofvit 
for to do good is an expreſſion of Gndnſ 
though the ways of doing it ay ba very ſevere; 
This is 4 ſuſſicient juſtification of ;Praved 
dence, even as to thoſe evils which {nd hiin» 
ſelf immediately inflicts upen the Word du 
he iailicis no more, nor greater: eis, than 
what ale for ibe gocdi)gevertment of the 
„ otld; as 1 Fave cbſeived: before hut: t is 


much 
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our ſelves, to qualify the malignity of our own 


= 1 and learn wiſdom by 


of God and his — let us ſuppoſe 


Diſcousſe of the 


E reference: to thoſe evils 
themſelves; for is it not 


which men 
wonderful ( 


in God to defend us from 


fins, to ſuffer us to do our ſelves no more hurt, 
than what he can turn into great good to us, 


— — ffer? So to reſtrain bad 


men, 
— thinks fit to puniſh, or to correct, 


or to exerciſe with ſome ſeverities; and that 


they ſhall do no more hurt, nor hurt any lon- 


k 2 he Dirine Wiſdom ſors a dt, 
Let us then review this Objeion und 


Anſwer ; and —— aſide the pony eat ys 
to be the caſe of a Father... And, I hope, 


ſhall hurt no body but thoſe 


what we our ſelres would allow to be a rea- 


ſonable defence of earthly Parents, will be 


Suppoſe then a Father has ſeveral Children, 


thought a good juſtification of God and his 
Providence. 


whom he provides very bouncifully for ; and 


ſends them abroad into the World in ſuch hope» 
ful circumſtances, that if they will be frugal, 


— and virtuous, they may live nA | 


increaſe their Fortunes: Should 
Children turn Prodigals, and waſte theif 
Eſtates in rioting and luxury, deſtroy theit 


health, and ſuffer all the miſeries of ſickneſs 


and — —— ene any man blame their 


this? and would not ſuch 8 
good man man think himſelf much injured, ſhould © 


Children, only becauſe after all the 


accuſed of unkindneſs and ſeverity to bie | 
he 


'h 
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ee, eglltez there rele te in gt; 
A wacſe 8b g ant Provffioß font Nr 

pork 6000 art under them. It is not 
in our er to void many of the Suf- 
Fig s and Calamities of fe, but iris our own 
| It if we ſiſik under them. Natural Cou- 
rage and ſtrengeh of mind, the powers of Rea. 
ſon, and a wife edhfileratt vn of the nature of 
things, the belief of a Good Providence, 
which rakes care of us, and orders all things 
fot our good, and the certain hopes of immo p 
a tal life, will ſupport good men under their 
T's ſofſetings , and Wake them light and* ea- 
ly : And if God enable us to bear our ſuffers 
; ings, and to enjoy our ſelves under them, roy 
5 poles our Souls in patience; and torejoice in 
4 hope; though we may ſuffer, we are not'mi-' 
3 c ſeradie; and Sufferings without miſery ate no 
= formidable Objections againſt Providence; 
/ this is like the Buſh, that was on fire, but why 
not burne, a ſignal token of the Divine Pre- 
| ſence and Favour, and that can be no objecti⸗ 
oh againſt the Goodneſs of Providence. What 
is merely external, may afffict 2 manz 
but cannot make bim miſerable;;" — Wach 
is miſerable, , whoſe mind is cafy and chic J 
1090 of great hopes, and fo potted with Di vin 
ut the diſorders of our 'Paflions make 
a leet and make us fidk rode extettial 
FF fecings. An Imtnoderate' love of —— 

= Wo 10 Pride, Ambition, 3 
1 ptr" Harced; Revenge, male 779 Cop 
4 | oN wntaly, and zny ese ing be 
Why 208 is this at makes once ar 
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people, ſuch unſufferable Exils, which a. 
and good man cannot only bear, but modeſtly 
geg It is this that terrifies us with the Je 
approach of danger, and diſtracts ns with fear, - - 
and care, and ſolicitude, and with all the ima- 
ginary evils, and frigheful appearances, which. 
a ſcar'd fancy can raiſe in the dark, Eſpeci- 
ally when guilt makes men afraid, and 1 2 
upon exery misfortune, diſappointment, affli- 
ction, as a token of the Divine Vengeance, 
and a terrible preſage of the endleſs miſeries of 
the next life. 

External Evils and Calamities, as far a wy 
are good, can be noobjection againſt the Good- 
717 of Providence; and they are good, as 
ar as the Providence of God is concerned in 
them, for they are permitted and o 17 by 
God for wiſe and good ends; and if they do 


not prove good to us, it is our own fault, my 


will not be made betcer by them. 
Whatever men ſuffer, if their ſufſetjngt 
not make them miſerable, this is no ju ka 
proach to Providence ; for God may be very 
good to bis Creatures, whatever they ſuffer, 
while they can ſuffer, and be happy; . not pet. 
fectly and compleatly happy, which panes of. 
no ſufferings, but ſuch a degree. of, ſelf enjoy-: 
Aan as reconciles external Suffering within: |: 
ward: peace, contentment , patience ,. 
05 che happineſsof a bulking ſacs, vl 
a aaa en -happineſs than th 
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charged uponiche Divine hi. 
makes men me d bat the i inward Te 

Ap of their gyn mipds;z,1 wo tht 1 

ſpinit of a man 101¹⁰ fata ee 9p 


ut. a 


all that 


chat Text. God inflicts n us may he born , ur vier 


M diſcourſed tlſis upon another e * jp 
* Urge No, farther, nee 


owing to gur ſelves, But I bave fo — 
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_ neſs of Providence, is God's, partial and une- 


_ Girions of men in the worl 


qual care of his Creatures; and 1 _— Par- 
tiality is a very great Objection, bo inf 
Juſtice, and an Uuiverſal Goodne . 


the Goodneſs o Providence muſt be.. 


The foundation of the Objection is 
That there are very e an pad 
Rich and Poor, 


High and Low, Princes 20d Subjects, and a 


gteat many degrees of Power, — Honour, 


and Riches, and Poverty; and we cannot lay, 
that God deals equally by all theſe men, whoſe 


Fortunes are ſo very unequal : But there 8 


aͤnſwers the Objecttan; For though there are 


| bre, difficulty in anſwering this, „ ors th 2 


eee 
conſulting the genera appineſs 

Mankind, and of reticular was IIa? ow 
tion to the good of the whole ; and this ful 


too many who ate not well HANG with th 
on Station, and never will he; unleſs they 
could he uppermoſt. i ANTE 's appeal to 
15. of comtnon feh (8, w nos 
he good of Mankigg; 180 
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Goręrnment ; and Jot there oouſch be n: 
vernment in an equality N And thete is nothing 
makes ſuch an as 4. like an unequal For- 
tune. Were all mem equally rich and greats; 


there would be neither Subjects nor Setvants 3 


7 for no man will chuſe to he a Subject or à Ser- 
yo who has an equal diele to be a Lord and 

And then no man vuld be rich an 
great "which are only ompatatise terms; 9 

hich is worſe than that; 0 man could be 

ſafe. Abd if an inequalit) in mens Forbes 
be as neceſſary as Government," that is 4 ſu 
ficient juſtification of Providence, for. Human, 
Wache Nase ſubſiſt without it. 

245. het it u e wiltake t 10 
tin e the Happineſ⸗ iffer as, 
much. as their Fortunes do; that a Prins is Ss, 
much happier, as he is greater: than hi 

* for all the world knows, chat Tek 


6 


8 be iled on Riches, and Power, and Sev, 
_ H6nours}*a they Hexe afteif advantages,.. 
ſq th mo vet troubleſome and fowre al., 


be, upon a true eſtimate 
5 en how and; appearante a 
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Sa Nature; for Appor - 
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attend 1 "_ Luxury” of chef Rick 3 
and as for Opinion and Fancy it ſelf, which 
creates the greaceſt difference, every Rack of 
men make a Scene among themſelves, and eve- 
ry man finds ſome to value himſelf a upon ; 
That, ic may Pe, there is nothing wherein all 
Mankind are ſo equal as in Self. love, and-Self- 
flattery ,” and a value for themſelves; — 
though there are many men who would chan 
ortunes with others, there are few thar w 
Sago themſelves:; and the difference of 5 
chnes is very inconſiderable, while &rery 
is ſo well farisfied irn rel. fi gi 10 
arg ok it 
ker bd fer ves a 
Ir makes 


4 %. Tk ine qual 
Fe, of al Rate ve 

e men induſtrious to provide for 'themſclyes 
and Families; it inſpires others with emufari- 
On to raiſe their Fortunes; it ſyes life” and 
ſpirix 10 the-world, and'makes it a bufy Scenes 
of Action, to keep what they Have, and to 
make new acquiſitions; to excell their-Equals, 
and rival thoſe doe chem; Rd though 
through che folly un e men, this 
1 0 10 85 Der Auen t, 
world won 2” place w it, 
e would be no encouragement; no reward 
He Virtus; hg one it elf wauld hare ve- 
ry lietie to do the viſible Rewartt ut Vi. 
62 200 ae . of Wietodac, ie 

Mens 
Fare an9 Vows advances Wen of a” low 
to the greateſt Places of It and: 
Honour, or at lids a pleritifub and ſpl Erd 
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debate, The Geltbetog of the-Old 
World being intended as à warning to the New; 
ie was neceſfary there ſhould- Be ſome living) 
Fieneſſes, both of the deſttusion and the 1e. 


ſycretion ef the World; 16 affitetheir Poſte- 
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"> aly. The yogi of God ws very viſbls 
"Y FERN ſo terrible an Execution till there 
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had no effect. It is generally 5 Sause by che 
5 Mlle s, that he was an hundted year in 
/buſldivg « the- and all this while he ave 
' viſible warnin do them of the app in 
Deluge: Now when it was impoſſible by — 
ordinary means to put a ſtop to the wickednefs 
of Mankind, what remained but to deſtroy 
that corrupt and incurable Generation, and to 
preſerve righteous Noob and his Song, $0 pro- 
pagate a new Generation of men, inch o train 
them up in che fear and worſhip of Godd Ha 
he delayed a litile longer, the whole w 
might have been: corrupt, without one righ- 
teous man in it; afid then he muſt either have 
maintained aud preſerved a World of Athèiſts 
and profligate Sinners, or muſt have-deſtroyell 
them, all : Bur it more became the Diyine Wiſe 
dom, when Religion was reduced to one Fa- 
mily, to defer Vengeance no longer, while 
hr one righteous Family to ſave, to preſet 

Race of Mankind, and to deen loſt 1 
9 and Virtue to the world. | 
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2817 34%. The Wiſdom of Providence in 
Kiepe the Old World is very; viſible in 
manner of doing it. TE 2 
If. For it was a Mirdculgi and 
tural Deſtruction, and therefore an — 
ble evidence of the Power and Providence jt 
God. There are no viſible Cauſes in Natuft 
to do this, and therefore it muſt be _— 7 ip 
Power Superior to Nature. 

Some men think it ſufficient to 
au. Account of the. Sg, 
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Others, ho profeſe no bdiey tad: 
_ thembeives much concerned — veny _ 
Phical Acebnt of. ic, without hazing 
Jour re oye ne 
8 ers But if ic; 
becomes Philoſophers to believe M 10 
they, will think. it very much bel 
chen be Chriſtians, which no — pu = 
who, dees not believe Miracles; and | 
will allow of Miracles in any caſe, pink wah 
they, oMipuld make: no ſcruple to attribute the 
* of the world to a Miraquious and 
Sapernatutal power. . | 
The gomſort is, the truth of the Soy does 
10 rn cal. Hypotbe- 
bse de not believe that: the whole world 
W#; drown'd; becauſe we can tell by what 
Norural Cauſes it might be drowned, but be- 
cauſa Moſeii has recorded it in his Writings, 
whe we know, was Divinely inſpir d: * 
we know alſo, that there has been no ſatisfa- 
Coryascount given yet from the Principles of 
Nature and Philoſopiiy, how the whole world 
couldibe;drowned;; at leaſt none that will 
ages with the Heſcical Hiſtory, either ok the, 
Cemion, on of the Deluge; and ic. is bettet 
to have no Account, than ſuch an Agcountias} 
confutes! Ade, could: any ſuch he giren g; for 
this: egafes, or at leaſt e ran: boars ie. 
ſelfa : for 2 ney of Ayr i oe, 
THY wbent:. ority 4-18 
But indeed it ia no ſervice to Religi | 
aſten Natural Cauſes for the deſts — the, 
word: = more than it is to — ens 
the world into Natural Canſes; for 
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it is great 34a! 
if rhey can malte and deſttoy a %] 
out him ʒ there can be no ſuch thin a 
Cauſes, till the world is maſ e; and very HH? 
endowed with its Natural Virtues and FOr 
and united into a regular tue, with a must 
dependanee and connection; and thereſote it 
1 vain thing to talk of making the worl# by” 
Natural Cauſes, when it is demonſtrable, t 
there can be no Natural Cauſes till che world” 
is made: And it is as certain, that Natiie“ 
muſt move unnaturally, and be pur into af 
univerſal diforder; before che world can be 
ſtroyed; for while Natural Cauſes keep el 
Natural Courſe, they will preſerve, not de- 
ſtroy the world; and therefore the deſt 
of the world is not owing to Natutal Cuuſes 
but to præternatural Diſordets; and what P 
loſophy cad gire an account of that 1*Whiat 
can put Natute into ſuch an Biniverſal diſordef 
t the ſame Divine Power which put it i 
r, and guve Laws to it? 1 07 99 
And tis is What God intended in thetde“ 
ſtrüction of che Old World, to five a vifible" 
ahd laſting proof of his Being and Provides 
ts the Næw i by ſuch a Miraculons Deluges at 
cduld ds! attributed to no other Cauſe, hut u 
Divine Merigenc . . 
That univerſal Corruption of Mankind 
would perſuade us, that the very belief and n 
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been loſt in ſo 
ort a time yet at leaſt they could have no 
ſenſe of God's Juſtice and Providence; they 
Could not believe that God took any notice 
of their Actions, or would execute ſuch a ter- 
tible Vengeance on them for their ſins We 
do not read of any one Act of Judgment which 
God exerciſech before the Flood; and it is not 
improbable, chic his ſparing Cain, when he had 
killed his Brother Abel, might encourage them 
with hopes of impunicy, whatever wickedneſs 
they committed; and therefore the Divine Wiſ- 
dom ſaw it neceſſary to put an end to the Old. 
and to begin the New World with a viſible de - 
monſtration of his Power and Juſtice, to teach 
men the fear, and reverence, and worſhip of 
that God, who not only made the world, but 
has once deſtroyed it, and therefore can de- 
ſtroy it again, with all its wicked Inhabitants, 
whenever he pleaſes. Wn | 
No to make this a laſting proof of God's 
Power and Juſtice; it muſt be evident beyond 
all contradiction, that it was God's doing, and 
therefore it was neceſſary that God ſhould de- 
ſtroy the world in ſo miraculous a manner, as 
could be attributed ro noother Cauſe ; for it is 
the true Spirit of Atheiſm and Infidelity to at- 
tribute nothing to God, which they can af-. 
cribe to any. viſible Cauſe. _. | 
Hlad all Mankind, excepting Noab and his 
Sons, been deſtroyed. by Plague, or Famine, 
oc. Wild Beaſts, though. ſuch a general deſtru- 
ction would have convinced Wiſe and Rea- 
ſonable men, that the Hand and the Vengeance 
of God was in it; yet if we may judge of the 
reſt of Mankind by the wonderful improve- 
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ho f 2 World ow Ned, and know not Whale 
Witer to" drown it, Without a mitacu! 
lodPfliffoſurio fon of Natufe' "they muſt" eſther 
laugh at the Story, whict men in their” Wies 
cant well do, or they muſt beſieve a God and 
a Providence. But Theor ſnift che Tafidely 
of our Ape may make to disbelieve the . 
verſal Deloge, it muſt be comfeſſed that it Wa? 
a very wife and moſt eſſecłual means to eqn 
vince that new Generatioff of men, while . 0 
. 2 Tradition of the Belag was Pret. 
erv 
24h. The Wiſdom of che Divine Pienidence'" 
was ſeen in deftroying that wicke ee 
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of men, without deftroying the Eärth. G 
did not intend to put a Ane end to the NAC k 
Mankind, * TE Earth was to be again he, "A 
bited by Generation; and a Deſuge e. 
Waters gb beſt fitted to this purpoſe, 'whic! 
did fo'tiutr'to'the' Earth, when it was drie 
up agald, ut rather tnoiflened and imprep 
ted I Wfet nec Sees and Principles of f pi 

Tiibr#afe*bur two ways ce Know of to de- 


ho ig Bc either by Water ot Fire ; * 
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verted, as it might have been, had, it been 


mere Chance, it is evident that the Earth 
could neither have been preſerved from Fire, 
nor utterly ' deſtroyed by. Water, without 


Que 2 
perpetual, Deluge. A Deluge of Water does 
not deſtroy the Earth, nor make it. uninhabi- 
table after the Deluge ceaſes ; but Fize deſtroys 
the Frame and Conſtitution of it, and melts 
all into one confuſed. maſs 3 there is and de- 
fence againſt a Deluge, Naab and his So 
were preſerved in the Ark, to people the New 
Worid; but there is no defence againitFlames ; 
the whole Earth, and all the wicked Inhabi 
rants of it, muſt burn together: And this is one 
wiſe Reaſon why choſe to drown the 


the end of all 


World, not to burn it, becauſe 


2dly. There is great variety of Wiſdom to 
be obſerved in God's preſerving Nogb and his 
Sons in the Ark from periſhing by Water. 
For jrft, as I obſerved before, this was vary 
neceſſary to preſerve the Race of Mankind to 
new. people the world, which much more be- 
came the Divine Wiſdom, than to have crea- 


ted Mana- new. When 41 fleſb bad corrupted bis 


. the firlt Creation 3 fon chere cam hand pte. 


ways, it became God to try new Methods of 
reforming the world; for this opens new and 
ſurprizing Scenes of Providence, and diſplays 
ſuch a multifarious Wiſdom in the government 


of Mankind, as is much more wondetſul than 


the Creation of a New World would be: But 
had God deſtroyed the whole Race of men, 
and created a new. Man to inhabit the New 
World, this would have argud ſome deſt t dn 
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tence for deſtroying Man th make bim again, 
but. a deſign to make him ; to 2 
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to propagate Religion and Piety in the New 
it was neceſſary that ſome Inhabicancs of & : 
Old World ſhould: ſurvive the Deluge, to b 
Witneſſes of that Terrible Deſtruction. 
_ Had no man farvived, though God hoy 
have created man a· new, that new Generati- 
on of men could have known nothin of the 
Deluge, but by Revelation; w n in- 
tended a ſenſible proof of his Power and Pro- 
*yidence, which Mankind wanted, 
_ Beſides that Revelation which we may ſup- 


an z pole God made to Adam of the Creation of 
vt the World, and his own ſenſe that he himſel 
en, was but juſt then made, and was the Wh an 
aw the only man upon Earth, there are ſuch viſ 
an ble Marks of a Dirina Wiſdom and Power it 
te- i the frame of the 2 as dne would thin 
ice K 50 x 2 * | nk ſhou 
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340 1 A Diſcourſe of, the 
 hould be ſufficient tg convince men, that the 
world was made, and is preſerved, and go- 
verned by God; and yet becauſe no man ſaw 
the World made, neither Reaſon norRevelation 
can perſuade ſome men that God made the 
world. And is it, reafonable then to think, 
that when thete are no remaining ſigns of a 
Deluge left, the belief of a Deluge ſhould for 
any long time have prevailed in the world wit 
out any living Witneſſes who ſaw;the Deluge, 
though we ſhould ſuppoſe God to have revea- 
led it to new-created 'Man? No man' could ſee 
> the Creation of the world, becauſe the world 
* muſt be made before Man was made to live in 
| it; but though no man ſaw the world made, 
there were ſome who ſaw the deſtruction which 
F, the Deluge made, which was as viſible a proof 
© - of the Divine Power, and a much; greater 
| proof of aJuſt and Righteous Providence. No 
man Who believes that God deſtroyed the. Old 
World wich a Deluge of Water, can doubt 
6 - whether God made the world, and'governs it; 
1 and for this the New World had the teftimony > 
| of Eye-witneſſes, which is as ſenſible a proof 
of a God, and a Providence, as we can poſſi- 
have. r | | 
zaly. The preſervation of Noab and his Sons 
in the Ark, was an evident proof , that this 
Deluge was ſent by God: God forewarned 
Neb of it an hundred years before it came, 
|: abd commanded him do prepare an Ark, and 
gase him direaions how ro make ir. Thus 
_—— much. is. certain, That Noab did know of it 
5 nn | 7 an e re- 
maine d 4s a vilible Tel d the Flogd to 
futurs Generations. Now th eb c | 
0 >" wh 18 Os tural 
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tural Cauſes of the Flood, there could be n 


Natural 
ſelf obſerves; That there were not the leaft 


Symptoms of any ſuch thing, .tjll Noah entred. 


Prognoſticks of it. Our Saviour him. 


3a 


into the Ark; and therefore Noab had no 


other way of knowing this, but by Revelation z 
and ic was ſo incredible a thing i 94 it ſelf, that 
the reſt of Mankind would not believe him, 
though he warged them of it, and they faw 
that he believed himſelf, by his preparing an 
Ark for his own ſafety. -Andi if we believe the. 


Account that Moſes gives of it, that ſome. of 
all ſorts of Living Creatures, boch the Beaſts 


of the Field, and the Fowls of the Air, were 
— — with Neah in the Ark (Cas we muſt 
lieve, if we believe the Univerſal Deluge, 
unleſs we will ſay, that God new- made 
Living Creatures after the Flood, ) whac . 
nt can be given of this, that ſome of 
11 0 ſuch . a 7 pad anne aj gg, 
and had prepared r on for, thoul 1 25 
of their — * Noah, when lie Was 
ready. to enter into the. Ark, had they Hot” 
been led, thither by a Divine Hand? 1 
Achly. The preſer vation of Noab and bis 
Sons -= "the. Ark did pot only prove that the 
Deluge was ſent * God, but Was a FO Eri. 
dence for whe r God ſcat ſuch a Terri- © 
ble Jud gment; To put an end to that 
wicked Generation of men, and to new pe- 
ple the orld with a Righteous Seed. This" 
od gave to . Noab, and the nature of 
th thing ſpeaks it. For when all the wicked 
bitants 25 the world were deſtroyed, and 
nor eu the Deluge, but only that one” 
| Right y, Which & eſcaped the, cor- 
L410 1280 ally 9 5 602 8 2 * ruptl- 
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rtipeions of the Age too, and that preſerved: 


dp the pecntiar Order and Direction of God, 

ttiis is a viſible Judgment upon all the wieked 
of the Earth, and makes 2 viſible diſtinQion 
berween Good and Bad men. When ſeach 
Evils and Calamities befal the world, as may 
be reſolved into Natural or Moral Cauſes, as 
Plagues, and Famines, and Wars, Fires, and 
Earchquakes ; and it may be Good and Bad 
men ſhare pretty equally in the pnblick Miſ- 
fortuges ; Atheiſts and Infidels will not allow 
theſe Evils to be inflicted by God, much leſs to 
be the puniſhment of Sin, when they make no 


viſible diftinfon between the good and the 


had; but the Univerſal Deluge was both a 
Sypernatural and a diſtinguiſhing Judgment; 
nohe but God could thus deſtroy the Earth, 
and none but the wicked were deſtroyed; and 
cherefore this is an undeniable demonſtration 
of the Juffice and Righteouſneſs of God, that 
he hates wickedneſs, and will puniſſi wicked 


men. N 

There are ſome other Marks of Excellent 
Wiſdem in the Univerſal Deluge, which L 
ſhall only name, becauſe, though they are 
worth obſerving, — they are of leſs moment 
as ta my preſent Deſign, © 

As the Deluge was to be a laſting proof of 
a Juſt Providence to the New World ; and as 
yon have heard, was upon all accounts admi- 
rably fitted to that purpoſe; ſo we may rea- 
ſonably ſuppoſe, that when it came, it con- 
vinced that wicked Generation of men, and 


OY 


br guglit them to repentance, which it gave 
chem ſomg time for z and though it could not 
Taye them in this world, who knows, * 
ah a ſude 


„ . N 
. g a z 


4 
viſtiof, 


he: had--often-reproved-them for their ſins, and 
thteatenei them with a Deluge, but they 
would not believe him, though they ſa him 
ting the Ark; but when they faw the 


des upon ſuch a ſadden con 
Sion, mighr obtain meray for, them in che 
next ? Noah was a Preacher of Righteouſneſs 4 


come, thoy knew then the meaning of it, 
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fen what Nob had often; told them; and 


this muſt. needs convinee them of the terrible 
Juſtice and Vengeance of God: And the gra- 
dual. increaſe of che Flood gave them ſome 
time to xepent in, and to beg God's pardon ; 
and I'm ſute this makes a glorious repreſentati- 
on both of the Goodneſs and Wiſdom of God 
in the moſt terrible Judgment that ever was 
executed upon the world, if we had ſufficient 


reaſon to believe, as there want not ſome fair 


appearances of it, chat God intended the De- 


luge as well to convince and fave all that could 
be he to repentance in the Old World, 
as to reform the New.  _—_ 2 

Thus ſince God had determined to deſtroy 
that wicked Generation of men, and to pre- 
ſerve only Noab and his three Sons ; to deſtroy 
the earth by a Deluge, and to ſhut up Noab in 


the Ark, was as great, or a greater mercy to 


Noah, than his preſervation was: Let us ſup- 

ſe, that inſtead of drowning the world, 
God had at once deſtroyed all Mankind by 
Plague; or Thunder from Heaven, or ſome 
other ſudden ſtroke, excepting Nob and his 
Sons, who ſhould be Eye-wicneſſes of this Ter- 


. rible Execution, and live to ſee the Earth-co- 


vered with dead Bodies; and none lefo to bu - 
iy them ; and. their * lie waſte and ale 
DL! 4 re 


A Diſcourſe of te 
late wichout inhabitants ; who can conceire 


what the horror of ſuch a ſight would have 
been? who would have been contented to 
lire in ſuch a world, to converſe only with 
the Images of Death, and with noiſome Car- 
kaſſes? But God in great mercy ſhut up Noab 
in the Ark, that he ſhould not ſee the Tetror 
and Conſternation of Sinners when the Flood 
dame; and he waſhed away all their dead Bo- 
dies into the Caverns of the Earth, with all the 
marks and ſigns of their Old Habitations, thax 


hen Noab came out of the Ark, he ſaw no- 


4:5 co diltuch his imagination, no marks or re- 


thing but a new and beautiful World; nothing 


mains of that Terrible Vengeance. | - 
This indeed deſtroyed all other living Crea- 
tures," as well as Sinners, excepting thoſe that 
were in the Ark with Noab: but this, I ſup- 
poſe, is no great Objection againſt Providence, 
that the Creatures, which were made for man's 
uſe, wete deſtroyed with man, ſince God pre- 
ſerved ſome of each Kind for a new increaſe; 
and yet the Wiſdom of God was very viſible in 
this; for had the World been full of Beaſts, 
when there wete but four men in it, the 
whole Earth would quickly haye been poſſeſſed 
by Wild and Savage Creatures, which would 
have made ic a very unſafe habitation for men. 


I To conclude this Argument, the ſum of it 
in ſhort is this: When the wickedneſs of Man- 
kind was grown univerſal and incurable, it 
became the Wiſdom of God to put an end to 
that Corrupt State, and to propagate 'a new 
Race of men from a Righteous Stock; and 
0 take the maſt efiecual courſeto poſſeſa "ow 
>" t 7 = kw, + | with 
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wich laſting belief of his Being and Provi-, 
dence, 1 N a religious pap, his Juſtice' 


and Power: To this end he deſtroyedthe Old 


World with a Deluge of Water, and preſer- 


ved Noah and his Sons in the Ark; which had 
all the advantages imaginable to deter men 


from ſin, which brought a Deluge upon the 


Old World; and to encourage the Practice of 


true Piety and Vertue, which preſerved Noob 


from the Common Ruin, 


We ſee in this Example, that numbers are 
no defence againſt the Divine Juſtice, and 
therefore no ſecurity to Sinners; when «ll fleſh 
had. corrupted bis ways, God deſtroyed them all; 
nay; we ſee, that the more wickedneſs prevails 


in the world, the nearer it is to deſtruction ; 


that the great multitude of Sinners-is ſo far 
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from being a reaſonable temptation and en- 


couragement to fin, that it is a fair warnin 
to conſidering men, to ſeparate and Jitinguiſh 
themſelves from a wicked world by an exem- 
plary Vertue, that God may diſtinguiſh them 
alſo, when he comes to Judgment, which an 


univerſal corruption of manners ſhews to be 


very near; and it is a dangerous thing to ſin 


nets will haſten Vengeance. 


* 


Here we ſee, that though Sinners may be re- 
Ty ſecure, they are never ſafe; as our Saviour 


obſerves, it was in the days of Nob , 


they were eating and drinking 3 marrying, and gi- 


ving in marriages, until the day that Noah went in- 


to the Ark, and knew not until the flood came, and 


tooꝶ them all away, 24. Matth. 37, 38, 39. 
God may delay puniſhment a great while, and 


cem to take no notice of what is done below, 


— 
4 


with a multitude, when the multitude of Sin- 


501 . - wh. 


Go Difouf of the 


to think, that he Is ſirb = ove 
ur their Jadg _ all — 


ſtumbers, ner ſleeps ; there may aA 
5 _ and the ſereneſt days, 
F | the moſt terrible Eatthquakes'z and the — 
3 God has kept ſilence, the more reaſon have 
3 we to expect a ſevere and ſurptiaing Vengedtice; - 
which makes the Pſalmif*s Advice in ſuich G. 
ſes very ſeaſdnable; Nou toifidev 1his Ye fbr 
Forget God, left I tear Jou in cl] ae bert __ 
hot fo deliver. 
And who would be afraid, * be ahemed. 
of Noab's ſingularity, to be oe alone, and 
to be the ſingle Example of Piety and Vuwe, 
that remembers, that he alone with his three 
Sons, were ſaved frotn the Deluge? and he 
that would be a Noab in the Ark, muſt be * 
' Noab in a wicked World. | 
= But this is ſufficient to juſtify the Wiſdom 
, and Providence as to Neab's Flood, which put 
f an end to the Old World; and no let ts | 
take a view of the New. © 4 
Notwithſtanding that late terrible Exartple | 
of God's Power and Juſtice in the deſtruction 
of the Old World, that new Generation of 
men began to' gro very corrupt; as God 
foreſaw they would, but reſolved to try ſome 
new methods, and not to drown the world 
| an more: When Nah had offered a Burnt- 
Z ring to the Lord, f every clean beaſt, and of 
A Jews lean fowl, after his coming out of theArk, 
. | The Lord frheled 8s ſweet ſawtur ; and the Lord 
3 | ſaid in bis heart, I will not again euſt the ground 
—_ any More for laws ſake; for the imagination of 
I man's heart it wail from his youth : Neither will 1 
again ſmite any more every living thing, as I bave 
done, 8, Gen. 20, 21. The 
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The fieſt Exploit we hear of them, was theit- 
building the Tower of Babel; which Story is 
ſo briefly related by Moſes, that we cannot give 
a perfect account of the Reaſons and Circum- 
ſtances of it. The moſt probable Account 
ſeems to be this; that Nanrod the Son of Cuſb 


and Grandſon of Hem, in which Line true 


Religion and Piety firſt decayed, affecting an 
Univerſal Empire, to prevent the dilperfion of 
the People, perſuaded them to build a magni- 
ficent Seat for his Empite, which ſhould be a 
center of Union for them, at what diſtanee 
ſoever they ſhould be forced to temove: That 
the whole Earth ſhould be but one Ki * 

Babel the Royal Palace. Had this Deſign 


ſucceeded, the whole world would have been 


but one People, and the Univerſal Monarchy 
in the Line of Ham, which would quickly 
have endangered as general a corruption of 
Mankind, as there was before the Flood. | 

Let us then conſider what Courſe God took 
te prevent this, and the excellent wiſdom of 
it, which we have an account of; 1 1. Geneſ. 
7, 8. That God'confannded their lamgusge, '/o:: 
that they could not underſtand one amut ber 4 9 
and by this means, ſcattered tbem abroad 
thence upon the face of all the earth; and thay: tft: 


off to build the oity. Now not to take notice, 


that this was the moſt ready way to people 
the whole Earth, even the remoteſt Corners: 
of it, which was for the great good of Man- 
kind; found them work to do, forced them 
upon the invention of logenious Arts, and by 
the benefit of Trade and Commerce, made 


every Country, which was not wanting to it 
ſelf, a lictte World, and every part to * 
A all . 
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all the pleaſures and advantages of the whole: 


Tay, befides this, it was the moſt likely way 


that could be uſed at that time, to prevent the 
Univerſal Corruption of Mankind. For, 
1. This ſepatated the Families of Sem and 


| 1 from the Family of Ham, where the 
Infectio 


ion was already begun; and would have 
ſpread apace by the advantage of Power and 
Empire. When Cain had flain his Brother 
Abel, God ſent him away out of Adams Fami- 
ly, that his preſence and Example might do 
no hurt; and if by the daughters of men in 
6. Gene. we underſtand, as ſome good Expoſitors 
do, thoſe who deſcended of Cain; and by tte 
ſent of. Gad, the Poſterity of Seth, in whole. 


Family the Worſhip of the true God was pre- 


ſerved, we may obſerve, that Moſes dates the 
general Corruption of Mankind from the uni- 
on of theſe two Families; When 1hbe {ons of 
God ſaw the daughters of men, i bat they wert fair, 
and took them wives of all which they-choſes,,_ And 
had the Univerſal Empire been eſtabliſned in 
the Family of Hem, and the Poſterity of Sem 
and Fapbet been brought into ſubjection to 


them, as they muſt in a ſhort time have been, 
what leſs could have been expected from ſuch 
2 Union and Government, but another. Anter 
diluvian corruption of all Fleſn- + 


© This diſperſion then was neceſſary to prevent 
a general Corruption; but we ſee in the Ex- 


ample of Cain; that a meer local ſeparation is 


no ſecurity, for they may come together again, 


as the Sons of God, and the Daugliters of 
men in proceſi of time did. And therefoge,. 

20h. The moſt laſting diſperſion and ſepara - 
tion is by a gonfuſion of Languages, * 5 
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hinders all intercourſe and communication; 
at leaſt till there be a remedy found apainſt it 
by learning each other's Language, which was 
a work of time, and was never likely to be ſo 
general, as to be the means of à common in- 
* tercourſe. This effectually divided them at firſt, 
and would always keep Nations divided, till 
Foreign Arms ſhould give new Laws, and a 
new Language to a Conquered People.” 
- 34h. I obſerve farther, That the more divi- 
ſions of Languages were made, and the greater 
the diſperſion was, the greater ſecurity was it 
againſt a general Corruption; which is a rea- 
ſan not only for ſeparating the Family of Ham 
from the Families of Sem and Fapber, but for 
ſeparating them from each other, and dividing 
them into ſmaller Bodies: For the me re Divi- 
ſions there are, whatever part were infected, 
the leſs could the Corruption ſpread, when there 
was no communication between them. 
bh. This alſo divided Mankind into feve- 
ral little Independent Monarchies, under the 
government of the Heady of their ſeveral Fa- 
milies; which kept all Mankind under a ſtricter 
government, than if the whole world had been 
one great Empire, which would have proved 
a Tyrannical Domination, but could have ta- 
ken little care of the Manners of Subjects; 
eſpecially if the Government it ſelf was cor- 
rupt, the whole world muſt be corrupt wich 
it. But when ſo many diſtinct Societies were 
formed, this gave them diſtinct Intereſts, and 
made their Laws and Cuſtoms, the very hus 
mour and genius of the People, fo different 
from each other, a3 would keep them diſtinct; 
And chis weuld ncceffaiily occafion mutual 
"p< Emulat- 


A Diſcourſe of the 
.Emulations and Jealouſies to rival their Neigh- 
'bours in Riches and Power; and this cannot 
be done without wiſe Laws, and a ſtrict Diſ- 
_Sipline, and the encouragement. of Labour and 

Induſtry, of liberal Arts, and all ſocial Vir- 
tues, and the ſuppreſſion of ſuch Vices, as 

- weaken Government, and emaſculate mens 
Spirits: This eſſect we know in a great mea- 
ſure it had, as we learn from the moſt early 
Accounts of the Grecian Commonwealths , 
where we meet with ſo many excellent Laws, 
and ſuch great Examples of Frugality, Tem- 
perance, Fortitude, and a generous love of 
3 their Country, which may in a great meaſure 
4 be attributed to their mutual Emulations, which 
4 | taught them prudence and juſtice at home and 
abroad, and forced on them the exerciſe of 
q many Civil and Military Virtues. | 

_ It had indeed been more for the peace and 

= - quiet of the world, that all Mankind had 


I been but one People, and one Kingdom, with- 
=. out divided Intereſts and Governments : but 
1 ſuch a profound ſtate of caſe is apt to looſen 


the Reins of Government , and to corrupt 
mens minds with ſloth and luxury; and there- 
fore is no. more fit for a corrupt and degene- 
rate State, than it would have been, that the 
Earth ſhould have brought forth Fruit of ic 
ſelf without Humane Labour and Induſtry. 
But Jealouſies and Emulations, the neceſſity of 
defending themſelves againſt Potent Neigh- 
bours, or the ambition to equal, or to. outdo 
them, reſtrains publick Vices, and is a ſpur to 
Virtue. "Azad I Ges ids feg]oton. Ln 
II is true. this is the occaſion of many Miſe- 
ties to Mankind, of all the Calamities and 
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conſider, 
rb. That this is ſo far from bein wn Obje 
Rion againſt Providence, while 
Sword in his own hand, that it is an — — 


ble Inſtrument of Government, and a bgnal | 


demonſtration of .the Divine Wiſdom. 

God had promiſed, that be. , nat Ai 
any; 8 N every * 45 he bad dum, 
8. Genel. And yet Mankind could not 
be. dees without ſome reſtraints and pu- 

| ; and it did not Jr ag God to ke. 
niſh Mea and Nations, as often as they 

pads 17 by an immediate ory and what chen 
could be more wiſely deſign ed, than ſo to or- 

Jer it, that if Men and ations were wicked 
they ſhould ſcourge and puniſh one another ? 

y this means 

Nations by each other's Swords, without de- 
ſtroying either : He can ſo leſſen their Num- 
vette and exhauſt their Treaſures, and impo- 


peace, and to reduce them to a laborious and 
frugal life, which will cure the wantonneſs and 
luxury of. Plenty. and Eaſe. 

a. Nation be grown incurably wicked, 
be — by this means deſtroy them, wichour 
embroiling the reſt of the world; he can car- 
ry them captive. into Foreign Countries, or 


make them Slaves at home, and ſubject them 


to the Yoke of a Conqueror, who ſhall cor · 
rect them, and teach them better. - 

In a word,. The diſperſion of. Mankind by 
the confuſion of Languages, which. divided 
them into diflin& Societies, Kingdems, and 


Common eais, opered a new Scene of Pro- 
vidence, 


Deſolations of War, and thereſors cc mul 


od can chaſtiſe two wicked 


veriſh. their Countries, as to force them to 


ELLE 


been very 


Vertues ab neceſſary as their” o Proffperit 


A Diſcourſe of 
vidence With ihe Variety of Wiſtiohn wi? 
che kene egen „Theqbes mere 
as! Hnubübds, And us pinim -n ew“ 
dene ef che! Divirie' Power, as tHEDAIIPE eu. 
ſelf; for to teu fem 2 mind to era Ae 
old Ideas of words ane fobnds; andito Imprime 
new ones on it in an ürſtont, Ne uch 
ſuperior Power over Nature ann büt cb. 
Author of Nature has; and they wuſt hab 
f this di not fene and Af. 
the impreſſion of a Divine Power 'and'Provey 25 
dende. But the diſperſion which this confuſiꝰ 
on of Languages occaſſotied, and the 99 .— 
of Mankind into diſtinct Societies, made t 
Eretxiſe of many Moral, Cin, and Militar 5 


and Preſervation: And if chis had not fo ufi 
verſal an effect as might have been eipeted] 
yet it prevented an Univerſal Cortuprioti; an 
had a good effect in many Countries, et 
urn beg moſt ; that te 0nd never wanted, 
Examples of Auer and Kingdoms which 4 
creaſed and flouriſhed under 2 Prudem and 
Vertudus government, nor of the ruin Gf fe- 
riſhing Staßes by Idleneſs, Luxury, Ines 
Oppreſſion, which weakened and divided — 8 
at home, and made them an eaſy prey to ther 
provoked, or to their ambitious Neigbbours -- 
But though the ſtate of the world, as oO 
ſome moral Vertues, and good Order ae 
vernment, was much bettered by this means, 
yet Mankind generally declined to Idolatry; 
thatathe Knowledge and Worſhip of the one 
Supreme God was in danger of ang nee 
loſt and the lives of men to be c eg / 25 
che znpure and fick r 1. jew of © 
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their Religion. This required a new and 
more effeQual Remedy, and brings me to con- 


ſider a new and wonderful Deſign of the Di- 
vine Wiſdom for reforming the world : I mean 


his chuſing Abrabam and his Poſterity to be his 


peculiar People, whom he would govern in ſo 


viſible a manner, that all the world might know 


and fear the God of [/rael. | 

This is a large Argumeat, and full of My- 
ſerious Wiſdom ; but my principal intention 
at preſent is to conſider it with relation to the 
reſt of Mankind, and how wiſely it was de- 
ſigned by God to give ſome check to Idolatry, 
to * the Worſhip of the True God, at 
leaſt in Jrael, from whence in time ic might 
be reſtored again, when loſt in the reſt of the 
world. 

It has, I confeſs, a very ſtrange appearance 
at firſt, that God ſkould reject, or at leaſt neg- 
leR all the reſt of Mankind. and chuſe hut one 
Family out of all the world to place his name 


among them: Is God the God of rhe Fews only, 
it be not alſo of the Gentiles? 3. Rom. 29. This 


the Vainglorious Few imagined, who deſpiſed 
the reſt of the world, as reprobated by God; 
but the Apoſtle abhors the thoughts of it, yes, 
of the Gentiles alſo ; and St. Peter was at length 
convinced by a Viſion, That God was no reſpecł. 
er of perſons ; but in every nation be that feareth 
him, and worketh righteouſneſs, is accepted with 
him, 10. Acts 34, 35. Thus it was from the 
beginning, though the Fews did not think fo ; 


and the Apoſtles themſelves at firſt could not 


eaſily be perſuaded of it; and yer how could 
any man entertain honourable thoughts of God, 
who could conceive him fo partial in his 
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"ps Lovei4a, een an —.— ke 


ble us the better to underſtand, and to givg a 


A iſcoabſe o, be 
ours,.. as tg conſine ——— 


ring, ee 
Ae Hut if chis eee 
—— 19d, r che — gOο World, 
9 Was eie htted to ce Id Glatte by and 
to feſtore the Worſhip of the one Supre 


it gives us a new and more —— 


the Wiſdom of Providence, Aud to gepr 
this as advantagioully. as I. Ane 


gzire you, a general view of this admirable, B- 


lign of, the Divine Wiſdom, Which will ena- 


more intelligible and ſenſible account ot the 
Ae Pcovidences of God towards Hracli o 
Now we muſt conſider the world at that 
time 28 overrun Wien Idolatry, as 
Fan conclude, when. Alrabams Family is 
rged wich it, as Feſuus told che People of 
Sr at Shechem ; = s ſaith the Lord God oft Al- 


rael, Your fathers dwelt on the other ſide, of From way 
in ald time, even Terab the father of Abraham, 
ard the fake of Nachor, and they: red other 
gods, 24. Joſh ua 2. 174 N. 4 


Now all men muſt cd Tharic beduwe 


| the Divine Wiſdom to reſtore and preſervg abe 


Faith and Workkip of the One, Supreme God, 
apd:co keep ĩt alive in the world, that ĩt might in 
time, though by... low degrees, prevail over 
Idalatry and ihe Kingdom of Darknefs, | and 


reduce Mankind to their natural obedience and 


ſubjection to God. And ſince Experience had 
oed, that neither the Creation of the 
old, nor the Univerſal Deluge, nor the 
Confulion of. Porter, 6 ppt preſerve the be+ 
lief of ond Supreme God „ * Make 1nd Ce- 
1 , vernor 


ry 
* 
* N 
Fa 5 
* 


[and Auddlatry, as 


cc pion, Ao 


Bühne Mlle, 
verhor of the World; boat the New 
= 


Was us univerſal rat ee pol 
jenes; and N55 Ne ras 
anch that the very ion an- 

Foe eee e e 
and Societies, -which was a good remedy I gainſt 
. -ha@ probably octaſi- 
oged}/a multiplicit ile every Na- 
tien deſired s Gor — . 4 King of theit 
nb protect and defend them; key, this 
üwe Wliat abſolucs necelſiey there was, that 
ths Divine Wiſdom ſhould find out ſome more 
ieffeQual and laſting means to eonvince the 
world of the Power and Providence of one Su- 

preme God: What other effectual means God 
* have” choſe for this purpoſe;” does not 
belong to us to enquire; but it becomes us ve- 
xy müch to" contemplate the Divine Wiſdom 
In that method which ho did take to reclaim 
theworld. © © 
Now the way God cook was e He chofs 
Alrabam and his Poſterity for his peculiar Peo- 
ple, whom he governed in as viſible a manner, 
as any Temporal Prince goverhs'his Subjects: 
He forbad them to own any other God beſides 
himſelf, and ſeparated them from the reſt of 
the world by peculiar Laws and Ceremonies 
ol Worſbip, to ſecure them from the Idola- 
teous Practices of their Neighboars: He made 
bim(alf known, and diſtinguiſhed himſelf from 
all other Countey gods by the name of the 
God of Ie, lade God of Abraban und Made, 
ahd Fab y not chat he was only che God of 
at Nation, as other Nations had their '*pecu- 
liar gods but the God of the whole world, X 
though he was known and worſhipped only. in 
oni | Aa 3 hrael | 


— 
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4 Diſcourſe Herbe 
J's 2; and by this Name he hall 
e Heathen gods and rouge uch Su and! 
Wonders as might haveicomvineed/ atl>mtnyoif 
they would have been corvinbes; thiary there 
was no God but the God of Mae; none lis 
him, none that could be compared to him. 
Conſider then, what mote ſenſtie 
world could pol y have of one dupteme God) 
and of a Sovereigh” Providenee, than to ſde x 
whole Nation worſhipping ' this one Supreme 
God ; which at leaſt would not offer char tu 
be wholly ignorant of ſuch a Being, but was 
5 reaſon to examine their natural Notiohs 
4 'Deity,” and the Pretences of their ſeveral; 
gods. Eſpecially pre ſee this Nation 
planted in a particular —— them 
BY their God; and the odd cle Inhabitants 
deſtro royed, and dtiven out from before. them; 
by ſuch a ſeries of Miracles as were an undenia⸗ 
ble Evidence of ſuch a Divine Power, az all 
the e gods of theſe Countries were not able to dp- 
poſe. © And that this Nation rectived their 
Laws both for Worſhip, and Polity,” and Con- 
verſation, immediately from God, were go. 
vern'd by men appointed by God, and direct. 
ed in all great Affairs by Divine Oracles and 
- - Prophets, with ſuch a certainty of event d 
never failed: That while they adhered to the 
Worſhip of this One Supreme God, they were 
ways proſperous, as he promiſed-they/thoule! 
— they declined to Idolatry, and 
Ae pped the 8255 of the Countries round 
bout them. whim! they were either oppreſſed 
by their Enemies at home, or carried capi ve 
into Foreign Countries. This was a wiſhble! 
grook, that there was 1 in I vel, and ſuch 
a God 


1 F a « a_—  A@M<M kt wmAaAo <4 fo co XxX ec 1 
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tem out of de LOT TOA 
This gave: ſufficient notice to the world o 


he: Glory and Power of the God of 1+el.;. bu 
ſo will till to ask, Why God did 
as »ſenſibly manifeſt himſelf to all the reſt o 


dre world, as rey to Ifrael ? why he had not 
his Otacles and Prophets in other Nations? and 
they may: if they pleaſe, as reaſonably ask, 
uV he does not immediately inſpire every 
particular man with a Supernatural Knowledge, 
and fotce the Belief of his Being and P 


bya Miraculous Power convert the old wicked 
World, but deſtroyed them all, and preſery 
only: chat one Righteous ba which 
eſcaped the general Corruption ? 


dence upon their Minds? Or Why be did d 


For much like this was the ſtate of ER | 


with: reſpe&-to Idolatry, when God called 4 


br#bari out of U of the Cheldees;; there. was 
not one Nation left, that worſhipped the One 
Supreme God, and him only; nay, not one 
Hamily ; for Tarab, Alrabam ' Father, was an 
— and probably all the reſt of the Fa- 
mily, excepting Abrabam ; for tho he be not 
expreſly excepted in the Text, e is 
he neceſſarily included; and God 

ing him to leave his Countrey, and his Kindred, 
and his Father's Houſe, and his ready Com- 
pliance with this Command, ere to Pan 
lieve that he was the only perſon in 

ly ho had-preſerved himſelf —— 4 Sy 
N en a » is appeàts that 


24 Jolh a. 


command 


12. Gen. 


A Diſcanrſe of tbs\ 


was a mandof that: extraordi 


Idolater, that God thought him the fittaſt po 
ſon to reveal himſelf to, and to begin a neu 
Reformation of the world. And therefore 
in the days of Noab God deſtroyed all that 
wicked Generation of men by the Flood: andi 
only preferved Nuab and his Sons to neu peo 
ple the earth; and to inſtill the Seeds and Prin- 
ciples of Piety and Virtue into iheir Poſtesity 
ſo the New world being now univerſally/ ch 
rupted by Idolatry, and God having promiſed 
Noah never again to deſtroy every living thing 
as he had done, he takes another courſe, and 
in a manner creates a new People to be tha 
Worſhippers of che One Supreme God, and an 
them to make his own Glory and Nowe known 
to the World; and choſe Abraham, a man of/ 
admirable Faith and Piety, to be the Father of 
this new People, which ſhould deſoend ftom 
his loins in his Old A ge, not by the mere Po]. 
ers of Nature, but by Faith in Gods Promiſe 
11. Heb. It, 120 bi hole bun l 10 
The plain ſtate then of the Caſe is this g; 
When that new. Generation of: men had uni 
verſally corrapted themſelves with Idolatuy j 
notwithſtanding all the means God had uſed eo 
poſſeſs them with a laſting ſenſe ofthis Being/ 
and Providence, God gives them up to their 


wilfut Blindneſs, and leaves them. to cha 


Cheats and Impoſtures of thoſe wicked Spirits 
vom they had made theirgods; till he cod 


redbover them from tliis Apoſfacy hy ſuch mo- 


thods as were agtłeable to Human Nature, adi 
became the! Divine Wiſdom. o The: moſt ef. 
fectual way todo this, was to eſtabliſh his 
e N = * n 8 N 0 . Worſhip 


Virtue,  andio/cafſly curable if he had heen and! 
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| Divine Providence. 359: : 
Waorſhip:ift ſome one Nation; which ſhould 1 
be ag vifible Prof both of the Vaity of the / ; 
Godhead, and of 4 Divine: Providence; and 
becauſe there was no ſuch Nation then in the 
Worid he made a Nation on purpoſe, and al- 
loned them à Countrey to dwell in, and ſig- 
naliaed them hy extraordinary Providences, as 
theo Worſhippers of the One Supreme God. 
This was a kind of a new beginning of the 
world; which did not put an end to the Idola- 
trous World, as Noab's Flood put an end to 
that wicked Generation, but yet did propa - 
gate à ne- Generation of men in it, who 
ſhould in time put an end to that Univerſal 
Idolatry, and make anew World of it. 
And this is a new Advance the Divine Wiſ - 
dom made towards the Recovery of Mankind. 
When Adam had ſinned, he and his whole Po- 
ſtecity became mortal, and were condemned 
to à laborious life, that in the ſweat of their 
brows they ſhould eat their bread; which was 
the beſt Preſervative againſt the Temptations 
of Eaſe, and Sloth, and Luxury: When not- 
wichſtanding this, all fl:ſb bad corrupted bit ways, - 
God deſtroyed that wicked Generation with an 
Univerſal Deluge, and thereby gave a ſignal 
demonſtration of his Power and Juſtice to the 
New World: When this New Generation of 
men grew cotrupt, God confounded their 
Language, and difperſed them over the face of 
the whole earth, and formed them into diſtindt 
Bodies and Societies, which prevented a ge- 
neral corruption of Mannets, taught them Ci- 
vil Juſtice and many Moral Virtues, Which 
were neceſſaty to the Support and Defence of 
Human Societies; but When they all declined 
mt | 9a 44 to 


\ 


:3HO J - A\Difcourfe sf the 


. ' Idolatry;which wonſd endangor a now uni- 
verſal Cortpion of Mannefs, by i - 
pure Ceremomes with whicty wickod Spirits 
. — — — — 
mors eſſectual means were do be uſecb te ure 
dure evil. The Univerfals Hatz sthe 
\- Confuſion dſ Languages, — - 
convinced chem of a Divine Power und 
vidence, that there was — 25 as 
an Atheiſt known among them; oulbheirtidi- 
cCulons Idolatries in worthipping he tiedneſt 
bas and Viler men, with, Jadfeteus or 
5 Sominable Ritos, fomb mei of Wit 
ee rather to o nod than ſuch 
gods as the Heathens £ 
""thefs- —— Bvents were a ma ſlifeſt 
Proof of a Divine Power and Providener; yet 
2 ſeems they were not thought ſo epreßß and 
direct a Proof of the Unity ef the Godſzead, 
At leaſt not a ſafnctent Aigurbent agulnff the 
© Workip of [Inferior Deities, Whom they ſup- 
0 Incruſted with the immediate "Care of 
ticular Countries. And- hot cold: God 
N NY — a more ſenſible demonſtration t the 
World, That he would not alle the) payin; 
v Divine Honours to any but hitffeff, an by 
railing op a nen People, diſtinguillied fd ſe- 
NS — etc Wworld3 by 
the ſole —— ee ro 
eee deer 1s peeuliaf b 
as Altinguiſhing Providenees ? For ti — 
y proves a Divine Power and Providenee; bey but 
that. chere is but one G0 νhDο H we'Suphr to 
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ino . —5— us) Ta Gd ist ſo 
1 nd Nation 
1 3 for e 
ham / Nation indr heople when Gad 
108 God entred into Covenant, with — 
Hag chis Seen, iwhan: there was mon but him- 
dg uchut when all che reſt of the world. were 
Oiddolaters, God promiſed to multiply, Alnabam s 
-: S8d:icj0{aipcat Nation, and to male them 
ibihis: n peguliar People; . 
Noce People.and Nation, in great kindneſs to 


„to ve, the Know 
„ Miorſbip of abe df ates is x 
Sugcess to exrirpate try out of the World. 
3445 But it Was one of, the peculiar 3 Rom 2. 
{1-t;REwleg 3 2 . 5 Wargi com- 
% Mittad f Ot it * it 


by 1 oF ITT. Id, that theſe. 
Nix ine, Oraeles, a ; Syſtem, of — for 
= eligious: „and Civil, Gonyer' tion, 
qu > | ſomewhere 5 for abgig/1do- 
10 Jatry e Ke gortupt — | gh 
bot men, and Was in time to deſtroy all the 
2d; Na Nene, ney Goed: and Evil ;, which. 
amade a Woitten Law. 15. m y hence 
2 en might learn their Dur beer hey 
81 pleaſed: W anditis evident paul; 
yd — 99 20h ar Aal h CE 0 ho 
n ged and wor the One 
% 28p5ama G pol For it is ee ne e 
at God ſhould, give Laws 10; Idolaters,who - 
did net On and wWorſhip 50 5 ir God, 
01 n ce owed receive Laws, from him. 


nd tho theſe Laws were immedigggly, en _ 
only to the Fews, becauſe there was — 
1 Nation at that time which owned and wor- 


ſhipped 


% 
- E 24 
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 #Diſeourſt of the 

ſkipped che One Supreme God, yet n che 
Knowledge aud Wotſhipof God prevailed in 
che world, ſo cheſe Laws would be of more 
univerſał uſe ; ag we ſee it is even co this day: 
Nay even while Idolatry prevailed, the Writings 
of © Moſes and the Prophets very much refbr men 
the Pagan Philoſophy, ave them bettef Noth» 
ons of God, and of Religious Worſhip, and 
more/Divine Rules of Life, as is viſible in the 
Philoſophy of N Plato, who 7 
nerally thought to have learnt ſome of cheirs:! 
beſt © Notioris' from their Converſation wien 
W Ptieſts. But yet the Queſtion is not, 

hat Uſe che world did make of this? But; 
Whar uſe they might have made of it? And 
whether, as the ſtate of the World then was, 
any thihg could be more wiſely deſigned, — 
to'preſerve the Knowledge and Worſſiip of the 


One True God, and a Syſtem of Divine Laus, 


in 4 Nation raiſed up on putpoſe to ſeaſon the 
World, and to preſetve it from an univerſul 
Je ene 5035S ig” antttaM ot to' 
But God had a more glorious Deſign than all 
this, in entring into Covenant with Abrabam, 
and chuſng bis Seed for his peculiar People: 
He Had promiſed, That rhe ſted of rhe) boman' 
ſhould break” rbe ſerpbrtt' bid; which contains 
the Promiſe of the Meſſias, who in the fulneſs: ! 
of time was to appear in the world, to deſtroy 
the works of the Devil: And this is the Cove- 
nant which God made with Abrabam, Thur in 
bil ſeed alte Nation of the earch ſhould be bleſſed. 
It: was nor fitting, that the Meſſias and Savi- 
our of the World ſhoutd defcend from Idola- 
ters; and that when he came into the world, 


he ſhould find no Worſkippers of the One Su- 
Eur 


preme 


Devine, Providetices. 365 
preme God in it; and therefore Sodentreiũ in- 
ta: Covenant with Alrabam, who- ſeems. to 
haverbeen the only Man of that Age W hSG W 
free Ldolatry, and promiſes to multiply 


unleG the world had before - hand been prepared 
to expect bim, and had ſome Infallible Marks 
and Characters whereby to know ſhim when he 
came. Andi this was the principal end of all 
the Types, and Figures, and Prophecies of the 
Law, to contain the Promiſes. and Predictions 
of the Meſſlas, and the Characters whetehy to 
know him hoid om $260 Ho 200: 
The Temple it felf, and the whole Templer 
Worſhip, was little more than Types and Fi- 
gures of Chriſt, of his Incarnation, or living; : 
among men in an Eatthly Tabernacle, of his 
Prieſt hood and Sacrifice, his Death, and Reſers;; 
reqtion, and Aſcenſion into Heaven, there to. 
intercede for us at God's Right Hand, as the 
High-Prieſt-entred once a Neat into the Hel 
of Holies. Now this could not have been 
done, c had not the One Supreme God had a 
Temple, and Prieſthood; and Sacrifice on 
earth, that is, a People peculiarly devoted ts 
his : Worſhip and Set vice 3 5 
nig an 


N 
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* of its 


| arid Prieſts/ and Sacrifices'ob:dols,1obld not 


be:Types of the Son of God; who! damecto 
confound alli che Pagan gods / afndttheir Tdok< 
trous Worſhip. Thus there could have beet 


no Prophecies of: Chriſt had tiere been no 


Prophets of the True God ; anf theſe Pro! 
phecies would have mee with littte Credit had 
they been found in Idols Tettiples 80 chat 
Gods chuſing the Poſterity of Hub for 
his / peculiar People, was not only nedeſſury to 
preſerve the Knowledge and Worſhip of the 
One True God in the world, but alſo to re- 
. —— 
an iu Authority, all che T 5 
— Tet 97 2 into 
{10Fhis: gives us a general View of che Divine 
Wiſdom; in that Covenant God made wich 
Aluabam and his Poſterity; and ithiis will ena« 
bleꝰ us to diſcover the wonderfull Wiſdom of all 
the various Diſpenſations of the Divine Pro 
vidence towerds the Fewiſb Nation; uh, 
will be both ſo uſeful and ecmpraathings Medi- 
tation, that I wanne og it over withourſoine 
ſhoet Remarks. 3 , 43 OAT VII BH eic 
Now God — choſew; the:Pofterity-of 
Abrahom to be his peculiar People, on porpoſe 
to make them a viſible n 
and to eſtabliſh and propagate the Knowledge 
andi Worſhip of the One — 
world ; ĩn order niet: this, — were 


manifeſtiy neceſſary. n er ven Son 


i bas mori ieh 01 33 wiguott? rr * 


1. That it ſhould: be riſble to all that knew 


_ them, that God N gh .rpn for his pecu- 
liar People. „ dos I 101 moi lum 3 


£7 100, blanks 23:63 NN 2. That 
det 


Divine Providende. 


al That ft hould be A tiſible, That bhe 


God af 16d, is the One Supteſme God, the 
Maker and Soreteign Lord of tte wholo 
Weid ved blu sed ud git zun 


97 That the Worſhip: of che One Sppttme | 


God ſnould be preſetved entire — tmp no 
or tbat if they: g decline ere e 
ſhould be viſibly-puniſhed for its 
10}-xThat the Fame of this People and of 
their: God; ſhould by degrees be known-qver 
Ons" WW | »hslwond offs Swish 
n 03 cls 10d how ad; nf boD ST eng 
+Now- not co taks: notice of the Myſtical 
Reaſons of God's Providences' towards Mraei, 
which is a very large and nice Argumentꝭ and 
not ſa proper to my preſent: Deſien z i zi moſt 
of the remarkable Providences where with ie 
were exerciſed; did mani feſtly ſerve ſome one 
or more of theſe ends, we ions a'viſible Rea · 
ſon of them} not only ſufficient to juſtify Prob 
vidence; but to give us a een Proſpect of 
the Dieine Wiſdom. ng 11311 od: 50 |! VF 
I. ſhalb begin wich the Removal bf Jacob and 


his Family into Egypt, the Occaſion of which 


is well known, but the Reaſon: of it is not ſo 
will conſidered. For it may ſeem ſtrange; 
that when God had promiſed Abrabam to be- 
ſto the Land of —— on his Poſterity for 
an Inheritance, he ſhould remove them dut uf 
the Land of Canaan into Egypt, there to co 
tinue many years under grievous Oppteſſion 
before he thought fit to deliver them, and to 
gire them Poſſeſſion of the Promiſed Land. 


But to underſtand the wiſe Deſign of this, 


we muſt remember, That God was to give a' 
vilible Demonſtration to the world, that he 
had 
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af ad foe his e Neople, and 
1 — them the Land of Conaan for their d- / 
Balser; and it was not ſo agreeable touthis 
—— t hat they-ſhould increaſe inſenſibly in 
Canaan, and by degrees diſpoſſeſs che — 
habitants; far there had been nothin ing gular 
and remarkable in this; and ther 
were to be a n —4 
 lickdy; and viſibly. owned them for his People, 
and viſibly beſtowed an Inheritance on them; 
and it was | neceſſary they 'ſhould- have ne 
place to encreaſe and multiply in, till God 
bt fit to tranſplant them into the Promi- 
ſed Land: For 2 purpoſe God choſe, the 
Land of ge and ſane, Feſepb before hand 
thither, and a. danced, him to — Throne, 
to prepare a Reception for them: And a very 
quiet and eaſy Retreat they ſound there for 
many years, till Foſeph was dead, and all the 
good offices he had done both for King and 
People forgor, and the prodigious encreaſe of 
Jirael made the Kings 2 Egypt jealous of their 
Numbers and Power; and then they be- 
gan to oppteſs that people with hard labour 
and cruel bondage, till the time appointed for 
their Deliverance was coume. 
This Oppreflion of I1/rae/ may ſeem a very 
ſevere. Providence ; but there were An very 
Wiſe Ends it Cond, | (£412) 
1. To make the People willing: to leave 
Egypt, here they ſuffered ſuch hard Bondage; 
for whoever obſerves how ready they Were 
upon all occaſions to talk of returning into 
Egypt, how they longed afterche Onions and 
Gatlick, and Fleſh- pots of Egypt, not wich- 
Wake all che hart they. ſuffered our 
wi 


# 


Divine Providence. 


will be apt to think, that had they 
Eaſe ind Grape) all all «he e —— 
Tele urge e they cond pr 

rack t ve t. 5 (3 con — 
HK yd N 


aAdly. The Advantage Nest made of the 


Service of Hal, made bim obſtinarely reſolve 
not to part wich them; and his cruel Dope 
ſion made it very juſt for God to pnniſh 
and all Egypt with him, and this occaſione dull 
whoſe Signs and Wonders Which God wropgt 
in Egypt oe. the hands of Moſ#,- whereby hi 
viſibly owned J#ael for his People, end ma 
his own Power and Glory known. 
\:3dly. The great proneneſs of 1/rael to Foul 
try even hen God had delivered them bt 
of Egypt. is too plain a proof that they had 
learnt the Egyptian Idolatries while they Hved 
there; the Golden Calf being. as ſome Learn - 
ed Men, not without reaſon ,' conclude; an 
imitation of the Egyptian Apis: And this 
made it very juſt for God to puniſh their Egyp- 
tian Idolatry with an Egyptian Bondage; 
cially conlidering, that this was the moſt like- 
ly way to give check to their Idolatry, and to 
make them hate the Egyptian gods like their 
Egyptian Task. maſters, and to remember the 
God of their Fathers, and his Promiſe and Co: 
venant to beſtow the Land of Canaan on 
chem. 1 
Athly. The Oppreſſion of oel in Een 
was an effectual means to keep them a diſt inct 
and ſe parate People. This was abſolutely ne- 
ceſſaty, when God had choſen them for Hs pg. 
culiar People, that they ſreuld ke preſerved 


hom "co: ciating with zuy ether Feople; ; 


and 
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under the ſame Prince, without mingli 


the hard 


mighty Signs a 
in Egyt, were the maſt effectual means 
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eee care 3 


them by themſolves in var med I 
where they grew up in ay: WR) 
Egype, which made P | 


when they began to iply 
him oppreſs them, and of 
eſerved et 1 a kind aa 
y e might in time have deſtroyed $% $6 
for ies — ſoen that two People a Med 
amicably together in the ſame Countrey, _ 2 
its 
ating with each other, till they Want 
inction between Nations and Familie- 
Theſe are Wiſe Reaſons why-God' ſuffered +: 
of * 7/7ael in and thoſe 
Wonders which God: dew 
th 
to convince" the” [rclites of God's 2 wi 
care of them, and to convince the world, that F 
Iſrael 'was God's peculiar People, and that the 
God of Vrael was the Supreme Lord and G- 
vernor of the World. This account God 
himſelf gives of it, 6; Euod. 6, 7, 8. #hereforb 01 
ſay unto the children of Hrael, I am the Lord ah i! 
1 will bring you out from under the burrhens of d%,j,ç 
Egyptians, =—— And 1 will take you to me for a 
people, and I will be to you a God : And 5111 
know that I am the Lord your God, which bringith' 
" ont from under the burt bens of the Egyptians. And” |' 
s for the Egyptian, God tells Moſes, 1 ñ 
3 Pbaraob's beart, and multiply my gut a 


in 
all 


my wonders in the Land of Egypt. But Pharnab 


ſhall not bea den umto you, that 1 may lay-my band” IS 
upon. Egypt, and bring forth mire armies, and my x 
— the chilaren of Hrael, out of 1he land of Egypt 


* 9 Anil ria Egyptian, ſhall know 


that 


| — | 


and would be no commendation: of 


f Atheiſts that they would aworthipranyadiiag et 
the meaneſt and moſt contempribleCreagiesy cs 


3, 4½ AA 
This is the firſt time we read of ſuch Signs 

and: Wonders as theſe; and probably they ard 8 

the ſinſt Miracles of this: nature that ever were 


wrough 
the; Wiſdom: of Providence in it ; for; the 
wiſdom of Miracles, and the — and 


 wotider of them, are two. very di 3 4 


Miracles oſſer violence to the order of Fr 


dom oſ: Providence, ſhould we conſi 
as Gauſes,! not as Signs It would. be atrze- 
proach ta the Wiſdom of Provi 
that God w all choſe Miracles in EE, 
becauſe he could nat haye puniſhed the EH 
ans, nor have delivered. [rec without them: 
for it would argue a great defett in nne N 
nary methods of Government, if God aud 

1 any time ſave good men, and-punith,. 5 
and deſtroy the wicked without à Magacits : 
God can do whatever he pleaſes — | 
direction and government of natural and moral 
Cauſes, and thetefore does not eee | 
becauſe he needs them to ſupply: the-defets of 
natural Powers; but to bear teſtimony to his 
on Being and Providence, and to give Au- 
thotty to his Miniſters and Prophets; aud 06 
muſt leatn the wiſdom of this from theiftats +: 


| and. condition of the world at that timeyi ea 1. 


Mankindat that time werefo far from being (+ 


rather. chan have no God and they vm ter: :* 


much ey” Hood g 9 
leine 


ti and it becomes us to contemplats i 


then | 
with 
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hy wh, * * — 
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they 
(e he ace ee an * 
: had wants td ſupply 
option of the Lig Wee ited 21 
"Notions of One oa „ eee 
Sur minds, and Mon hare 


ble Creation; but yee yp 5 a 
'fo prevafling, that barks ſet - = 
ho had better notions of the' Deich 


not able to reſiſt the Torrent, we) 
openly 5ppoſe'the Worſhip-of chene Co 
gods Nele u popular Ripe and Fory. — 
* Now" whey 'rieiticy the' Light''of iN 
nor the Works of Creation, ard of à 0 
mon Providence, could fechre che belief 3 
worſhip of the One Stipream God; what er 
mained but for God to make ſome mofe ft 
dle manifeſtation of himſelf to the wöllch ? 
44nd let any man conſider, what more effectü- 
al way could have been taken to convince En 
of the Divine Power and Providence; thith 
by Miracles, eſpecially ſuch Miracles as fre are for 
the deliveranceand protection of good 1, 50 
the puniſhinent and overthrow/of t Wii 
When the Corruption of Mankind 7s ſwabs... 
that- they will not learn from Nature; teren 
no way of teaching them, but by ſortiethi g 
which is Supernatufal; and wher'thebeturt- 
ful and regular, and uniform Order ef N. 
ture will not convince men that there #'a 
God, at leaſt not that there is One Supreme 
God; who made, and who governs this World, 
Miracles: will. Thoſe who will not believe 
that*he/ World was made er had any Wirt 
and Intelligent Cuuſe, walt confſeſs 1 4 
OF +18 | ſa cs | 
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1 „mag!; n — an. 
lers in Re were, wrought: at che word of 
ſe wor had no natural. Virtue and 


(in it ta work Wonders... And there- 
91 le Tagen Ca prove; that Fa is 750 


2 — — brew he 
1 ape bo whogves.can in anꝶ oe in- | 


e World 32 could haye made it if 
act — 5 or againſt, Natura, can 
Natuse too; For to do any thing which 
wa in . 
and he who gan maße Nature 
b ind ange, un do fa in ally. and this is 
rcon t believe, that the Worid was 
4 on Wong eg is a Cauſe 
* eee e World 2 And chat Suparinr 
ROW Nature, proves that he 
.. 43 ph lg, ; ſot he has 
the B Gayernment of Ne- 
ture) Ho ans when _ pleaſes, — — new 
HUN 51 00 4 and revetſe its Laws. 
184 Miracles ate a Supernatural Proof of 
wi ns Panera. . and na man 
hon believes e eher was a crue Mi 
ele weoughe, can he an Atheiſt; andictigre 
9-wander.rhat Acheifts ace 1 prpfaſſed 
8 the belief of Miracles; hut ietis 3 
Bernt v onden that they can perſuade chmſeſnds 
Prreject all ;choſe Authentick Relations we 
9 of Wee we from kram the ne 
| 4 
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A . übe 


ſel, «pd Fiben the Ae pel'of:: Chriſt] -which are 
the moſt credible Hiſtories in the world; F if 
ve look upon them as ne more than Hiſtories] 
and have obtained the moſt univerſal 
_ Eſpecially this is very unaccountable in choſe 
men who pretend td Deiſm, uw acknawledge 
2 God wlio made the World ; fer cannbt tha 
God who made the world, ma made Nature, 
act without, or above, or againſtNattte, 
when he pleaſes? And may ir not become che 
Divine Wiſdom and Goodneſs to do this, whbn 
it is neceſſary for the more abundanreonvich- 
on of Mankind, who are ſunk into Atheiſm 
or Idolatry ? when Sigus and Wonders are ne- 
e awaken men into the ſenſe and be- 
God and his Providence, wich wus the 

_ in the days of Moſes; or to give Authori- 
eo Prophets to declare and reveal the will of 

1 to e e was ger 4 Miracles 

"as ng as thought fit co make any new 
and Publick' Revelations of is Will 3 when 
it is as teaſoniable and credible, that God who 
can whien he pleaſes, ſhould ſometimes work 
"Miracles , ag it is that he ſhould 'rake'ears ito 
eſerve the knowledge of himſelf and his 

ill androjreſtore it when itt is loſt ; ot to:tnake 
Utley diſcoveries of luis Grace; as the fallen 

| bftateof Mankind requires; r 
it ſelf is ſo credible, and ſo worthly'of- 
| "whit reaſonable precence cat there — 
e which we have the futho- 
dee beſt atteſted Hiſtory in · tie World⸗ 
N But Atheiſm was not the Diſcaſe of that 
Ay; - whichtiad-run into the other Extrem of 

D heiſm and Idolatry; and therefore thowgh 
Miracles do prove the ne — 


N 


Divine Providence. 
ol God, the Miracles of A eee 
Der 85 0 the ( . 
_ [ofichh erke God. ol Wi: | 
. at he had cho U. er 
815505 — 9 Peo 3, and th this he 2 
bu doing ſuch things 2s 10 other God 
could det ſuch as made the yEgmption Magici- 
An cahfeſs, that Tus Page d God Cad. And 8. Exod. 1. 
at more effectual way cou taken to l 
A e the world of One Nt a I 
chan ſuch [viſible demonſtrations, of an Ablo-' | 
 late;and:. Sovergign Power ſuperigr to all? 
baſe vhι enn a, 8 * Log hay | | 
ther chad no notion of One Su | 
whoſe Power ruleth over WHY if. they had, 
yer they, believed: char-chis, Supreme: God had 
- cormireed:the. care and government q- 
 ikitid-to-inferioc Deities, whom they there oro 
' :rorihipped with Divine Honours, as the 
poſen of theis Lives and Fortunes; and sich 
pad no worſhig to the Supreme God, re 
»was the; more general practice g qr workhipped 4 
their Oauntre y- gods together with him, and. * 
that with the moſt frequent, moſt * 
pompous Worſhip. Now fuch great and won- 
 derful+ Works: as theſe; which) none of their, 
Cbüntfey⸗ :podscould do, was an evident t proof, 
that: . a Power, and theref dow 
above them all, whom all 5 85 N 0: nd 
fear und Worſhip. Ae eee 5 

f „ 
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ner of the Power of 1 
when he had delivered Shadrach, Me 


Abednegi, from the hoc 9 85 hho 
Decree, Tbat everyape Hibs 


ich am he —— 
23 q 70 be cut 2 THEE bY 


6.Din.26, Den, Daria made 


n 
* hee he Go: PEE 


* Sad 
1 5 the Supre eme Lei ſhag Nan 5 


nM 


- other OY, ft? nn In 1 
conſideration wh 1 T 


N. Ercher > For Rae mighty W pe 


n to alf pods 
vereign Providence too; tt 2 
God had not ſo committed the Gon L 
5 
n“ 
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ba a wy a yg of in 
t relerded the N 
4 Dan. 34, N his own, hands ? Vader, 
35. was convinced, rg boy: A 1 4 1 
ing dominion, ind, bis Hingd om i er emer ate 1225 0 
generation 5.4 pd all the ubabitan! 11 ee A 
refuteg, 75 7 : and be doth: To 2150 


vl in the ary 0 beapen, N og Thabo” 

ant. e cart 1 An. none can | TY is band cr 

ſay, dale lim, What” aj tho, ? Thits' Ct off al 
rea- 


ut - = 
- 5 * 7 
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e 
Divine Providence. 
"Fine Wor- 
[4 


reaſonable Pretenges of payin Dn e Wor 

ſip op delt Countrey-gods; forif there be x" 
Superior, Power and Providence over them, 40 
— Pi could be only Miniſters of the Di- 
ine Will, and therefore could have no title to 
Divine. Honours, no more tha! Miniſters of 
State haveto the. Royal Dignity : Aci was 
very..realonable to gonclude this, when they 
ſaw. that this Supreme God would not ſuffer 
Iſrael, whom he had .choſen for his peculiar 
People, to worlhip any other God beſides him- 
ſelß ; This was not unknown to the 5 


y ” 


P. 


- 


but was more manifeſt in Aſter - ages, L 
God fo feverely. puniſhed them for their Iddla- 
try z and was made. evident to Nebuchadnezzar | 
and Darius, when Goddelivered Shadrach, Me. 
ſhach, and Abednege, out of the fiery Furnace , 
who. refuſed to worſhip. the Golden Image 
which he had ſet up; and delivered” Daniel 
from the power of the Lions, when be was x 
caſt into the Lyons Den for prayingto his God. 
This ſhews che ſtrange power of cle and 10 
Cuſtom; but: yet wie muſt confeſs, that this | 
deſigned by God for the cure of | 
and Holy, 


f "R ; 
a » + 4 of 


was wiſely 
Polythei 


Haring. thus vindicated and explained he 
Wiſdom of Providence, both with reſpect to 
the removal of. 17a] out of the Land of Ca. 
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nean into Egypt, and the hard bondage they 


Egxp' with a mighty Hand, and outſtretched” 
Arm, with Signs and Wonders, and Miracles; . 


See ee e e, 
ple,. and delivered ft ait of 20 u, beſors 
wy a ORs Pace. 


4 6 6 ee us 


£22 »ForrsRts before their entrance inte Cunaen; 


BA ; wan. hes ſhe wal them openly to theo worldnunder 


uch a peculiar Character, it was neceſſary 6 
irſt ti form their Manners: totake cats that | 
* = own him for their God, aud be- 
themſclres as it became ſo:gloriousa Re- 
atio bis could not be done in Egype, where 
they oppreſſed by hard bondage] and 
therefore God firſt leads them into the Wilder- 
=: nefs, remote from the conwerſation of all other Wil + 
People, and upon all accounts à ſit place both | 
to inſtruct and try them. I do not intend,. 
as I ſaid before, to enquire into che Myfticaf ls 
; -Realſons: of ©thoſe"varidus Providences: with Bll ' 
which God exerciſed them in the Wilderneſs, 6 
to which our Saviour and his Apoſtles ſo often 
refer, and which they apply to the Goſpel ſtate; WM - 
bat Mall only bbnfider the Wiſdom of Provi- + 
I dence, as to the external and viſible conduct of 
bn inat People, to make them fit to be owned be- 
- forall the World for his peculiar People. 
97 ; bb: They had ved two hundred years in Egypt, 
% Ind" were tincturd with the Idolatries, and 


. 


1 noi learnt the corrupt Manners of thar-Veople, 
and had all that meanneſs and! ſtupidity, and WY": 
pervetſeneſs of humour, that a ſtate c Servi. 


wude and Bondage is apt to eteate; of which 
we havetoo many viſible Inſtances in their be- 
-| 11; /haviour towards Moſes." Alf chig was ro be 


iq which! willtive us the reaſons of fome very 
1-508 derfil 'Providepees;! 11 lor pe 
The fitſr remarkable thing to this purpoſe to 
c tte eve, is Goch s delivering the Law to 
arbeit afk tho mot formiddble Solerhnities 
b16.91l hat an uütmbſe Volle ffom Mount S ic! 
e 287000 tellß anem s uch a hing ab wit neve 


io | know! 


* 


>>1knbwabeforey h 


j God fpraking out ef dl, midfti of u frei n thou 
ba hratd, and lic ? Hadi the fuſe; ioſen makes 
A oblit is ver) natural, to conſirm them in the 
- 121] Belief and Morſhip of the One Supreme God. 
, DBne then lit uu, ſhewed,| that uban ug, know 
ahlitbut the Lord be in Gad, there in none ela byſides bim. 
5% of beawen be made ther to haar bis woine, that 
04 bean bt inſtract thee 5 and upon: earth be ſbe ed 
1121thee iber great fire, and thow; baardeſt hit: words out 
':.21i1 of #beamidft of the ſire. Kwan tbetefore| this day, 
<1w amd comſider it in gthine beart, that the Lord is God 
ti; bes den above, and upum the earth beneath; there 
141t0 hene elſe}, For what can convince men that 
i \ithereiis One Supreme God, iſ ſuch a terrible 
Iv Appear ance as that on Mount, Siaai, and the 
La delivered: in an audible Voice from Hea- 
ven, will not convince them ? Na ptetend- 
ell to receive his Laws from the Goddeſs - 


eeia; ag ſome other :Lawgivers pretended to 


do the like 3 but no man knewany thing of it 
»[qoobut.;themſelves ; but here a whole Nation 


Dan heard. God ſpeak to them, and ſaw ſuch an 
-iv 120 Arwtul Appearance upon the Mount, as made 
e Moſes himſelf fear and tremhle. I deſire any 


man totell me, how God, who is a Pure In- 
on vißhle Mind, could poſſibly give a more viſible 
Demonſtration of his Preſence and his Power? 
Axdoſite the Wittieſt and moſt, Philoſophical 

:Acheiſts, only for. Experiment keto ſuppoſe 


he ruth of that Relation, which de, gives 
0: watkot this matter and that they themſelves had 


been preſent: at Mount Sinai, had: ſeen the 


1 \6moke and ire cover the Mquntain, had heard 


me, Thunder, and the Trumpet, andd at laſt a 


W71934\.08 N Voice 


oſtapen the aurib Did abe peaple>bearct btatice of 32) 33+ | | 
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V.. delivbring-cho Lan with ag Enemies. 


We Terror / and Majeſty; what would, ben chen; 


have mount uf this? Qr hat farcher vide 
ſpoke to them ? This onuld ben Dream, n 
melahchdly in, or difutbad 
for chey kad timoly 


"BY: 


notice of it: chree days RE; 


ſcives w meet their God; and if -a whole, Nau 
tien lad bern impoſed on after ſuch lait Warte g 
ing; it had been as great a Prodigy and Mirg. if 
x Appearance on Mount Susi, and.;, 
would have argued ſome Diviae and Suren, 
tural Inſataation, and that would have proved 
a Gd. OW bit ans muh a1 Fig evo 
This then was às viſible a tration as 
could be given of the Preſence; and Power,” 
and iMajeſty of God, who rejected all other 
gods from any ſhare in his Worſhip, and de- 


Earth; for Tm ſure the Wit ok mn ,. 
invent more eſſectual Conviction than {| 
them fo hn ie in eee vol 


dence in this, both with reſpect tothe Italic 


and to the reſt of Mankind gd 
He that cometh to Gad, | muſt helieve that be i423 


and that be is 4 rewarder of tbem thas Jiligenty 1 


ſeel hi. And therefore when God intended 


* 
to reſtore his on Worſhip again in the word. 
and to make {fel a Patern and Example of it 
to che reſt of Mankind, it was neceſſaty to 
give them as viſible and ocular a demonſtratiog 
of the Power and Glory of God. as it was poſt 
ſible for Creatures to have. When the Whole 
World was overrun with: Idolatry, and the d 


| reclites 


TAP 


nnn 


dee Provides. 


4 — wh hy 
Se Was likely'6 eſtablil 2 Wor- 
ſuip of de Ob / 


and wehe 
dats i ſelf ane do 


ediately after 70 5 Jp pot . 
im 1 ta: 
the, wh 574 Doſes was ON - Mont, hex 
roads den * and worſhipped i 
and ag foo mingled with an wother 
1 in their Idolatrout Wor- 
. 764 Eratople of e 
of Ba 8 Bat this was.- 
. evidence God could then give chem». 
His Power and Glory; and it did in tine 
prevail; and in them all Mankind who khow 5 
thats Story, have à viſſble demonſtration bf 
One Supreme G d.. 0 
But not te inſiſt on every Particular, which, 
wd ho endleſs g ir may ſeein ſtrange, t that) 
when God brought el W Eg d gina 
then c Poſſoſom of the Promiſed Land, he 
ſhould make them wander in the Wilderneſs; 
forey Vrars, till Fc” that generation of men 
which came” our of Egypt were dead, except- 
ing Foſtie and Cad. The Apoſtle-ro the He | 
brews gives us the — Account of, this mate. 
ter 3. Heb; 7. Ae, -which: reſolves.it.into- 
their Idelat aide Mbencfare ag. ther: 
: 42 . 2 165 e. bear bit vac, 
' beorts, al in i bei rovacatien ;] in, 
5 thy of tenuptatiom initbe wilderneſs; auen our:: 
faber! Iompred me me, proved me, and i wethty: 
fo 3 ge ea. Wherefore I was grieved abt ger; 
and ſaid, They da avs err aN 
fine ry X's Afi Hs n e 
Trede wy rah, Treg ſhall -em:er int. * 


CRP reſt, 
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A Diſcourſe of "the 

rf Which he makes an admonitiom to Ori- 
ſtians, Take bred, bretbren, left there be in 
you an evil beart of unbtlief, in departing fromthe 
Irving Gott; that is; in forſaking the True God, 
and declining to Idolatry, as the Hater in 
rhe Wilderneſs did: -And 20 whow fiuare be; 


bey ſhould not enter imo bis veſt, but to hem that | 


believed not? So we ſre, that the) could ni en 
in; becauſe of unbelie e.. 
The plain ſtate of the Caſe is this; That 
Generation of men, which came out of Ey, 
and remembred the Cuftoms ant Practiees 5 
that People, were ſo ſtrangely addicted to ldd 
latry; that all the Signs and Wonders they faw - 
in Egypt; in the Red - Sea, and in the Wilderneſs, 
could not perfectly cure them; but Whenever 
they had opportunity, they joined themſelves 
to the Heathen gods, ate of their Sactiſices, 
and bowed themfelves before tliem; that had 
theſe men gone into Canaan arhich was then 
a Land of [dolaters; they would certainly habe 


worſnipped their gods, inſtead: of deſtroyitig 


Manners: for they who ſo often 


them, and have mingled themſelves with the 
Pebple of che Land, and have learnt their 
tempted God, 


and diſobeyed Moſes, while they were in the” 


Wilderneſs, in expectation of thæ Promi ſed 
Land, what would they have dont, had they 
been once poſſeſſed of it? So that to haves gi. 
ven that Generation of men Poſſeſſion of Cl 
naan, would not have anſwered God's drigimal 
Deſign in chuſing 1/rael for his pecahar People ; 
for in all likelihood they would have proved a 
Nation of Idolaters, like the other Nations 
round about them: And therefore Gud dufer- 
red the final Acco mpliſt. ment of his Promiſeg 
5 till 


till chat Generation: was all dead, and /a new 
Generation ſprung up which knew not Egypr, 
nor had — with Idolatrous Nations, 
but had ſeen the Wonders of Gad in che Wil. 
derneſs, and had learnt his Statutes and Judg- 
ments, and were ſufſicientiy warned by the 
Example of their Fathers, whoſe Carcaſſes fell in 
the Wilderneſs, to fear and reverence the Lord 
Jebovab, and to make him their Truſt. This 
is the very Account the Scripture gives of it; 
; 5 acoordingly it proved; for that new 
Generation of men were never charged with 
Idolatry; but we are exprefly told, That, / 
rael ſerved the Lord all tbe dayt of Foſhua, and all 
tbe days ef the: Elders that overlived Foſoua, and 
which. bad known all the:works aa ary * 
Bad done for Hrael, 24. Joſti. 31. 
All chis, we ſee, was defigned by God wich 
admirable Wiſdom, to make his  own.:Glory 
and Po- er known, and to publiſh his Choice 
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Protidence ; for if we, who. underſtand 
little of God's: Ways, can ſee ſuch..Excellen 
Wiſdom in them, what unſearch chable depths. 
and myſteries of Wiſdom are there which e 
can't diſco ver- '; 10 
But yet to compleat che J. bag, po 
far as 40 Scripture. GC it will 
ceſſery to take notice of the final, . 
of Jereſalem by the Romany,  whigh T pere 
to their State and Government, and di 
them into fo many different Countries ; - or 3% | 
ſeems very ſurprizing, chat God ſhould caſt 
his People, who were in Covenanc with —4 9 
and to whom the Promiſes of the:Meſies wette 
peculiarly made, ſo ſoon aftet the appearance | 
of the Meſſias 1 in the world. 1 4 
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And therefore to via boch aha, tru 
and faithfulneſs of God's Promiſe £0; Abrebom,| 
and the 'Wiſdom'of- his Providence in the final, 
overthrow-and diſperſion of the Jewiſh Nation 
e mut diftir 1gvilh, as St. Paul frequently does, 
eſpecially in Row. 9. between the Carnal apd 
the Spirirual Seed of Alrabem; the Corea. 
ft the Fleſh, and the Children of the m—_ _ : 

0 


Tl 
hes 
dre 
lat 
fer 
his 
fot 
tio 
hai 
an 
Th 


= ge of son, the" 
nven ther tolive R 
WAS 4b ev i un he f Pat 


1 a g to Nec Bo! 
7 | Fe ſha unt Wepare®) 457 5 
| eee 170 n 2 u 


121 £ SM Rr 


2g 1 
49, tin Gn 


r 3 tomie 


n 


Prodiiſe of: Ant,; as! 
place c 


if we thus diſtin 


— pd 


"CA 


to a 


< — 
7 A 


dT D d 


* 


i Seed AS 


or thee 1 Gras 
Söcdh and in Chriſt are albthe ba t 

. 3 Ves and Amen; and the 
in Cliriſt can entitle stb then 


; ll 
2 + pe ich 16} 


be 
res een 


fue 0 


the Apoſtte ic ef 


which Fs 


bwifeverat are 
— — "1nd 1 gr Nuiludeg 


guiſh/berweet At 
Spiritual” Sced, and thif\ 

wo belong 2 
— Seed. ters et hope 


vo 
1 e 


n 
Lad b Teminige sc: 


EI da bas ASA cli Yo - 
God 


| wy oy he. 
of . Ore jt in. © e. Wor 28. 
_ pared men to bee Oh 1 500 | 


be preached ro them; and od 
come, ie Sonia Ee ant 
which was not confined to FLY 
Pofterity, but extended to all i 
CES all' the 95 HOPS $ 5 Kh 
onger any one Nation for bj peculiar 
ple, b I only were d e ep 


atevet Nacio! ys Were d wh 
Gi ou OY, of ret oe 


— <= 2 3 — a wh 


Kuma) 
be Jin tiieh , confers 4% 
Carnal Poſtefit y 9 were God! 47% l 
no lenger ; nor 61d God's ds Promiſe 1 2 
th preſerve them a diſtin& Nation any Ion 
andtherefore'the Divine Ponce 6 0 92957 
as joſtiy deftroy | them as any, otfier Nas 
they deſetved it; and certainly. the Cryci 
of their! Meſhes, and their Winds 7 Fare 
did deſerve it. And when they us 
t ved a final Exciſion, the Dice 0 ; 
had admirable Ends to ſerve by it, 0 
This gave a glorious Teſtimony co Hit. | 
his Religion in that terrible Ve et ns f 
baſel his Mortherers, which It 
had fo exprefly and panRbally; f NTT AP 
 no'inin, hd knew what he hadforetold. wit 
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"In; a word, When all Mankind were Leises 
God choſe the Poſterity of Abrabam, and 
multiplied them i 9 nm Nation, to-preſerve 


and propapate wledg and Worſhip 
of the See God, and to prepare men 


td receive the Golpel, which would in time 
extirpate all Pagan Idolatries. When Chriſt. 
is come, and the Goſpel preached to the 
world, God 1 that Nation 175 their * 
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et e 9 yet now 225 22 aue, 
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ns of the riches both of the wiſdom and knows * 
Dd 2 ledge 


403 


; and Ge Ways yaſF fonduig u roma b&d 03 bar 


dinary Events, eſpecially ſuch as are made Ob- 
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0 Sade Eer ld now conſider the Wiſdom 
of Providence in ſome more oommon and f. 


jections againſt Providence I have: alreach 
upon other '6ecafrons taken notice of ſentita 
things of this nature; but it Will gire n 
mote tranſporting ſenſe of the Divine; Wil. 
dom, to ſee as Hock of it as \weican in one 
view. emol noi! 
In general, whoever conſiders what it is to 
Eee a World;'- and to take care of all the 
reatures that are in it, muſt confeſs it tobe 


ww Work of Infinite e e ene 


. - B. u 07.29 7097 05: 
The acbb ne for this reaſon. rejaticil:aPro 
abe becauſe they thought ir too much troi. 
ble for their gods, full of date, ſolicitudle, and 
Aiſtraction, to obſerve all that is dane im the 
"World; and ta over- rule and determine ul 
' Events, as Wiſdom, Juſtice, and Goodnelſ 
"thould direct; and indeed nothing leſs than un 
Infinite Mind can do this, which fees all thin 
at one View, judges infallibly at fioſtſight, and 


orders alt "things with a powerful thobght;/ 1 


8. in ast * ate 
5 but my chief defign at preſent is, to ſber 
Yr the Wiſdom of Providenbe in ſome. part: 
cular"Caſes, 'which either are not ſufficient 
erves, . of not ri rightly underſtod. 
Some of the great ObjeRions'againft: Iro 
1 8 are the 1 — and zeingbſiuap 
Nate of this world; the uncertainty — 
re fickleneſs and inconſtancy of H 
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more to the Sovereignty of Providence. «Goa 
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man Afairs; ins promiſcubus dſgenſation oftle 
good and eril things of this like boch to good 

and to bad men : And I have alteady vindi- 
cated, not only the Juſtice and Goodneſs, but 

tus Wiſdom of God u pon theſe accounts; by 
thewingiwharcwiſe: ends L. God ſerves by them, 

Au what a wiſe uſe Wwe may make of ſuch 
\Providences. And therefore the principal 
iehing] I ſhalb now inſiſt on, ſhall be ſome of 
thoſe wiſe Methods God uſes in Rewards and 
Pütiſhments; wherein the great Wiſdom of 
Government conſiſts: And l ſhall briefly r 


tion ſome Tow. | N 


wo» 
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>3 10 That'God- donde a nant menin 


their Poſterity: This is ſo plainly. caps In 

Soripture, that it will admit of no diſpute ; 
though ſome men venture to diſpute the Juſtice, 
at lealt of one part of it, chat God ſhould vt rhe 
frurof abe Fathers upon the Childzcn 5 which the 


Zeus objected againſt God in that Prophane 


proverb, the Fatberi bave eaten ſowre grapes, and 
| ebe:Cbildrens teithj are ſet on edge, 18, Exek. 25 — 
dy dlis anſwer God there makes, we may le = 


rm whatifenſe God threatens to puniſh the 
-ſterity'of-Bad:men, and to reward the Poſte. 


ty of: Good men, for their Fathers ſakes; 
which — extend to the other world, 
where every man ſhall be Judged according to 


this own Works, and :be ſoul t hat ſinner ie ſbal 


deg and us to this world, where we may allow 


out impeaching che Divine Job: x. 
aſſures us, that 4 Righteous Son 1h 


puniſhed merely becauſe he had a 1 5 


_ nor a mr don be, e mer 
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cauſe he hid Righteous Father; Lor chu 


much the wards mutt ſignif vad cle 
to this Life, as 14 aten 4 well'avto 
a Future State, © 16 ONS! 301 eb 
Noweif — Ri ighreous'Sow ſhall ſuffer 
for the Wicke dneſtb of His Father, not a MWic- 
ked Son receive the rewards: of his Fathers 
Virtue; this can afford no pretence to impeith 
the Juſtice of Providence; but it gives oc 
fion to enquite in what ſenſe God is ſaid a 
viſit the Sins of the Fathers upon their Chil 
dren, and to Bleſs and 9 the Poltericy 
of Good men for their ſakes. n A5 nh 
(ix? is ſeth Firſts If God aner 
a Righteous Son for the ſins of his Father, hay 
to viſit be iniquities of the Father (pon the Chil 
ren, muſt be confined only: to: fach Children 
as inherit the Vices, and imitate the Wicked. 
neſs of their parents: That is; God has threw: 
ned to puniſn the Wicked Childten of Wickel 
Rerenm. ge ale 
This, you'll fay, hos nothing exttdorflinar 
in it ; for" God has threatned to puniſh all 
Wicked men, whatever their Parents are ; and 
if rhey are puniſhed only becauſe chi art 
Wicked, How is this ro vir rhe iniquiit ioo ubm 
Fathers on them? But the Anſwer of this ſeews 
as obvious as the Objection; that the Wicked 
Children of Wicked Parents ſhall be more cei 
taitily , and more ſevetely [poniſked!; chas 
other Bad men ordinarily Grier; 5 03 4919600 bas 
3 10 5 3651 15 9¹¹ 
eo As fb dif cortarity of heir Purihradun 
We know 4 Ks many Bad men very -oficd 
tape the- ine Vengeante in this world; 
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0 oridence, t N have already nbſerved,; 
„0% cdoes not require a ſudden and baſty- Executi- 
fer ao Ball En mν⁰ b proſperous many vers, 


ic- aufe ſeverely; nuniſned ag leſt; of may be} 
r pr {all choir Lives, and go: down 30 
ch Wl eieqgtaves in pee, and only anſwer for 

their Wietgdneſz in the next world: But chen 


God ithreatens that à more ſpeedy Mengeance 


kedp b God will chen remember, that they: 
are the wicked Childrea- of wicked Parents, 


foralhVicked en ate got puniſhed- here a 
eee be unſticeↄf the! 
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and not exerciſe the ſame Patience and Long- 
un N uffaring to them : And this ĩs in a proper ſenſe 
hen to 4ſt; 20e, iniguſtiei of thei Farhers, an them 
for choughthey ate puniſed only for their on. 


ren ons, yet che iniquities of their Fathets are tae 
ed: reaſon why Gad puniſhes them in this worl, 
ear! (or their ſins, and makes them the Examples o 
ked Dis Juffice, while: other men as wicked as them. 
17190 ſelves Eſcape, L123 $ 1804 


20 N loc he ſexegity_ of their puniſiments: 
No man ſhall be-pyniſhed more than his own. 
—— . mas | Cn | 
Wicked FAſEnts: may be, and very, oiten are, 
iſhed. more ſeverely than other Wick 
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he) puniſhazencs) of this life. are more Propenly 
d of Difcigline,,, chan acts of Judgment; 
and therefore are not proportioned to 
ture of the Crime, but to the circumſtances 
7 of iche . om 140800 Wile 
end of Government ;,and. if, the. wicked Chil; 
dee aaa Berga are guoilhed., though 

d 4 tor 


10 


g $44” 1421 : Nr „ lr 5 a 
 @od/does not puniſh all Bad men alike: Fot 


to the na-. 


488. 


5 them ; the puniſhments-due 


ede. 4 
for their den ſins, yet the more bererciy ſor 
their arhors ſake ; this is to bear the 
of their Fathers. To underſtand this; we 
3 — — ces ee 
a certain meoſare of iniquity, which is filling up 
from one Generation to nnother, till at laſt it 
makes a Nation, ur Family, ripe ſor Aeſtructi- 
onz and alchough thoſe perſoms on wm this 
final Vengeance falls, ſuffer no more chiai their 
on perfonal: Sins defervedy-yer veceullt dh 
1 ſins of former Generations, whichethey 
oroutdo, make it tiene for God uiterly to 
to the Sins of ma- 
ny Ages and Generations, are all ſaid xo"fall 
upom them. This account: our Saviour glves 
Ef i RH Deftrution of Ferafalter, 13. —— 
o 31, 32.34. 35, 36. Mg jaw 
| 7 ces, e lee beeauſerpe build the nb of 


ſve + prophets; 4nd 
"_ and ſay, if- we bud heem in the days! of tour 
— we! 1 . — — with 
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9 6 them ſhall 36 ſcourge. in Jour 1, and per- 
veure them from city to city. Tat upon - — — 
come all the nig becau: blood Jhed uon td vrt, from 
the blood of Abel to the blood ef 'Zchatia: Won of 
. Barachias, whom je ſlew herween 1dr 
be aer. God may wait witk patience upon 2 
wicked Nation, or a wicksdiFamily>;. bur 
* hen they fn on from one Generation to aho- 
3 it all W out; e 


47K 


p ble ſepult res off Wong. 


ET WW EIEKECERST r / / 5 T7 TOEISG WT 


v'Þ 
\ 


be 


* 
— 


r +} 47 © Ii +4 . 
4s AS44453 4 4 þ 
P O men 


ate rewarded alſo for their Fathers 3 for 


- 


thouſand: of tbem cbat love him, 


” i db i eee. 
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Tempora Blaſlags from Gad, for: the ſake of 


to bad man, f. 


Richten Eater 3 for ; is evident e 


Decially- when it is 


for the ſake of the righteous, which makes it 


Ne the reward and:encouragement of Virtue; yer 
it does not ſeem fitting 
Ptomiſe of favour = * 
an Encouragement of 
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1 ledge ia this to the Good? L anſwer; When 
God promiſes to: bleſs the Righteous Polterity, 


ob Good men, if. ig-cantain any ching pechli- 


ar, Which God has not ſo expreſly promiſed to 


All good men are not proſperous in this world; 
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othat good, it mul} fignify à more certain 
and a «mere laſting Proſperity in this world 


nor has God any Where promiſed that thay 
| dall bs o, no more than all wicked men are 
uiſſbly punniſhed here; but as God viſus the 
Igniquiies of tie Fathers upon their Ste 

- by executing-a-more-ſpeedy Vengeance on the 
Wu Children of Wicked Parents; ie the 


4\Diſevarſt of hs; 


<hildte'oÞRighccons r I 
be thore- rofferous tnπν,dꝛ̊ | 
men. and the e uninterruptet] - 


thereare of ſuch·Rigbhreous Pacenis.and Rights 
teous Children; che deeper rot they daI 
take, and be like e ird pied by kbps, fe. 
Wat if ora gar — 
r leaf uo ſhall nos wither, 4 and wubatjorwern ir | 
anz ſbal proſper, 1 Ma. 13. % lh gin 
This may ſuffice fora ſhort Nopreſentation 
of «his caſe; and as it i thus ſtatad⸗ it it una 
niſeſt ; That there is no Injuſtioeo id ie guet 
us then confider what Wiſe Ends it lem, 
with reſpect to Parents and: ro Children, | 
to the Juſtifcation of Providence. tot] 
of , t dg vanes H;! ni din 
As to Patents 2 If they have any Natoral 
Aſſection to their Qnidten this isa very po iq 
er tub Argument᷑ 10. reitam them from Vice 
and to excite them to Virtue Moſti of the Lara 
bour and Toil which men underps, is for the: 
ſake- of their Children, to provide ſor them 
while they live, and to leave chem im caſy and 
happy Cireumſtances hen they dye: to raiſe 
and perpetuate a Family, and to ſecure abem, 
as ſar abt is poſſible, from all adverſe events; 
But how ſucceſsful ſoever Bad men may be in 
raiſing an Eſtate, they build upon: a Sindy 
Foundation, and leave a very periſhing-Inhes 
rĩtance to theit Children; eſpetially it chey 
raiſe: an Eſtate by Iajuſtice and Oppreſſion by 
defrauding God and the Poor of their Pot tion, 
which many times makes it moulder way in 
che hands even of a Righteous Heir. The more 
proſperous a wicked man is, the ort like 
nis Poſteriry to be miſerable, if ho! cep e 


iti, 
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his Vices to them; ſor Gard will at one time or 


other; reckon: with wicked Families, as well as 
men ; and that will be 2 Terrible Account, 


when tie bedneſi of his faber ſhall he rem 


bred'before'theubordg-and3be fin of bis mother ſpall 
nor be blotted aur, rog. Pfal. 24. 210 
And what an 3 isthizto.Good 
men, thoagh-they ves ſhould be unfor- 
tunate in the world, to kw, That their PO. 
ſtoritʒ ſhall ceap che Rewards of their Virtue; 
that if their Children ſhould be Wicked, there 
is ſome reaſon to hope, that they may be more 
uſed; and it may bereceive many Tem · 
dings for their 12 but if they be 
Righteous, — ſhall chen kake root, and flou- 
riſh in the eamh ; that the little which the 
Righteous man hath righteouſly: got, Gall | 
prove a better, a more and Oe 
Inhericancei than the Riches of 
and that a Liberal Chatiry, which 
think is to defraud their Childreti al $a 


like Seed ſoun in the Earth, (which cepays-all 
with @ plentiful Harveſt. C33 gn 8 115 Mie 
In is certain, were this firmly believed, and 
well conſidered, it would da the greateſt ob- 
ligation in the world, hoth on Bad and. God 
men to take care of the Religious: and Virtu- 
ou. Education of their Children: The 
way: wicked men have to cut off the intail 
Miſery from their Families, and to ſecure their 
Children tom that Vengeance which: cheir 
own'fins have deſerved, is to train them up ia 
Piety and Virtue: ; and the only way Good 
men have to intitle their Children to thoſe 
Temporal Hleſſings, wherewith Gd thinks 
wad rewa:dtheir. Virrues upon their Poſteriry, | 
*lt _- which 
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which is the beſt 7 they ave 
them,” is to want chem Good. 1 


CRitdren of Wicked Parents, have 'their' own 
aud their Fathers fins to baſten aud — 1 


their *pariſhinents}' ap the Rigtiteviis 
dren_ of Righcedis Patents, hade cheir own 
aug their Fathets' Virtnes 0 feenre aud to bog 
ment an rn -,16110-10 d 
2. As for Chitdten : What g | 
tion khan this eoulf 'be laid wall to a5 
the evil xamipkes, fie. 10 LONG 2 Virtt 
of their Patents The Wickecnels of their 
Fathers makes it more dangerbus for chem 
be wicked ; for when wickedneſs is ' entail'd, 
0 puniſhment '$\: wickedneſs is chte t 
and ehe longer Jadgement has bep delayed, t 
ret it is, ani ehe more fevers it js ke to 
wicked Son Gr a wicked Pacher, cannot 


1 po himfaf to eſcape ſo well as his Fathet 


15 K his Father's fins, which he. imm 
ates, 85 de more wech, Verigeatice'6i 
m 3" either to put a Hop to wickedneſs," or t6 
| wicked Fanny, V 5 pull don 
0 an ron 
Lops to the Children of R 
its to imitate theit Virtues, that he 
Inheric all ehe Bleſſings of their” Fathers f. 
think it 2 gteat advantage for Chiſdre to ine. 
tit the fruits of their Patents Indu 3 'bat'is 
Inherit the rewards" of their Vice i 
Later: Aud this hene but Virtus 
0 Ni 4 'Prodigat Son may Inhetit te 
te of an Tndultrious Father, bat esp 


. but a wicked Son of 4 3 Farhet 
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-And besen, ſome Good men meet with be 
S 5 BO 92 with no reward in this world; na 
for their Virtue; this 
= dos to their Ciiikdienkut gives them 
1 to expect the more: For an 
. Virtue ſhall haue its reward at one 
= other, even in this world ; and if the 
Far, had it not, the Son, and the Son's Son 
5 be all the Line of a virtuous Succeſſion 
＋ 


when | Good: men ſuffer, or mils of the 
rewards of Virtue in this world, they have 
reater, rewards in. 1 „ and their 

5 ee eee eee 
| o rewar men, to puni | 
Wilked 1 Poſterity, better anſwers the 
Wiſe Eggs of Providence in this world, then 
the Perſonal rewards and puniſhinents of every 


patticular Good and Bad man. I have ar 


ady. . that there are very wiſe 
s why.ſome Bad men ſhould be proſperous 
and. ſo 2 1 85 men e in this wor oa 


FF ff S& 


Vo A when it A or 0 
ed if not in the Perſons, yet inthe Poſterity 


of Good or Bad men; which leaves room for” 


the trial of the Faith and Patience of Good 
men, wen, and ä the exerciſe of God's Goodneſs 
and 
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yet very effectually aiſcourages Mickedneſs'; 
and encourages Virt 82. 18390 © 18 -t MN 
Ah. Another inſiunee of the! Wiſdon'ef 
Providence is, That God very often puniſhes 
fimwith ſin, and many times With ho k. the 
ſame kind. Our daily obſervatiom may futmiſi 
vd with examples enow of it, which are viſibſe 
and publickly knoum; and it may be, hee 
are/ſew Sinners but know ſome which concern 
theniſelves, which the reſt of the world does 
not know): Thus God pun iſhed the Murther 
and Adultery of Wich with the Inceſt 8 5 
Rebellion of his S0n ed de pe 
preflion is often puttiſhed with Oppreſſi 
Adultery with Adultery, Murther wick Mu 
ther, and Wicked men are mäde Plagues' and 
Scourges to each other. 22362 
And God thinks it no dither ro-ehs Hol 
linefs: of his Providence to atti jbute all ſuck” 
retributions to himſelf ; for God can ſerve the” 
Wiſe ends of his Providence" by the ſis 'of 
men, without contributing to their ins $7 at 
it is certain, there is not a fitter puniſnment 
the world for Sinners, than to ſuſſer the Eels 
they:do 5 that is, to be N 5 the vet £ 
ſins ubich 3 commit * 1 


„ 


them a ai — tet o dee F chart 
tafea\cheevittanditbiſchiefs of chem; nothin ; 
canimort awaken and rouze their Conſciences,” 
than to ſuffer the Evils which they hate Gone. 
Aud one would resſonsbly think, nothing 
thodld!make them more afraid to 46 any Evil; 
0 Which 
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whichotbty sere unwilling ub ſuſſer:: Sol that 
noth inga could better ſerve the Wiſe ends of 

Pchvidence yo: coin en Di Ne 

meſh and Vengeance, to: gise them an ahliar- 

e ß the ir fins; and iq male them afraid. to 

ommit them e ect of eee 

ag · Another inſtance of: the Wiſdom of Pro- 
vidence, is in ſo often diſappointing: both out 
hopes and fears, When we ate in the greavelt 

expectatiqn of ſome great good, either u a 

diſappoĩnted in har we expected. orvibiwe 

hays, what,,wei withed for, it ddes not amſwer 
our expectations ; we: fing-ourfelves deceived: 
in gur egigyments „and that id had been bhiet- 
ter for Mitt, we bad: beeo without hem Andi 

1 wende terriſied with the apprehenfions; 

of ſome great evil which is juſt ready to ſall 

on us, either the evil does not come as u 

i feared, or it proves no Evil; hut a very great 

L Good co jus. Ihis is. ſo often every man's.cale, 

2 that | need only appeal to your own Obſerra- 

3 tLODS or aha proof of it. 13} $15 0/7 biukit: : 

\Naw whay moge: effectual way could G? 

3 take to ggnyiace us, that we liye in the darks: 

5 and knomi not what is good for our ſelres; 

j that, we diſturh our, minds with vain hopes 

5 and,with;a Jain fears that it: becomes us c 

of leave all to God, and to depend ſecutelyion his 

Providence, who ver- rules all things wich a 

Sovereign Will . That this is che only way to. 

And; ſafe;;; to chuſe nothing for j 

fel: e hot t ꝓteſerihe to Providence, hut to 

do ον duty, and then quietly expect uh 

Go will do. vob itt; elivet od wut.) nag! 

e it pofligle chere ſhould be a b appier tem · 

P<Þ; of wind, en this? more hu cdtablelſar 
ticken | God, 
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God, or more ſecure for our ſelves ?-Does aty 
, thing more become Creatures? Is there any 
more perfect act of Religion, than to depend 
entirely on God, without hopes or fears, in a 
eee reſignation to his Will, with a full af- 
urance of his protection? And could Provi- 
dence more effectually convince us of chis, 
than to let us ſee by every days experience, how 
apt we are to be miſtaken, and to chuſe ill for 
. our ſelves? that our wiſhes and deſires, were 
they anſwered, would very often undo us; 
and that we are ſaved and made happy by what 
we feared? and why then ſhould we defire, 
why ſhould we fear any longer ? let us do our 
duty, and mind our own buſineſs, and leave 
God to take care of the world, ahd- allot our 
portion in it. | 

4'hly, We may obſerve alſo, that God very 
often defers the deliverance of Good men, and 
the puniſhment of the Wicked to the ' utmoſt 
extremity. n 03-58 NA 
When Wicked Tyrants and Oppreſſors are 
at the heighth of their Pride and Glory, and 
Good men are reduced to a hopeleſs ſtate, be- 
yond the viſible relief of any Humag Power. 
This was the caſe of T/rael in Egypt, when 
God ſent Moſes to deliver them with a Mighty 
Hand, and an outſtretched Arm. This was 
ſeveral times their caſe in the days of the Ju- 
ger, when they were oppreſſed by their Ene- 
mies, and God raiſed vp Saviours and Deli- 
verers for them: Thus it was in the days of 
Hezekiab, when God in one night deftroyed | 

the mighty Army of the A4ſyriavs; Thus it 
was in Query Heft er's days, when chat wicked 
Haman had conipired* the deſtruction 5 — 
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hev * Human — N 
y ought we to im t vine Protection, 
__ Jearn to live upon Faith, and Fruſt in 
God. 4 r NW nnn S557 
When Good men are reduced to ſuch Ex- 
ities, it makes them more fervent and im- 
ate in their Prayers, more ſerious in 
their Repentance, more. ſenſible how. much 
they ſtand in need of God; and fuch ſurpri- 
zing and unexpected Deliverances inflame their 
Devotions , make their Praiſes and Thankſęi. 
vings more hearty and ſincere; which gives 
great glory to God, and betters their own 

thy, The ſudden Revolutions of the world, 
and the various and unexpected Changes of 
mens Fortunes, which is thought one great 
Calamity of Humane Life, is intended by 
God to inſtruct us in ſome neceſſary and ex · 
cellent parts of Wiſdomn. 

Some Crafty Politicians, like Mariners, ſteer 
their courſe as the Wind blows, and change 2 
it changes. They have no other Rule for their 
Actions, but to guels; as well as they can, 
where their advantage or ſafety lies; but Pro- 
videnee: very often diſappoints them in this, by 
Tuch haſty changes, and ſhore turns, as make 
chem. giddy ; and this teaches us to act by Rule, 
not hy a politick foreſight of Events ; our 
Rule can never deceive us; what is juſt, and 
tight, and true, is always ſafe ; but our Poli- 
ticks may, for things may not go as we er 
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be, various changes of mens Fortune 
teach us to treat all men with great humanii) 

not to be inſolent when we are proſperous; 

Nl 2 0 nor 
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not to deſpiſe our Inferiors, for we know not 
what they, nor we may be, before we die. Ci- 
vility and modeſty of converſation is always 
ſafe, but Pride and Inſolence may create us 
Enemies, who may in time, how mean ſoever 
they are at ' preſent, be able to return our inſo - 
The Divine Providence ſo orders Human 
Affairs, as to teach us moſt of the wiſeſt Rules 
of Human Life ; both for our Religious and 
Civil Converſation; and this I take to be 4 
* nag proof of the Wiſdom of Provi- 
ence. | DH £1. MM. yeg 
6thly, The Wiſdom of. Providence is often 
ſeen in the wiſe mixture and temperament of 
Mercy and Judgment; when he corrects, but 
not deftroys; humbles, but does not caſt 
down; when he makes us ſenſible of his diſ- 


pleaſure, and gives us juſt reaſon to fear, but 
without deſpair ; when, as the Pſalmiſt ſpeaks, 
He lifts up, and coſts down j keeps us under the 


diſcipline of hopes and fears, and tries our 
Faith and Patience, and Submiſſion, and both 
threatens and invites us to repentance, by the 
interchangeable Scenes of proſperous and ad- 
verſe Events. Thus the Pſalmiſt tells us it is 
with good men. The fes of # good man art + 
ordered by the Lord, and be delighteth in bis way; 
though be fall, he ſhall not utterly be caſt down, for 
the Lord upbolderh bim with bis ban, 35. Pal. 
23, 24. Thus'94. Pſal. 14, 15. For the Lord will 
not caft off bis people, neither will be forſake bis in. 
beritance ; but judgment ſhall return unto righteouſ- 
neſs, and all the upright in beart ſhall folow it, 
And he proves this by his own Experience, 
Unleſs the Lord bad been my belp, my ſoul bad a 
Ee 2 2. 
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muß Aw elt in ſittnee. "When 1 ſtd, wy for 
Wercy, 0 Lord, held me Mp wp; T7, I 
An 'Example' bf this ye hate 27. Ja. 
Hab be ſmmiten rbem, ble bs; Iaol, ks he [matt 
— b He ſmote Mel, but not 
ſmdte the Enemies of rn, Or & be ſlain, 
— to the fla 
meaſure 


bter of them that are by 
—— ir ſpodtet h forrb wilt thou 
\tayeth bis rony b wind, in the 
Yay of his eaft wind. — =. God of 
t; to learn righteonſ. 
ch we ſuffer, but Till to 
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CHAR. IX. 


— thoſe duties which we owe to 


to Prov idence. | 


Hare now „ Goiſhed what I intended wich re- 
lation to the Nature and Juſtification of 
Providence; and all chat remains is to explain 
and enforce thoſe Duties which we. owe to 
Providence. 
Natural Religion is founded on the belief of 
a God and a Providence; for if there be no 
God, there is no Object of our Worſhip; if 
chere de no Providence, there is no 
for our Worſhip. But a God, that made the 
world, and ah of all che Creatures that 
are in it, deſerves the Praiſes and Adorations 
of all. A God, who neither made the world, 
nor governs it, "is nothing to —4 wr hade n 
relation to him, he has nothi with us, 
nor we with him; but 4 * © hos e 
live, and moue, e e be „is tho Su- 
preme Object of aur Love, | Fear, and 
— Hope and Truſt, and of ali 
choſe Religious and Devout AﬀeRions which - 
are due to ou Maker and.Sovereign Lord. 
This is ſo plain, that it is enough to name 
it; but the nature and extent of choſe Duties 
which we owe 10 Providence deſerves a more 


particular conſideravian: C970: +... | 
Ee 3 As 
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4 Diſcourſe. o/ the 
As to inſtance in ſome of the chief. 

1. To take notice of the Hand of God 
in every thing that befals us; to attribute all 
the Evils we ſuffer, and all the good things 
we enjoy, to his Sovereign Will and Appoint- 


ment: This is the foundation of all the other 


Duties which we owe to Providence ; and the 


general neglect of this makes us defective in all 


the reſt. | 
Now if the Divine Providence has the abſo- 
lute government of all Events, you muſt con- 


feſs it your duty to take notice of Providence, 
and to acknowledge God in every thing; for 
this is only applying the general Doctrine of 


Providence to particular Events; without 
which particular application the general belief 


of a Providence will and can have no effect 


ppon us. 


at The Pſalmiſt complains of thoſe wicked men, 


who regard not the works of the Lord, nor the ope- 


ration of | bis bands, 28. Plal. 5. And a great ma- 
ny ſuch there are, who have a general notion 
and belief of a Providence, but take no no- 
tiee of what God does, or take no. notice 


of God in what is done. Moſt men are too apt 


to attribute all Events to the immediate and 
viſible Cauſes; and though at other times they 


will own a God and a Providence, yet as to 


particular Events, take as little notice of God, 
as if he had nothing to do in it. Such a belief 
of Providence as-this,'is of no. uſe. at all in 
Religion; it neither gives glory to. God, not 
| — any influence upon the government of our 
ieee. 199% Dos nn ads and 5 4 

But if we will own Protidence to the true 


* 


ends and purpoſes of Religion, we mauſt not 
= | '©. 5 N con- 
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God's ing the world, but whatever our 
ſtate and condition be, or hae i aud 

y good or evil bappens to us, we mult re- 
= all as from the Hand of God. If we 


and appointment that we ſhould be poor; if 
we be rich, we muſt conſider, that it is God's 
Blefling which maketh rich; if we loſe our 
Eſtates by Injuſtice and Oppreſſion, we muſt 
acknowledge, as Job did, The Lord gave, and tbe 
Lord hath taken away: And whatever Exils and 
Miſeries befal us, we muſt ſay with good old 
Eli, It is the Lord, let bim do what ſeemeth him 
good, Or with David, 1 was dumb, and. opened, 
not my mouth, becauſe it is thy doings. a 
Without believing God's government of all, 
Events, we deny a particular Providence; 
and unleſs at the very time when any good or 
evil befals us, we ſee and acknowledge God's. 
hand in it, we can have no preſent affectin 
ſenſe of his Providence: All ſuch As of | 
Providence are loſt, as far as our taking no no- 
tice of them can loſe them; God loſes the 
ry of. his Goodneſs , M 
ſtice, and we loſe choſe Divine Comforts and 
Supports, or thoſe Spiritual Inſtructions and 
Admonitions, which à due ſenſe and acknow- 
ledgment of Providence would have furniſhed 
us with. 5 
And therefore let us accuſtom our ſelves in 
all Events, in the firſt place to take notice of 
God and his Providence; which will teach us 
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how to behave our ſelves in all Circumſtances, 

and how to make the beſt and wiſeſt uſe of 

whatever happens; and it was neceſſary to 
ö pte- 


are poor, we muſt own this to be God's will 


Mercy, Patience, or Ja- 


| | 423. : 
content our ſelves wich a general belief of 


A Diſcourſe of be 
for it ; in vain to teach men their 
d. till they have learnt to at- 

ar Events to the Providence 
. to live under a conſtatuit ſenſe 
chi regard of it. 

24%. When we have thus affected our minds 
wich a Juſt ſenſe of the Divine Providence in 
every thing tliat befals us, we muſt in the next 
place rake carę to cornpoſe our Souls to.4-qui- 
et ad humble ſubfniſſion to the Sovereign 
Will and Pleaſure of God in all things. 

All men c6nfels, that it is our duty to ſub- 
mit eo the Will of God; and if all the Events 
of Providence are God's doings, and what 
God pes is his Will, as the Scripturs aſſures 
ee 1. and Reaſon tells us it muſt be, unleſs 

— . Ag. thing g againſt his own Will, then 
we 98 81 it to the Providential Wil of 
77 75 in all Exents, às well as to the Command- 

Will of God in obeying his Laws. 
vereigo Atthority and Dominion of 

Goa: ites this of us; for we are his, and 
he may diſpoſe of our Condition and Fortune 
in dhe Lone, as he pleaſes. The Abſolute Pow- 
er of God makes j it both prodent and neceſſa- 

J. For who bath bor red bimſelf againſt bim, 

ed ? that is, againſt his Providential 
will; ; 12 that whole Diſpute is about Provi- 
dence ;- And the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God 
makes it þoth reaſonable, and our intereſt, to 
ſabmic to him; for all his Providences, how 
ſevere ſoever they may appear, are ordered for 
the good of thoſe whO do ſubmit to him. 50 
that jt is our duty to ſubmit, becauſe hie is our 
raf, Lotd; whether we will ſub mit or no, 


ſuffer bis n becauſe we cannot 
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{ſt his Power; and there is no danger in ſub- 
mitting to God, for he will conſult our pre- 
ſent and future Happineſs, and do better for 
us, chan we could ch e for our ſelves. 885 
This is plain enough; but that whick I prin- 
cipally intend, is to conſider the nature and 
various acts of that Submiſſion which we ow 
to Providence, or to the Providential Will of 
God; and 1 hall diſtinctiy enquire, what ſub · 
ifion we owe toProvidence under all the Evils, 
Afflictions, and Calamities of life, and in thoſe 
ſeveral ſtates, conditions, and relations of life , 
which the Providence of God placeth us in. 
1. What ſubmiſſion we owe to Providence 
under all the Sufferings and Afflictions which 
we meet with in this world. I do not menti- 
on a happy and proſperous Fortune, for it re- 
quires no great ſubmiſſion to be proſperous, this 
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mit, is to make qur own Wills, and Deſires, 
and Fears, and Averſions, and natural Paſſions 
and Affections, ſtoop; and yield to the Will 
of God, which there is no occaſion for, but 
in a ſuffering and affliged ſtate. 
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is what all men deſire and chuſe; but to ſub- 


Now when we ſufltr ſuch things as are very 
grievous to fleſh and blood, ſubmiſſion ro the 
Will of God does not require that we ſhould 
not feel our Sufferings, that we ſhould not be 
afflicted with them, that we ſhould not com- 
plain of them; for to ſubmit to God is not to 
put off the ſenſe and paſſions of human na- 
ture ʒ it does not alter the nature of things, 
nor our opinions about them: Afflictions ate 
afflictions ſtill, and will be felt; and though 
we muſt bear them in ſubmiſſion to God, yet 
we muſt bear them as Afflictions can be born, 
10 and 
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A Diſcourſe of the 
and as human Nature can bear them 3 with 
pain, and grief, and reluctancy, with ſighs; 
and groans, and complaints, with vehement 
and importunare Deſires and Prayers to God 
and man to help and deliver us. 
We have frequent Examples of this in Scri- 
ꝑtute: The Pſalms of David, as they abound 
with all dutiful Expreflions of Reverence and 
Submiſſion to the Will of God; ſo'they are 
very full of complaints, and of the moſt paſſio- 
nate ſenſe of Sufferings , repreſented fo as to 
be felt, in ſuch a ſtrain of moving Eloquence, 
as not Art, but Afflicted Nature teaches. But 
we have one Example above all others, and 
that is the Example of our Saviour Chriſt, 
who ſuffered with Fear and Reluctancy, and 
with earneſt Prayers to his Father, F it be poſ- 
fible, let this cup paſs from me. 

The truth is, the greater our fears, and ſor- 
rows, and averſions are, the greater is our ſub. 
miſſion to God: it may be thought a- great 
weakneſs of Nature to be ſo much afraid of 
our Sufferings ; but it argues the greater 

- ſtrength of Faith, and is a more glorious Victo- 
ry over ſelf, ro make our very fears and aver- 
ſions ſubmir to the Divine Will; for the more 
what we ſuffer is againſt our own. will, the 
greater is our ſubmiſſion to the Will of God. 

* Submiſſion to God does not conſiſt in courage 
and fortirude of mind to bear Sufferings, which 
men may have without any ſenſe of God; 
and which the profoundeſt Reverence for God 
will not always teach us ; but he ſubmits, who 
receives the Bitter Cup and drinks it, thou 
with a Trembling heart and hand. n 

This ovght to be obſerved, for the * 
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of thoſe whohave a very Devout ſenſe of God, 


and Reverence for his Judgments, . but betr 

eat weakneſs of Mind, and diſorders of Pal- 
ns under their Sufferings 3 who are very 
impatient of Pain, and have ſuch ſoft and ten- 
der Paſſions, that every affliction galls them, 
and when they reflect upon theſe Diſorders, 
this creates new and greater Troubles to them; 
for they conclude , that all this is want of a 
due Submiflion to the Will of God: But Re- 
ligion was never intented to extinguiſh the 
Senſe and Affections of Nature, to reconcile 
us to Pain, or to make all things indifferent to 


us; and while there is any thing that we love, 


it will be grievous to part with it; and while 
there is any thing that we fear, it will be grie- 


vous to ſuffer ic. Religion will redify our 
Opinions of things, and cure our ſondneſſes, 


and ſee bounds to our Paſſions; but when all 
theſe flattering, or frightful diſguiſes are remo- 
ved, which magpified the Good or Evil that 
is in things, yet Good and Evil they ace, and 
will excite in us either troubleſome or delight- 
ful Paſſions ; and this will exerciſe our Submiſ- 
ſion to God, to part with what we love, and 
to ſuffer what we fear ; and were not this the 
caſe, there were no uſe of Submiſſion. | 
To explain this in a few words, let us conſi- 
der how that man muſt ſuffer, who ſuffers with 
Submiſſion to God; and that is the Submiſſion 
which we owe to Providence. Now a man 
who ſuffers wich Submiſſion, muſt. not reproach 
and cenſure the Divine Providence, but think 
and ſpeak honoutably cf God, how hardly 
ſoever he deals with l im; he may complain of 


what he ſuffers both to Gcd and men, but he 


muſt 


N 
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muſt not complain of God: This was Jeb 
Behaviour; Naked came 1 out of mn mothers 
womb, and naked ſhall I return thither + the Lord 
geb, and rhe Lord hath raten and bleſſed 
this oF; hor 
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mouth againſt God, though he complains of 
the Widkedneſ: of men, and of the feyerity 
ef his Sufferings 3 Deliver me from all my way/- 
weſſions, mute me not the reproach of the fooliſh : 
owe rby Broke away from me; I am conſumed by 
the blow of #8jve hand, 8, 10. * e 
To reproach and revile Providence, to fret 
againſt God, or as Jobs Wife adviſed him, to 
curſe God, to be weary of his Government, 
and impatient to think that we cannot reſiſt, 
and caſt off fo uneaſy a yoke ; this is direct 
contrary to Suhmiſſion. Such men ſuffer God's 
Will becauſe they cannot help it; but 
would Rebel if they could; thoſe who are! 
outragious againſt what God does, and fo im- 
patiently angry with God for doing it, only 
want power to ſtay his hand, and to pull him 
ſrom his Throne. fi Fe . 
Submiſſion to God, is the Submiſſion of our 
Wills co the Will of God: Now though no 
man can abſolutely chuſe ſufferings ; for 
offering is a natural Evil, and therefore 
not the object of a free choice; yet men 
may chuſe ſuffering againſt the natural byaſs 
' and inclinatlon of their own wills in Subjecti- 
on to the will of God: Of this our Saviouris 
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take place: And this is dur Submiſfio to the 
Will of God in fo „That how uneaſy 
ſoever it be to us, we are fo S 
"againſt God, that we would not have it 
ocherwiſe when God ſees ſit it ſhould be ſo : 
that though we do not and cannot chuſe ſuf- 
ſerings, yet we chuſe that the Will of God 
ſhould be done, though it be to ſuffer; :- 
Another act of Submiſſion to God, is when 
we Wait patiently-on God, till he chink fit to 
delirer us; when notwithſtanding all we ſuf⸗ 
fer, our ho „and truſt, and dependance is 
ill on 'God. To ſubmit to God, ĩs to ſubmit 
in Faith an@ Hope, to ſubmit as to the Corre- 
ctions and Diſcipline of a Father; for it is im- 
poſſible for any man to ſubmit without Hope, 
as impoflible as ĩt is to be contented with firial 
Ruin. When we caſt off our Hope in God, 
there is an end of our Submiſlion, then we 
ſhall come to that deſperate concluſion, B- bold, 
1his evil is of be Lord,” why ſpeuld I wait on abe 
Lord amy  langer # 2 Kings 6 33. But never 
was there a greater” expreſſion of Submiſſion 
than that of Job, Though be flay me, yer I 
e binw'; e 26 rail bhaky ſabvation, 
Pots hypocrite ſhall not” come before ba, 13. Job 
15. 16. This the Pſalmift has fullycerpreis d, 
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Creatures; Who does not affiifit willingly , not 


ved to ſee the goodneſs of the Lord in the land of the 
living. Wait on the Lord, be of good courage; and 
he ſhall ben thine heart : wait, 1 ſay, om the 
Lord. To hope in the Mercy and Goodneſs of 
God, even when he ſtrikes, to wait patiently 
till he will be gracious, to make our complaints 


Salvation only from him; this is to ſubmit to 
the Will of God, to make his Will our Will, 
to attend all the motions of his Providence, 23 
patiently and diligently as a Servant does the 
commands of his Lord]; as it is elegantly re- 
preſented, 123. Pſalm x, 2. Unto thee lift I u9 
mine eyes, O thou that dwelleff in tbe heavens! 
Behold !: as. the eyes of ſervants look unto the band 
of their maſters , and as the eyes of a maiden uni 
the band af ber miſt reſs ; ſo our eyes wait upon the 
Lord our God, until that be have mercy upon us. + 

This is that Submiſſion which we owe to 
Providence, under all the Evils and Calamities 
of Life how ſevere ſoever; and if we would 
make this Submiflion eaſy and chearful , we 
muſt poſſeſs our Souls with a firm perſuaſion 
of the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God : We 
muſt not-look upon him as a mere Sovereign 
and Arbitrary Lord; for to ſubmic to mere 
Arbitrary Will and Power, is and will be very 
grievous 3 but we muſt repreſent God to pur 
minds undet a more lovely and charming Cha- 
rater, as the Univerſal Parent, who has 
tender and compaſſionate regard for all his 
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we ſubmit to Providence, which gives us no 

new rules of life , but may impoſe new duties 
on us, by putting us into a new ſtate, 

This ought to be carefully conſidered, be- 

cauſe there are extremes on both 

fidez Some think the viſible appearances of 
Providence. are ſufficient to alter our duty, 

without ing our ſtate and relations; that 
the Su Providence will juſtify ſuch 

Actions ag neither the Laws of God nor men 
will juſtify; and that to ſerve Providence , 
when a fair opportunity is put into their hands, 
they may diſpenſe with the moſt known.and 
unqueſtionable duties: Others have ſuch a juſt 
abhocceace of this, which overturns all Divine 
and Human Laws, chat they run into the con- 
vary extreme z and for fear of ing that 
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